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President’s Message
By Brandon Taylor, NCC President

e are now in that Village Season! I have already seen 
some amazing displays, both large and small! How we 
display is how we tell our village story.

Just minutes before writing this article I was on the 
phone with a reporter. She asked me what the appeal of 
collecting villages was. The first thing I told her about was the 
connection that we make with other collectors. Then I followed 
that with our love of displaying it. Being able to create this 
magical world — where no matter what — it’s perfect. It’s your 
story. We all might have the same houses but it’s how (and why) 
we display them that tells our village story.

We get ideas from each other’s displays and then use them in our 
displays; that shares the story of our fellow collectors — our 
village family. Our connected passion.

Since, this time of year when our minds are most on our displays, 
it was a great time to have the second NCC Virtual Mini Gathering 
of the year (third overall). Over 100 villagers participated in this 
live zoom. We did things a little differently this time. We had 
presentations that were both live and prerecorded. A majority of 
the time was centered around displaying. Our guests included, 
from Department 56 Ms Lit Town, Melinda Seeger (prerecorded) 
and Lisa Johnson (also the newest NCC President’s Award 
winner), Tampa Bay 56er Tom Sutton (prerecorded), from 
Associate Members Hot Wire Foam Factory, Victoria Lohman and 
Showcase Displays, Stephen Pepin. I would like to extend a thank 
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President’s Message (continued)
you to all the presenters. Their seminars were both 
entertaining and informative. I have heard from 
several villagers that they thoroughly enjoyed the 
tricks and tips that were shared. The day rounded 
out with the presentation of the 2022 Collector of 
the Year Award by our Vice President. 
Congratulations to Mr. Billy Edwards of the Air Cap 
56ers.

Like all Gatherings, it was filled with some incredible 
raffle prizes including a second one of a kind 
Department 56 Repaint — Dickens’ Village Oxford’s 
Tom Tower its coordinating piece Ratcliff Camera was 
given away at the Spring Virtual Mini Gathering. In 
continuing to celebrate the NCC’s 30th Anniversary 
all the door prizes are “surprises” those, and the 
raffle prizes, will be shipping out soon to winners.

Department 56’s Creative Director Rick Jackson 
announced that at the end of the year he will be 
retiring. Like village pieces when they retire, he will 
go up in value (ha ha). Rick has made a lasting 

impression on our beloved collectible, and next year 
he will leave one more mark on our villages in the 
form of a Snow Village house 1231 Dunn St. – as in 
12/31 he is DONE. Again, thank you Rick for your 
years of contributions to Department 56 villages and 
its collectors and congratulations on your 
retirement. Department 56 is commemorating his 
retirement with a special auction of unique items 
that Rick found while cleaning out his office. Most of 
these are one of a kinds or items that were never 
produced. All proceeds from the auction will go to 
the Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity. This live 
auction will run until December 14.

There are still a few weeks left before the celebration 
in Times Square which means there is still time for a 
few more 30th Anniversary surprises.

May your Christmas have snow and if not, may it 
have plenty of Real Plastic Snow!

Brandon
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From the Desk of Anna
By Anna McPherson, NCC Vice President 

Hello Villaging Friends!

hen you receive this, we’ll be in the thick 
of December – perhaps even a thick layer 
of snow or a thick pair of woolen socks. 
Hoping you’re all enjoying your time as 
mayor, architect, and/or civic planner, and 

that your village creations are coming together as 
imagined! The villages I have set this year are 
residuals from 2021 – they kept the spirit alive in our 
bay window and armoire. It’s nice to be able to enjoy 
them without the Styrofoam stress for a change. And 
without the need to build, it’s given plenty of time 
for reflection.

Here we are, a year into term, and I couldn’t be more 
humbled by the amazing people we have among us 
as collectors and friends! Friends who champion our 
hobby, spread villaging cheer, and sing loud and 
proud about what it means to be a village collector 
and club member! We help one another in building 
displays and learning new skills and techniques. We 
also work with our communities to serve and give 
back wherever we’re able. We celebrate wins 
together, and support one another in ways I haven’t 
witnessed among other organizations. Perhaps, it’s 
because we span across three decades of knowing 
each other – our tribe. Perhaps it’s because we’re 
rooted in times before virtual social pages and the 
internet, or the way that we have continually 
adapted to new normals and reaching each other. 
Regardless, it’s the special people we have in our 
clubs that make us connect.

This year, we’re proud to honor seven super 
nominees for the 2022 Collector of the Year. They 
represent the crème de la crème of collectors and 
club members. Dedicated to their clubs as much as 
the NCC network, these folks share their passion for 
villaging in ways that are authentic to our core 
values. They exemplify all the best attributes of what 
it means to be a villager… I’m pleased to share with 
you the list of 2022’s nominees. 

Region 1

Club Lamplighters of Quebec – Jean-Claude Esteve

Region 2

Georgian Bay Villagers – Hilary and Norm Redpath

Region 4

Tampa Bay 56’ers – Denis and Joyce Gillen

Region 5

Detroit 56’ers – Dianne Hoffmeyer

Second City Collectors – Carol Cavanaugh

Region 7

Air Cap 56’ers – Billy Edwards

Region 8

Arkansas Villagers – Bob and Callie Barrett

Undoubtedly, many of you recognize at least a few 
of these deserving people, and I don’t need to tell 
you how challenging it was for the executive board 
to vote on just one. We read so many inspiring notes 
about each and every one of them… In the end, we 
were thrilled to be able to announce Mr. Billy 
Edwards as the recipient of the 2022 Collector of the 
Year award.

Some may call him a Village Pioneer – his first 
attended NCC event was the 1992 Bachman 
Gathering. Quickly joining several clubs, he officially 
formed the Air Cap 56ers in 1993 with the club 
officially joining the NCC in 1994. His tenure is 
impressive with multiple terms as Region 7 Rep, Air 
Cap president, Club NCC rep, etc. 

Being an enthusiastic villager, Billy enjoys collecting 
Alpine, Dickens, New England, North Pole, Christmas 
in the City, and his main attraction Snow Village. 
Among this he has an array of other Department 56 
collectibles in his “Christmas Room”. But what makes 
Billy exceptional is not his collection or participation 
in his club. It’s his engagement with other clubs and 
across social media!

Have a special club milestone? Billy and Sharon are 
on the road – driving to celebrate with you! Own a 
store in a seemingly obscure part of the country? 
NCC Club Connection 3 December 2022/January 2023



From the Desk of Anna (continued)
Undoubtedly Billy and Sharon have road-tripped 
over, supported with some retail therapy, and likely 
sent out a warm and positive review. Retailer 
retiring? Billy and Sharon have a lifetime of historical 
pictures and articles living through the joyous 
moments of having shopped there years ago, and 
oh-by-the way they are driving right over! They have 
covered seemingly every state on an EPIC 
Department 56 roadtrip! 

Billy and Sharon visiting The Village Shoppes of New Carlisle, IN to celebrate the owners’ retirement and honor the store’s history 
prior to their closing.

But what do they do when at home? You just need 
to spend one day on the various Facebook groups 
dedicated to Department 56, the NCC, and various 
other villaging outlets. Need to know a part 
number? How to categorize your village? The 

missing link or lightbulb? Billy’s frequently the man – 
answering questions, guiding collectors, 
participating in the monthly vignette contests, and 
(my favorite) posting photos from gatherings and 
events of long ago. I would say Billy is the NCC 
Historian. His club says they are blessed to call him 
their “leader”, “educator”, and friend. And in many 
ways we are too – blessed and honored to have him 
and so many of you to count among our friends.

Wishing you all the very best of a peaceful and 
prosperous season.

Anna
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NCC Financial Report
By Bruce Lucas, NCC Treasurer 

ope everyone had an exciting Halloween and festive Thanksgiving. I’ve seen a lot of displays on 
Facebook and they all look outstanding. Congratulations to Billy Edwards for being named the NCC 
Collector of the Year. We had another club pay their dues which brought us to 58 of 64 clubs.

We had a great Mini-Gathering which was filled with ideas for village displays. Thank you to all the 
demonstrators. We had 113 attendees and sold 208 raffle tickets. Congratulations to all the winners.

Hope everyone has wonderful holiday season.

Happy Villaging Everyone! 

Bruce 
Treasurer’s Report 

2021 Actual 2022 Proposed 
Budget 2022 Actual

Beginning of Year Balance $12,202.31 $12,137.73 $12,137.73
Income
Club Membership Dues $0.00 $2,304.00 $2,082.21
Associate Member Dues $100.00 $2,500.00 $1,100.00
Merchandise Sales $0.00 $550.00 $550.00
Miscellaneous Income $.32 $0.00 $0.00
GLOW Income $0.00 $800.00 $1,278.40
Gathering Income $10,300.00 $10,000.00 $7,865.96
Total Income $10,400.32 $16,154.00 $12,876.57

Expense
Advertising Expense (Village D-
Lights)

$1,580.00 $1,600.00 $1,580.00

Federal Tax Fees $0.00 $40.00 $40.00

Bank Service Charge $447.94 $150.00 $134.29
Board Expenses $670.49 $1,400.00 $469.23
Contributions/Donations $7,500.00 $0.00 $0.00
Gathering/Glow Expenses $0.00 $150.00 $18.34
Merchandise Shipping $0.00 $125.00 $245.28
Merchandise Cost $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Postage and Delivery $81.45 $25.00 $0.00
Professional Fees $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Supplies $0.00 $100.00 $0.00
Web Site $185.02 $550.00 $174.97
Club Development Activities $0.00 $100.00 $0.00
Zoom  $0.00 $250.00 $249.50
Total Expense $10,464.90 $4,490.00 $2,911.61

Net Income -$64.58 $11,664.00 $9,964.96

Balance $12,137.73 $23,801.73 $22,102.69



From Ms. Lit Town
By Melinda Seegers, Department 56

Dear Collectors:
t’s that time of year when everyone is slightly 
more rushed than normal. Besides trying to 
keep up with the day-to-day activities of work, 
family and home, we are all trying to shop for 
Christmas, doing extra baking and if you are a 

village collector, you are trying to put the finishing 
touches on that perfect holiday display.

If you don’t have time for a large and impressive display 
this year, a couple of small 1 or 2 piece vignettes sprinkled 
in just the right places in your home will do nicely. Do you 
have an end table, buffet, hall table or large trunk that 
would hold a container with a small vignette? Using 
simple items found around the house – a tray, the lid of a 
box, a basket, chunk of wood or sturdy placemat – can 
become the base for your vignette. Remember: a vignette 
is a tiny display of one or two pieces, or just a couple of 
well-chosen accessories, something to cover the base and 
a few landscaping pieces. Add a bow, some glitter or a few 
battery-operated lights, and you will have created some 
sparkle to brighten a dark corner, or in some unexpected 
place in your home or at the office. Some of our collectors 
chose a favorite piece or select a couple of pieces based on 
a theme and go from there. A “food” related piece in an old 
wooden tray looks great in the kitchen! Think outside the 
box and you’ll come up with lots of new ideas.

Earlier this fall I put out a call on Facebook for collectors 
to send us some of their vignette ideas that we could 
share on our Facebook page. We got lots of great ideas 
and featured 1-2 a week, we plan to show them until 
Christmas so we can offer all of you more ideas to use a 
piece or two in a new or different way. Visit our Facebook 
page for these ideas. And we hope that you will comment 
on these pictures to let the collectors know what you 
think of their hard but very creative work.

Pictured here are a few of my favorites. These vignettes 
do not have to be limited to a Christmas theme, this style 
of display can be used to keep one or two of your favorite 
pieces out all year. With a few quick changes, your piece 
can be refreshed for every season.

We have seen the new village and Snowbabies’ pieces for 
2023 and it will, once again, be a great introduction with 
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From Ms. Lit Town (continued)
many pieces to tempt you. Formal introductions will post 
on the Department 56 Consumer website in mid-month 
(January, 2023). You will once again be able to pre-order 
key items in Spring. The website will have more 
information on expected time of arrivals for new 
products. It is also a good idea to get in touch with your 
favorite local retailer to see if they have more information 
on when they expect shipments. We will have the 2023 
Village brochure available for sale through the website by 
mid-January as well. Some collectors collect these from 
year to year and like to be able to hold a paper copy in 
their hands – to dream on!

If you are setting up your displays and find that you are in 
need of a bulb, new cord or replacement adapter, now is 
the time to place your order. Our parts team is trying very 
hard to keep up with the literally hundreds of orders that 
come in to our warehouse each week. Last year we had 
some trouble source basic items – light bulbs and cords 
that we should have had in stock. We weren’t going to be 
caught short this year and ordered more and ordered 
earlier. So we should have just about everything you 

might need in stock. You will need to place your order 
before December 16 in order to receive your parts before 
Christmas.

It is my sincere hope that each and every one of you has a 
safe and happy holiday season, and that you will be able 
to take a little time to be with people you care about. 
Whether it be family or friends, or a combination of both. 


Ms Lit Town 
mslittown@dept56.com 
800/548-8696 

Why We Retire Pieces
By Department 56

In 2020 Department 56 made a really tough decision, 
something that they hadn’t done in many years – they 
decided to retire a whole Village, the New England Village 
which was first introduced in 1987, and in 2021 they 
retired a second Village, Alpine Village, which had been 
offered since 1986. Oh, no, you say! Would this be a 
trend? Was this the start of the end of all Villages?

The short answer is “no.” While our artists loved designing 
each of these Villages, each has always been smaller with 
fewer introductions each year. Like a small Alpine Hamlet 
in the mountains, or a quaint New England Village in the 
country or at the coast, these Villages grew like the real 
places that inspired the designs If these picturesque 
towns grew, they developed into larger cities and we call 
them Dickens’ Village (based on Victorian London) or 
Christmas in the City (inspired by American cities like 
New York, Philadelphia or Chicago). While the time 
period was similar for all four Villages, we know from 
history, that cities like New York and London grew loud 
and spread like topsy, smaller towns grew more slowly, 
and more quietly. We liked that these Villages appealed 
to different collectors, and we especially liked giving you 
choices.

Because they each had a very specific appeal to a smaller 
portion of our collectors, and not all retailers carry the 
smaller Village lines, it became increasingly harder for us to 
produce a minimum number of pieces of each design. So, 
in 2020, it became evident that we would, reluctantly, have 
to say good-bye to both Alpine Village and New England 
Village, so we chose to end them on their own terms.

We announced the end of New England Village in the fall 
of 2020. No more pieces would be added. It was a sad 
farewell, but necessary. We knew that Alpine Village was 
also going to retire, but the designs for 2021 had already 
been completed and we opted to let collectors know at 
the beginning of 2021 that this would be the last year for 
this beloved collection.

You may still see pieces from both these Villages on 
various websites as we and our retailers sell through 
inventory. The reason is that there is still a little selected 
stock available, and there may even be an opportunity for 
retailers to reorder remaining stock. But once these 
pieces are gone, and our warehouse is empty, there will 
be no more new designs.

Like you, we will miss these Villages, although the 
possibility will always be there for a new addition to our 
family tree.
 NCC Club Connection 7 December 2022/January 2023
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From the Membership Chair
By Robin Hervey, NCC Membership Chair, membershipncc@ncc56.com

’m so glad Anna McPherson’s theme for 
the December’s NCC Vignette Contest has 
targeted the very mission NCC Club 
membership strives for: “Why do you love 
your club?”. “What have you learned?” 

‘Why are you grateful?” We each can respond to 
these questions whether or not you are creating a 
vignette surrounding your answer. There are 
undoubtably common reasons we all share.

I recently spent time in Arizona with a group arriving 
from California, specifically to see the displays of 
some very talented members of the Southwest 
Villagers and the annual Open House of Millie’s 
Hallmark in Phoenix, a store amazingly connected to 
the local club. It is the perfect symbiotic relationship 
of how a retailer and an NCC membership could and 
should be. One benefitting from the other. To see it 
is to believe it!

Two such members from Tucson, Carol and Bing 
Ankley, have contributed their stories, relating words 
reflecting such longstanding devotion to their club. 
Their stories resonated with me and I gladly, with 
their permission, share them with you:

“Membership, when joining a club, represents 
responsibility to the club to assist them with their 
goals and accomplishments. When one starts, you 
enjoy the friendship and soon learn the names and 
background of the members. You soon learn to 
share ideas and how to improve your displays and 
soon are able to guide others in their display 
construction, purchasing products and repair of 
broken units. The more you participate, the better 
you become as well as the club.” —Bing Ankley

“I can’t begin to tell you how much belonging to a 
club means to me, and to any member of the NCC/
D56. I have never met a club member that isn’t 
willing to share their knowledge with another 
member. And in the beginning, that’s so important. 
Club members are willing to help beginners, and 
seasoned veterans alike. And as complex as some 
villages are, everyone has questions sooner or later. 
How to make the perfect pond, where to buy a hard 
to find element for your display, whether or not you 
can connect an electrical component; someone in 
the club can help. How nice to know where to go to 

get answers. It is also important to mention that 
when you find out there are others like you out 
there, there is a sense that you have at last found 
your “tribe.” Mom and Dad and Great Aunt Susie love 
you to death, but they really don’t understand the 
excitement of searching for, and finding that perfect 
house to put in your display. A club member does. 
And they don’t understand how satisfying it is to 
step back and look at a finished vignette and know 
that you have created a great display. A club 
member does. And inspiration is available in spades 
at club meetings, open houses, and Gatherings. 
There is no better place to find helpful and friendly 
advice and camaraderie. I can’t imagine being a 
collector and not belonging to a club.” —Carol 
Ankley

I would love to hear anyone’s story how you and 
your club found each other and what it has meant.

Please send me your words to 
MembershipNCC@NCC56.com

Californians and their Home Display Hosts.

Back Row L to R: Robin Hervey, Jim Draper, 
Carol and Bing Ankley, Frank Mapes, Marvella McAllister, 

Carl and Catherine Ingwalson.

Front Row L to R: Karen Holley, Mary Jewell, Martha Draper, 
Esme Gibson and Debbie Shelgren. 

Missing are Judy Severance and Kathy Thom.

http://www.apple.com


Road Trip to Arizona
By Robin Hervey, NCC Membership Chair, membershipncc@ncc56.com

oad trips! Some of us hold wonderful 
memories as a family, piling into a car and 
heading off to see the relatives or 
camping or places yet to be discovered. In 
most cases, there was fun attached to 

such trips! (Dad, to us three kids in the back of the 
station wagon… “Boy, if I wasn’t driving, I sure would 
be looking out the windows!” I was glad he was at 
least looking out the front window!)

Fast forward to 2022. Several California members, 
from as many Department 56 clubs, jumped into a 
car (or plane) and “road tripped” to see our friends in 
Arizona! The destination held some “new to us” 
home displays and the epic “Millie’s Hallmark 
experience”! Thanks goes to Carol and Bing Ankley, 
Judy Severance, Mary Jewell, Jim and Martha Draper 
and Kathy and Dave Thom for their very special 
home tours. A special thanks to Frank Mapes for his 
awesome organization. And to Millie’s, hosting the 
exceptional talents of Carl Wilson, Derek Lewis and 
Stephen Pepin. NCC’s  Vice President, Anna 
McPherson, provided a welcome reunion. And as 
always, the angel on earth, Lisa Johnson, kept the 
smiles radiating.

This was possible because a few of us decided to get 
in the car and go. Getting there is half the fun. 
Maybe more than half. Laughter does not equal a 
straight line. Ask Billy Edwards about road trips. He 
and Sharon hold the crown for covering the states in 
search of our coveted villages. Covering all the miles, 
there is time to appreciate our great land and those 
in the car with us. For many of you, this has been 
done before. But, if not, make the effort to get out of 
the house and into the car (a van is even better)! As 
part of your destination, make a stop or two at what 
are wonderful retailers that continue to hold 
Department 56 product. Hey! Speaking of 
destination events! There is a Gathering next August 
in Washington, DC! What a perfect way to get there. 
A road trip! Unforgettable moments with your club 
family! I know!

Wowed by Carol and Bing Ankley’s hospitality.

The Miniature Time Museum in Tucson is a must!

Judy, It’s colder in this room! Spectacular!
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Road Trip to Arizona (continued)
Need “off the chart: spook detail? Ask Mary Jewell! 

The Martha and Jim Draper Experience! 

The extraordinary hand crafted world of Kathy Thom.

Paul, Lisa and Anna stand by to judge the outstanding vignette 
entries.

Carl Wilson provides DIY steps on the perfect base

Derek Lewis can fix anything. RandomJunkChannel.com

Stephen Pepin lights up the base. And our Department 56 
world!
 NCC Club Connection 10 December 2022/January 2023
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NCC 2023 Gathering and Golden Glow of Christmas Past Convention (continued)

NCC 2023 Gathering and Golden Glow 
of Christmas Past Convention

A Christmas Story in the U.S. Capitol
August 15-19, 2023

The Golden Glow of Christmas Past and the National Council of 56 Clubs (NCC) are 
partnering to host a convention/gathering in Arlington, VA next year in celebration of the 
40th anniversary of A Christmas Story. The official event dates are August 15-19, 2023, 
with additional tours and workshops starting August 12.

Anyone willing to volunteer as presenter or to be on the committee should email 
Brandon Taylor (presidentncc@ncc56.com) or Anna McPherson 
(vicepresidentncc@ncc56.com).

Stay tuned for additional information as they become available.

Attendees do not need to be a member of a NCC club to attend the event.



Connecting with Our Clubs

REGION 1 

Club Lamplighters of Québec (CN)

Our last meeting of the year was held in November 
6. We had numerous discussions including a new 
location for our meetings and next year’s Christmas 
party. There are new possibilities and decisions will 
be made in the next few weeks. Jean-Claude and 
Diane Forand along with Jean-Claude Esteve gave 
presentations. Diane Dalpé spoke to us about the 
history of the famous French Lampes Berger and 
provided one for a draw. Madelyn presented her 
nativity set from Sardinia. Linda gave a few tricks on 
making skating rinks and easy displays.

We decorated the Rosemere Public Library again this 
year. Thanks to Robert Laporte and Pierre Di 
Tomasso for helping Linda, as well as Pierre Marinier 
and Diane Bourgeois for lending us part of their 
collections.

We had our Christmas party on November 27. The 
food was great and everyone was definitely in a 
party mood. There were many fabulous door prizes 
from our sponsor Diane and Michel Bourgeois 
including a prize for participation during our club 
meetings and outings. The winning ticket for the set 
of carolers was won by our new secretary Madelyn 
Ianniciello. Congratulations to her and all the other 
winners. Our house tour is scheduled for December 
10 at the Duquette-Laporte and Di Tomasso homes.

As always, the presentations during our last meeting 
were incredible:

Diane and Jean-Claude Forand gave us a crash 
course on Harry Potter and yes…we were later 
tested on it. Their village was beautiful. Many thanks 
to both for transporting everything to our hall: Very 
dedicated.

The pictures taken of our Christmas party were not 
clear but here’s a picture of our centerpieces. Thanks 
to Linda Di Tomasso and Jean-Claude Esteve.

Jean-Claude Esteve and Ginette Forest celebrating in style.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Centerpiece at the Christmas Party.

The Village Elves Club of Quebec (CN)

During the regular meeting of Les Elfes du Village 
Club, on November 13, club member Gaétan Barbe 
showed us a display he had made with a retired 
piece in the Slow Village collection of Department 
56. 

REGION 2

Annapolis Villagers (MD)

October. The Annapolis Villagers held their 30th 
(Pearl) Anniversary Banquet at the American Legion 
Post 175 in Severna Park, MD on Monday, October 
17. The 24 members in attendance included three 
charter members – Sophie Harrigan, Millie Hurlbut 
and Kate Eustice. Melinda Seegers, Department 56 
Ms. Lit Town, joined our celebration as our honored 
guest. 

The Halloween House Tours were held on Sunday, 
October 23. The hosts were:

• Rosetta and Jim Clarke, Edgewater, MD

• Dean and John Stevenson, Odenton, MD      

• Stella Angelucci, Severna Park, MD

The 16 members who attended the House Tours 
enjoyed a spooky fun day.

November. The club conducted a Village Display 
Exposition at the in-person November Membership 
Meeting. Members participated by bringing village 
displays and speaking about them. Ten village 
displays were entered. This was not a contest. 
However, the participants were entered into a prize 
drawing for three $25 gift certificates for The Forget-
Me-Not Factory.

Dept 56 Villagers of Central PA (PA) 
September. Our September meeting was held at 
Christmas Tree Hill in Camp Hill. Since we as villagers 
can be a bit tunnel visioned, Monopoly houses and 
hotels were hidden among the hundreds of items in 
the store to give us the opportunity to look carefully 
in every nook and cranny to collect the pieces. We 
roamed all over the place and searched, motivated 
by a prize of a $25 store gift certificate for the most 
found. Our winner was Kelly Gabliks and second 
place winner was JR Kish for $10.

Meeting at Christmas Tree Hill is always appreciated 
by our members because we enjoy looking at all the 
beautiful merchandise and of course, there is always 
something we can’t live without. And it’s not just 
village, though that does account for a lot of what 
we buy. We look forward to seeing the new 
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Department 56 product in their displays and either 
buying or ordering it. The staff always makes us feel 
welcome and has seating ready for us as well as 
tables for our prizes and refreshments. Thanks to our 
Christmas Tree Hill hosts.

October. On October 21, Tom Bates, Department 56 
artist, visited with collectors and signed pieces at 
Christmas Tree Hill. Many of our members attended 
and enjoyed talking with him. We naturally had to 
choose some of our favorite product...just because it 
was there and we could have a special signature on 
the bottom of it. We also had the opportunity to 
meet Kim Kasunic, Department 56 Representative, 
who was really interesting to talk with and share our 
club information. Department 56 has decided to 
start a set of Market Stands for Dickens’ Village 
similar to the ones in Alpine Village. The first one is a 
fruit stand. It has a pigtail and is lighted. Wonder 
what the next one will be? A Chestnut vendor, A 
Cheese vendor, An Ornament vendor or A 
Sweetmeats vendor. We will have to wait and see, 
right?

Garden State 
Village Collectors (NJ)
September. It was great weather for the ride to the 
Morris County Library on Saturday, September 24 
and so nice to be back at our regular meeting place. 
Due to the library’s restrictions our grazing table was 
confined to only commercially packaged foods and 
drinks. There were plenty of goodies to enjoy. 
Following our business meeting the members who 
attended had fun creating a pumpkin patch 
accessory for their villages. There were many 
pumpkins, scarecrows, hay bales, moss, squirrels, 
sunflowers, acorns and other embellishments to add 
to create our little scenes. As usual, there were 
several prizes to bid on. The day’s winners were Bill, 
Jeffery, and Bernice. 
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Heritage Treasure’s Collectors’ Club of 
LI (NY)

The club held a display contest in May, 
congratulations to Grace who won and there was a 
tie for second with Dona and Al and Nancy. 

1st Place: Grace.

2nd Place Tie: Nancy.

2nd Place Tie: Dona and Al.

September the club began their 29th year. In 
October, Nancy showed the club what you can do 
with mini wine corks. Of course, you can use regular 
wine corks if you want the pumpkin, Santa hat and 
tree larger. To get the club in the Halloween spirit, 
everyone was asked to wear a hat or shirt.

November the members brought in food for Long 
Island Cares (the club collected 4 boxes), they also 
played Thanksgiving BINGO top prize was a $25 gift 
card to either Shoprite or Stop-n-Shop to finish your 
holiday shopping. November also found the club 
heading to Lancaster for their annual trip. A great 
time was had by all. 

The club also wants to extend sincere sympathy to 
the families and friends of their member Debbe 
Conte who passed way in November. 

REGION 3

No report .
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
REGION 4

Tampa Bay 56ers (FL)

October Display Contest

1st Place: Brenda Brown Gikas. 

2nd Place: Tom Sutton 

Entry by Virginia and Gus Papadopolus.

Entry by Ellen and Dennis Hoffman.

October. In addition to Tom’s seminar on using Hot 
Wire Foam Factory tools for cutting and shaping 
Styrofoam for your village, he showed how he 
accomplishes the multi-color painting style used for 
his creating a stone/rock effect on the exterior of his 
ski slope. 

Tom uses 
small 
sponge 
pieces or 
sponge 
brushes 
instead of 
the normal 
bristle 
brushes to 
obtain the 
effect 
shown 

here. He also thins out his paints with water with his 
own technique which he shared with members at 
the meeting. 

Another tool that Tom likes to use is a inexpensive 
sanding block (available at Home Depot, Lowe’s, Ace 
Hardware or any similar store) to smooth out rough 
edges. 

October 22 and 23, our club participated in HR Trains 
and Toys 74th Model Railroad Show. Special thanks 
to Marcia Pagnotta, Brenda Brown, Tom and Kelly 
Sutton, Denis Gillen, Don Crowley and Ellen Hoffman 
for help setting up and staffing our exhibit. Our goal 
was to hand out information promoting our club 
and building our membership. We may have not 
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
earned any new members so far but we were 
rewarded with a Best of Show Club display. Tom 
Sutton won best Novelty and Brenda Brown won 
runner up for their displays.

Club’s display.

Brenda Brown’s display.

Department 56 Facebook 

Congratulations to our own Jack King, past president 
of the Tampa Bay 56ers, for having his vignette 
being selected for viewing on the Department 56 
Facebook page. 

Jack used an artificial pump-kin to create this darling 
vignette using Jack’s Carving Studio and included 
pumpkins and an accessory. 

Meet Me in St. Louis

For 2022, Robert and Sharon Cone have created a St. 
Louis, MO village. 

St. Louis is a bustling 
railroad hub along 
the banks of the 
Mississippi River. 
However, for Robert 
the Gateway Arch on 
the banks of the river 
with downtown St. 
Louis in the back-
ground was the 
inspiration for this 
years display. 

Robert used an 
assortment of his 

favorite buildings from Department 56 along with 
scratch-building or modifying several pieces from 
other sources. Now add three separate passenger 
and freight rains running, animated railroad 
industries, and bridges galore crossing the broad 
Mississippi River and you have another outstanding 
Cone’s Village display. 
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
The Village Landlords (FL)
September . Jessica’s Make ‘n Take was a post box 
with autumn leaves and pumpkins. 

October. On October 15, Peggy and Dan Layton 
opened their home to the members of the Club to 
enjoy a creative Halloween display. Thanks for a 
good time, company and food. 

Images from our October 23 meeting can be found 
on Facebook and at www.villagelandlords.com.

Rosemary de Jesus was the Halloween vignette winner.

REGION 5

56 on the Square (IL)
October. Well, our club is up and fully running. We 
gathered in October for a club breakfast in Rockford. 
We chose that because we have members in 
Wisconsin and the Rockford area. Some of our 
members have been plagued with health issues this 
year so it was WONDERFUL that all could attend. We 
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
then went to a Halloween collecting members home 
to see her many Halloween vignettes. 

Our merry band of collectors.

We have a couple we would like you to know, their 
names are Karen and Steve Seichter. Karen is the real 
collector and Steve her side kick. Here are some of 
her wonderful displays. Keep in mind they put this 
up in one week, I’m tired just looking at it.

Ducky 56ers (IL)

Dan demonstrated various tools that can be used to 
carve and texturize foam board. Tools demonstrated 
included: large handmade hotwire cutting tool, 
curry comb, detail & stripping brush set and flexible 
sanding block. He used these tools to rough-out a 
vase. In October we also attended two Halloween 
Parties, one at the Mudd’s and the Collander’s. 

Part of Bill Mudd’s Halloween display.

Michelle Eckerle’s Day of the Dead display.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Dan’s rotating display in a cauldron he made of foam board.

Dan’s large handmade hotwire cutting tool.

Nifty 56’ers (IN) 
October. We had a wonderful meeting October 20 
when our NCC Rep, Ellen Somerwill and her 
husband, Dave, were in attendance. We also had the 
reveal of the vignettes we made using the building 
ornaments. Everyone had a different idea and 
Roberta was declared the winner with her fairy 
garden. Ellen also had a program on how to use one 
building (in this case, a church) and by changing the 
accessories how you can make so many different 
scenes. Also, for the first time in many years, we had 
door prizes.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Our next meeting will be in December when we will 
celebrate with a potluck dinner and tours of open 
houses.

Queen City Villagers (OH)
October. The Queen City Villagers hosted their third 
annual Trunk ‘N’ Show on a beautiful October 
afternoon at a local Cincinnati area park. Six vehicles 
sported festive fall displays to share with club 
members and other park guests. The idea of the 
Trunk ‘N’ Show originated because of COVID-19 
meeting restrictions, and has become a fun and 
different way to get together as a club as well as to 
expose the club to anyone at the park. Displays are 
not judged, and may or may not include anything 
related to Department 56 villages.

John and Eleanor Swiecki.

John and Eleanor Swiecki.
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Leroy and Karen Brothers.

Leroy and Karen Brothers.

Michael Onjack.

Michael Onjack.

Rose Heidkamp.

Rose Heidkamp.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Skip Cantilli and Mary Ann Krivacsy.

Skip Cantilli and Mary Ann Krivacsy.

Terry and Nancy Hellman.

November. We returned to our traditional meeting 
location (Monfort Heights United Methodist Church) 
for November. Meeting activities included a 

reinstatement of the current club Board members, 
general business, and the unvseiling of completed 
progressive displays. Each display was also entered 
in the NCC’s November “Thankful for Club” vignette 
contest.

Michael Onjack.
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Mary Ann Krivacsy.

Mary Jo Lawson.

Rose Heidkamp.

Terry Hellman.
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Second City Collectors (IL)
October. Club member, Carol Cavanaugh hosted a 
Make ‘n Take via Zoom on making trees out of foam 
cones and cord ribbon. This was a fun and easy 
project to do. 

Club members, Dan Mercurio and Deb and Dan 
Collander shared their Halloween displays with the 
club.

By Dan Mercurio.

By Dan Mercurio.

By Dan and Deb Collander.

By Dan and Deb Collander.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Club members, Julie and Steve, Cheryl and Wally, 
Dawn and Frank, Susan, and Steve took a trip to 
Frankenmuth, MN. to visit Bronner’s Christmas 
Wonderland. For some members it was revisiting 
this Christmas icon and for the first timers a chance 
to be in awe of the size and variety of Christmas 
ornaments and decorations.

We also did an escape room, went to a winery to try 
new wines and did a wine and chocolate paring on a 
river cruise. We also pedaled and drank our way 
through the streets of Frankenmuth on a Ped”Ale” 
trolley and always shopping. We all had a fun time 
and cannot wait for our next outing.

November. Club member, Marlis Bennett 
demonstrated how to add life to your displays. By 
using things around the house, yard, and items from 
the dollar and craft stores. Marlis also showed us 
how to build different types of fences for our 
displays. Marlis does such a phenomenal job putting 
so much detail into her displays you would think 
they are real homes.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
REGION 6

Northern Lights Collector Club (MN)

Greetings from “up north” in Minnesota where the 
ground is covered in a beautiful blanket of white 
puffy snow and Department 56 Headquarters is just 
a short drive away. It can’t get better than that!

Here’s a recap of some of the events which have 
taken place in our club since the 2022/2023 year 
began in September:

We started off by forming a number of committees 
to get things done. Here are the committees with 
their chairpersons:

• Golden Glow Convention – Chris Riley

• Election Nominating Committee – Debbie Oehme

• Chili Night Organizing Committee – Shannon 
Schultz

• Christmas Party Organizing Committee – Barbara 
Jensen and Jane Sumi

• House Hop Organizing Committee – Tom 
Iacoviello

• By-Laws Update Committee – Shannon Schultz

Per our club by-laws, the President and Treasurer are 
voted upon in even years and the Vice President and 
Secretary are voted upon in odd years. Tom 
Iacoviello and Barbara Jensen are the current 
President and Treasurer, respectively. Either because 
we’ve done such a great job in our first 2 year term or 
because no one else wanted to handle the 
“grueling” responsibilities of these positions, we 

both ran unopposed! So, we’ll start our second and 
final consecutive 2 year terms come January, 2023. 

Our annual chili night held at the November 
meeting was a great success. There were several 
versions of chili to sample with a variety of toppings. 
They were all delicious -even the vegetarian version. 
Other great side dishes and mouth-watering 
desserts rounded out the chili feast. Can’t wait until 
next year!

On Saturday, November 19, 4 members of the club 
participated in the NCC Virtual Gathering which was 
made possible through the magic of Zoom. Every 
one of the presenters was excellent. Topics included 
Styrofoam cutting and lighting techniques. Club 
Member Shirley Willis exhibited the “luck of the 
Irish” and won both a door prize and a raffle prize. 
Well done NCC!

Plans for the annual Christmas Party to be held on 
December 8 are well underway. Usually, this event is 
held at a restaurant, but this year’s party will be 
catered by Buca di Beppo, a great Italian restaurant 
which specializes in meals served family style. In 
addition to the great food, there will be a Christmas 
Trivia game, an ornament exchange and a collection 
for “Toys for Tots”. I’m really looking forward to it!

Continuing with 
the tradition of 
allowing 
members to 
volunteer to 
bring in a 
vignette for one 
of our club 
meetings, 
shown is one 
created by club 
member Carol 
Veziris for our 
November 
meeting. It 
features the Great Expectations Satis Manor Building 
from the Department 56 Literary Classics Series. It’s 
simple, but very well done. Thanks Carol for sharing 
your creativity. 

Well that’s all for this club update. To all our collector 
friends, may I wish you a “Merry Christmas” and a 
“Happy New Year”. —Tom Iacoviello
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Village North Collectors Club (MN/WI)
August. Club Pot Luck Picnic, was held August 13 at 
Kandi and Rod’s Wisconsin lake home. Lots of food, 
talking and two special guests; invited former 
members Claudia and Joe. They added different 
conversation to the event, a bit of “old times,” and 
everyone had a good time. Also present were 
Adelaide, Roberta, David, Linda, John, Gerry, Gail, 
Kim and hosts Kandi and Rod. 

Our Essentia Health Neonatal Intensive Care 
Rummage Sale Fundraiser, was only held on Friday, 
August 26. The 27th was rained out. It was held at 
Jeff and Gail’s. Next year, maybe. 

September. The club meeting, September 21, 5:00 
p.m., was at Fosters, Hermantown, MN. 

October/November/December/January 2023. 

October 18, Sammy’s Pizza, West Duluth. 

October 29, Halloween Party (with costumes and 
food); Adelaide/Roberta, Linda/David, Gail/Jeff - 
canceled due to COVID. 

November 9, President Kandi (and husband Rod) off 
to Texas for the winter.

November 16, meeting, Fosters, Hermantown, MN.

December TBD, Dickens’ display to be done at 
Aftenro Nursing Home.

December 21, Christmas Party, Blackwoods, London 
Rd., Duluth, MN.

January TBD, Club Tour of Homes.

2023 Fundraiser Rummage Sale - no at this time.

REGION 7

Air Cap 56ers (KS)

Wichita’s two Ronald McDonald Houses were 
consolidated in 2019 to a new facility adjacent to 
Wichita’s Children’s Hospital. Air Cap 56ers Club 
President Billy Edwards recently helped them 
complete an inventory of the North Pole Village 
from the two old houses. This included identifying 
where a few signs, flags, and other little pieces went 
including the little teddy bear that was found loose 
in a container box from the 1998 Ronald McDonald 
House. And also helped them decide where and 
what to display in the new facility. Part will go in the 
small living room in the entrance. Most will go in the 
large living room on the second floor. And more will 
go in a computer lounge. Later they hope to sell the 
duplicates in a charity auction. 
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The club was excited when Billy Edwards was named 
the 2022 National Council of 56 Club’s Collector of 
the Year during the NCC Zoom Virtual Gathering. 
Billy and Sharon attended the Zoom Gathering, as 
well as fellow Region 7 collectors Ethel and Rob 
Campbell from the Four State Village People (Ethel 
won a door prize).

The Four States Village People (MO)

Jim and Stephanie Everitt of The Four States Village 
People setting up the North Pole Village at The Four 
States Ronald McDonald House in Joplin, MO. 
Families with children hospitalized over the holidays 
enjoy the North Pole Village during their stay at 
Ronald McDonald House.

Jim and Stephanie Everitt.

Robert Campbell of The Four States Village People 
was honored to have his art chosen by the Missouri 
Governor’s Council on Disability for their 2022 poster 
campaign promoting Disability Employment 
Awareness month. 

Robert Campbell.

REGION 8

Oklahoma Village Collectors Club (OK)

Although the report for OVCC has been missing the 
last few issues, the group has been busy...here is an 
update: 

June. The OVCC met at the Kinsers for a display 
contest. The houses were provided representing 
different seasons. The members gathered 
accessories, trees, etc. to create a display. There were 
3 teams and 3 great displays

Creating displays.

Hard at work.
 NCC Club Connection 29 December 2022/January 2023



Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Contemplating the next move.

July. Members of OVCC came together to create 
parade floats (thanks Linda Roberts for the idea). 
There were many holidays represented. Everyone 
enjoyed creating their own little display. 

Completion of the OVCC parade floats.

A parade.

August. The OVCC took some flicker candles, rocks, 
sticks and made some great little campfires. 

Working on the campfire.

Same materials different outcomes.
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Darrell went above and beyond and decided there needed to 
be the roasting of marshmallows.

September. There was no meeting to give members 
the opportunity to attend an open house at Good 
Things for All Seasons in Grapevine Texas and All 
Thru the House in Little Rock.

Hanging out with Brandon Taylor at All Thru the House.

Many pieces were signed by Paul Lundberg while at 
All Thru the House.

The Halloween display at Good Things for all Seasons in 
Grapevine.

Scott signed many pieces while hanging out at Good Things.

October. The club visited an open house at Mary 
and Kristie’s. There was so much to see and so much 
food. It was a great time. The next weekend there 
were two houses on a tour the first was Dave and 
Cindy’s spooktacular garage, then on to the 
Crossland’s to check out ghosts and goblins in lots of 
different scenarios.

The shelves were filled with Department 56 at Mary and 
Kristy’s.
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The displays at Mary and Kristy’s spilled out onto the patio.

Mary and Kristy had Elvira packing.

Fun at Dave and Cindy’s.

At Dave and Cindy’s. Dave took the spookiness to the garage.
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The fog was thick at Dave and Cindy’s.

Haunted Mansion at the Crossland’s.

The carnival came to the Crossland’s.

The Crossland’s had the gunfight at OK corral.

November. No meeting.

New Mexico Townspeople (NM)

New Mexico Townspeople celebrated Halloween by 
visiting the homes of Chris and Misty Jester and Ed 
and Judy Hornbeck. The tour started at the 
Hornbeck’s with the black hearse and four horses 
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
greeting the arriving members outside. Scenes of 
carnival, neighborhood trick or treating, Fall apple 
stands and Halloween dancing were on display 
inside, with witches and skeletons enjoying the 
members company. The tour continued on at the 
Jester’s where the club members were greeted with 
scary skeletons and graveyard scenes. Giant 
pumpkins ushered you into the house. Next the 
Halloween Train took you through the grave yards, 
haunted mansions, ghostly campgrounds and spirit 
filled corn fields. Members also enjoyed a ghoulish 
buffet while viewing the many ghostly vignettes and 
winning spooky door prizes. The members voted 
and welcomed in the new officers for the coming 
year. What a wonderful afternoon! Next on the 
agenda is the Christmas tour which all the members 
are looking forward to viewing.

Misty and Chris Jester.

Entrance to the Jesters.

Train tour of the village.

Carnival at the Hornbecks.

Trick or Treating in the neighborhood.
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River City Villagers (TX)

October. The River City Villagers met for their 
October meeting with members both in-person and 
on Zoom. Melissa Misselhorn led a Make ‘n Take on 
how to make fall trees and leaves. She demonstrated 
using a pittosporum bush from Hobby Lobby, brown 
paint, painters’ tape, and hot glue. Members were all 
given supplies and enjoyed making their own trees 
and leaves. As usual, Melissa gave a great program, 
which was timely since members were busy 
finishing their autumn displays! 

November. Members met at the Christmas Store in 
Frederickburg for our annual Department 56 
retirement party. We were hosted by store owner 
Don Mooring, who went above and beyond by 
serving us a nice selection of cookies and mimosas. 
As usual Don provided our group with some 
wonderful prizes. His support of the River City 
Villagers has been unsurpassed. During the party, 
members enjoyed a relaxed shopping atmosphere 
where we were able to feed our addiction. After the 
retirement party, members met for a leisurely lunch 
before heading home. Another great event!
 NCC Club Connection 35 December 2022/January 2023



Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Villages by the Bay (TX)
September. In September several members took a 
Girls Trip to Little Rock to attend All Thru The House 
Department 56 Artist signing event. There we met 
Paul Lundberg from Department 56. Lisa Johnson 
was also there and provided some extraordinary 
door prizes and giveaways.

October. Our off month was another road trip to 
Liberty, TX where we shopped at RA Smith Gifts, 
Dovetail Antiques and Georges’ Treasures. Our hosts 
at RA Smiths Gifts were Pat and her daughter Susie. 
They provided refreshments for us and couldn’t have 
been nicer. We even got to see the towns “baby 
parade”. Of course, we had to eat so we went to the 
very popular JAX hamburgers, right there on the 
town square for lunch.

Next up is our Christmas Party and Charity Auction 
on December 11.

REGION 9

Village Idiots (OR and WA)

The Village Idiots had a great time at the November 
club meeting with almost all of our local members in 
attendance. We gathered an hour earlier than usual 
so we could decorate the hall for the holidays. After 
the tree and decorations were put up, we had a chili 
feed with homemade cornbread and Italian cheese 
rolls. Yum!

Joining us were two guests, Janet and Marvin Miller, 
who recently moved to Oregon from the San 
Francisco Bay Area. They ended up joining the club. 
We’re always happy to get new members! They told 
us they collect many different Department 56 
villages, and immediately volunteered to have an 
Open House in December. We can’t wait to see their 
displays.

Our new Door Prize chairman Jason Padden brought 
plenty of beautiful items for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas decorating. People were so excited when 
their name was drawn from the hat. Fae Gimbol and 
Yvonne Scott continue to handle the raffles, which 
raise money for our annual charity. Tonight’s items 
were 9 retired Christopher Radko ornaments.

Door prize chairman Jason Padden with beautiful prizes for 
the holidays.

Fae Gimbol sells raffle tickets for Radko ornaments.
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The meeting’s Program was a Make ‘n Take. Member 
Robert Argyll is skilled at creating detailed 
miniatures on his 3-D printer, which he sells online 
for enthusiasts of dollhouses, toy soldiers, dioramas, 
and villaging. Robert brought dozens of toy soldiers 
and deer with antlers for us to paint. The fine details 
were astonishing to see. He talked about the best 
kinds of paints and brushes to use, and gave 
instructions on painting techniques before we 
started working on our own. It was really 
informative, and we all ended up with some very 
cute accessories to take home for our own villages.

Robert Argyll’s 3D-printed deer and toy soldiers.

Mary Kay Saty painting deer for Make ‘n Take.

Painted Toy Soldiers.

Painted deer.

In other news, Hal Beighley has moved to an 
independent living residence, where each 
apartment has a small shelf by the door in the 
hallway. When he realized it wasn’t big enough to 
accommodate the vignettes he wanted to make, Hal 
cleverly added on a bigger piece of carved 
Styrofoam for the base so he could display larger 
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Department 56 buildings like Notre Dame Cathedral, 
Cathedral of St. Mark and Central Synagogue. His 
fellow residents were really awed, and can’t wait to 
see what’s next.

Hal Beighley’s Notre Dame vignette on hallway shelf.

The Village Idiots group that puts up displays at St. 
Mary’s Home for Boys has been busy, too. They 
installed three Halloween vignettes in October, 
followed by Thanksgiving displays for November. 
The students loved them.

St. Mary’s Home for Boys – October displays.

St. Mary’s Home for Boys – November displays.

We wish all of our fellow Department 56 collectors a 
joyous holiday season! Happy villaging!

REGION 10

California 56 Collectors (CA)
October Zoom Meeting. The California 56 Collectors 
Club held its 15th bi-monthly Zoom meeting in 
October. Member Don Wolford presented, via power 
point, his ever-extraordinary talent in using 
computer assisted lighting and music. This, 
combined with his love of Disney and trains, amazed 
our club. If you would like to see the skills that Don 
brings to the table, check out his YouTube videos 
(Magical731). If you check them out, I think that you 
will find them simply amazing!
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Our online meeting also included a segment that 
featured Debbie Shelgren interviewing new 
members, Karen and Jim Luker. We are glad to 
welcome them to our club, hear their story, and 
discover what drew them to both Department 56 
and our club. 

Another online segment of our zoom meeting 
included club-member Rosie Hurtado, who is also 
president of the Central Valley 56ers and NCC Rep 
for Region 10. Rosie gave us wonderful glimpses into 
two of her villages: Nightmare Before Christmas and 
Witches Hallow. 

Continuing our online tradition, our monthly 
winners of the Home Depot and Michael’s gift cards 
were Linda Fallon and Cathy Waters. The 50/50 cash 
prize was won by Jim and Karen Luker. 

What we find makes our online meeting such a 
success is our members and friends who shared their 
time with the club. A special thanks to Marvella 
McAllister and Debbie Shelgren for co-hosting this 
online meeting since our club president was unable 
to join us. 

Some of those who attended.

Marvella, “And the winner is…”

Don Wolford, a talent unleashed!

One of Don’s custom cars on his tracks.

Interviewee’s Karen and Jim Luker
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Rosie’s Witches Hallow

November In-Person Meeting. At a hilltop 
restaurant overlooking suburban Orange County 
California, we celebrated our annual Christmas Party. 
Thankfully, we had a very strong planning 
committee (Marvella McAlllister, Debbie Shelgren, 
and Julie Rose (if I forgot someone please forgive 
me!).

The food, whether it was filet mignon, chicken 
cordon blue, or baked salmon was quite tasty. But 
more important than the food was the connections 
and the conversations at the tables. With so many 
new members of the past year, we had well-over 50 
members attend this Christmas celebration.

We were able to pull-off this amazing event by 
charging club members only $35 with our club 
generously covering all of the additional costs. 

The meeting began with the opening remarks of our 
club president Robin Hervey, and before long, a 
hallmark event – the drawing of raffle tickets – 
commenced. We drew raffle tickets for 6 beautiful 
centerpieces, with each centerpiece focusing on the 
following series: North Pole, Christmas in the City, 
Dickens’ Village, Halloween, and New England. Six 
members (Debbie Shelgren, Doris Morton, Donna 
Link, Alita Rabe, Jeff Abraham, and Dawn Bleskey) 
utilized their talents to create captivating vignettes. 
For some of these vignette designers, it was their 
first creating a vignette, and we were glad to provide 
the opportunity. These vignettes were truly 
amazing! Our club members clearly agreed and 
bought $445 in ticket sales.

Then we actioned off four village pieces, three of 
which came from club inventory, and one of which 
was donated by Department 56, for which we are 
truly grateful. Thank you, Lisa!

What Christmas party would be complete without 
caroling! It wasn’t long before our club president 
was leading us in singing some Christmas carols. 

We also had a gift exchange where members could 
select an unopened gift or “steal” an opened from 
another club member. As you can imagine, many of 
gifts were inspiring and several were “stolen” several 
times, until their two “steal” limit was reached. It was 
fun watching others hunt out a previously opened 
gift and snatch it away. 

We also hit an all-time 
record (at least as far 
as I know) and we 
sold $600 in 50/50 
tickets, so a lucky 
club member Esme 
Gibson won $300! 
Woohoo! 

It is at event like these that I am reminded why I 
enjoy being a part of a club so much. I am grateful 
for those members who, over thirty years ago, got 
together to form a club that I still enjoy all of this 
time later.

Have a wonderful Advent and Christmas season 
from all of us at the California 56 Collectors!

The gift exchange!
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
One of the North Pole vignettes.

All eyes are on the gift exchange

Ricky’s White Elephant gift that he selected

Raffle buildings

Club 56 (CA)

Our club is in full swing creating home displays in 
preparation for the holidays but also the annual 
house tour in January. We have been asked by the 
Pleasanton Library to create to scene at the entrance 
to the Library again this year. So on December 2, 
most of the club will gather to create a fantasy using 
original North Pole pieces. 

Time out for an annual combined field trip to Morris 
Nursery with Bay Area Villagers and Club 56. During 
the holiday season Morris Nursery creates a fabulous 
display for the villages and carry Department 56 
pieces. They are the only brick and motar store in the 
Bay Area. They create a wonderland with beautiful 
Christmas trees and gifts as well.

At our monthly club meetings we are fortunate to 
have Mark Snyder, William Glen, to keep us up to 
date with Department 56 happenings, guest 
speakers and current product.

Several of us took time our from busy November 
schedules to attend the virtual third NCC Virtual 
Convention. It was so fun and I even won a door 
prize yet to be delivered. Guest speakers were very 
informative. Tom Sutton presented tricks to use on 
foam using Foam Factory tools. Victoria from Hot 
Wire Foam Factory demonstrated techniques for 
creating wood grain and some “how to use tools” 
tips. Stephen Pipin presented lighting ideas that 
were intriguing. Melinda Seeger talked about 
changes for reporting retired pieces and announced 
the top sellers for 2022. Lisa Johnson talked about 
packaging changes. Brandon Taylor and Anna 
McPherson hosted. It was a fun and informative 
convention. Now we can look forward to an in-
person convention in August.

As December approaches, our club gathers for our 
annual Christmas brunch. There is no meeting in 
December or January. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all.

San Diego 56ers (CA)
September. The September’s program was about 
roads and paths. Betty demonstrated how she 
makes roads from paint and ballast. Using a sea 
sponge with red and green for North Pole is an easy 
way to make a road or path. She also demonstrated 
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
how to use the Hot Wire Sculpting Tool to make 
cobblestone roads that enhance all villages. Debbie 
Shelgren shared that she uses Kinetic sand for her 
cobblestone roads. It’s sand that holds together like 
Play Dough and works great to fill in the cracks. Betty 
experimented by adding red paint to the sand for a 
North Pole sidewalk. She also had some Orchid bark 
and used it for a road that will go with her North Pole 
Woods. 

October. On behalf of the club members who were 
present, we are pleased to report the yard sale was a 
success in terms of camaraderie, and we gained 
three new members. It does take a village of 
members to make anything happen and thanks go 
to Robin Fiege, Catherine Ingwalson, Donna Link, 
David Urban, Felicia Hemway, Ken Roberts, and for 
everyone else support. The sales were over $800. 

It was a busy day at our last meeting. Many thanks 
and appreciation go out to Robin Fiege for setting 
up a membership table at City Lights’ open house. A 
few of our club members joined her in support of 
our club and City Lights. Our club members were 
enthusiastic in handing out a drawing form for two 
lucky customers; one won a $25 gift certificate to 
City Lights and another a one-year complimentary 
membership to our club. 

Debbie Shelgren presented 
the October program. She 
showed us another way to 
create a pond or stream in 
your village using resin. It’s a 
bit more challenging to use, but the benefit is it will 
last longer and give your village a more realistic 
water look. You can paint the bottom of the stream 
or pond or add Alcohol ink to the resin for color 
before pouring. Another product that works for 
streams and ponds is called “Craft Water.” It’s a gel 
that solidifies but does not harden. You can paint the 
surface of your pond or stream with acrylic paints or 
mix it directly with the gel. You boil the bottle in hot 
water and pour it into your project. Debbie was very 
generous in donating her resin products as a door 
prize and Catherine Ingwalson was the grateful 
winner. 

Thanks to Phyllis Newton for donating two 
Halloween buildings for a vignette used for the 
membership table and then raffled off at the 
meeting. It was my first time creating a Halloween 
vignette and it was fun doing it. The lucky winner 
was Felicia Hamwey. 
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Flowers were presented to Marge 
Bramfeld to thank her for the many 
hours and dedication to being our 
Lighting Up Lives chair for over 20 
years. 

Southwest Villagers (AZ)

October was a busy month with 3 open houses and 
a club meeting.

The meeting was a “Teams Display Challenge.” We 
divided the group into three teams and each team 
got a lit building, an accessory plus challenge items 
including a wooden display base to build a vignette 
within 60 minutes. Attending members voted for 
their favorite and the winning team received 
bragging rights.

Winning Team: Mary Jewell, Leigh Gieringer, John Autore and 
Carol Ankley.

Team of Mirella Gaboreanu, Bing Ankley, Mike Sanders 
and Ann Key.

Team of Derek Lewis, Barbara Nicole and Donna Henry.

Open houses were hosted by Mary Jewell, Roger and 
Judy Powell and Jim and Martha Draper. Each home 
was uniquely decorated and graciously hosted.

Mary Jewell’s open house.
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Mary Jewell’s open house.

Mary Jewell’s open house.

Jim and Martha Draper’s open house.

Jim and Martha Draper’s open house.

Jim and Martha Draper’s open house.
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Roger and Judy Powell’s open house.

Roger and Judy Powell’s open house.

Roger and Judy Powell’s open house.

Village Addicts Anonymous (CA)

Village Addicts Anonymous celebrated their 30/31 
Anniversary at the October meeting. Karen Holley 
did a wonderful job of decorating the meeting room 
for the anniversary and Halloween celebrations. 
There was a copy of a vintage VAA Gazette for each 
member plus a computer montage of past events. 
VAA founder, Alexes Shostac, and many past 
members attended.

Founders and Past Presidents.

October Vignettes:

Snow Village Halloween The Retching Pumpkin Diner 
designed by BJ Allen and won by Brian Allen.

Dickens’ Village Potter’s Tea Seller designed by 
Dayleen Dutcher and won by Karen Holley.
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Lemax Greenhouse designed by Karen Holley and won by 
Karen Holley.

INTERNATIONAL REGION 

Christmas Village Club of the 
Netherlands

First of all, an international greeting from the 
Netherlands to all our fellow Christmas village 
builders and enthusiasts!

After our gathering at the end of September, the 
club season really starts. The program includes four 
garden center meetings spread across the 
Netherlands. On October 2 we will be guests at 
Garden Center Osdorp near Amsterdam. A nice 
turnout of at least 150 members of the 
KerstdorpClub is warmly welcomed by the Ottenhof 
family of this garden center. After coffee and cake 
there is a small lottery where 6 members win a 
Lemax building. Then we can view the Christmas 
village display before the garden center officially 
opens. This garden center includes the brands 
Lemax, Luville and MyVillage. The garden center 
gives our members a very nice discount when 
purchasing their first items of 2022.

The week after our visit there was a huge newspaper 
article in the Parool that we are proud of!

Photos from this event: https://myalbum.com/
album/nS3z6R2tmL9t/

Three weeks later we are guests at garden center De 
Boet in Hoogwoud. More than 140 members have 
also come here. After the reception with coffee and 
cake we can go to the Christmas village display. In 
this garden center the brands Lemax, Luville, 
Dickensville and MyVillage are among others. When 
the members go home, in addition to a nice 
discount at the checkout, they also receive a nice 
goodie bag from the garden center that is 
celebrating its 50th birthday.

Photos from this event: https://myalbum.com/
album/keB3bFj6KhG9/

A week later we go with more than 40 members to 
Garden Center Intratuin Lochem in Gelderland. After 
the reception with coffee and cake we can view the 
Christmas village display. This garden center 
includes the brands Lemax, Luville, Dickensville, 
MyVillage, Jagerndorfer and the own brand of 
Intratuin Netherlands. The garden center still had 
some demonstration models that members could 
buy at a very nice discount.

The garden center is also completely in the 
Christmas spirit and so the members could also 
enjoy this before they went home via the cash 
register and there too a nice discount.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Photos from this event: https://myalbum.com/
album/YEerdFSNTA5B/

As the last garden center we will visit Intratuin Lisse 
in South Holland in mid-November. Together with 
the befriended you-tubers the dutch 
KerstdorpBouwers (Christmas village builders), we 
also have a nice meeting here with over 100 
members of the KerstdorpClub.

You-Tube of the dutch “de Kerstdorpbouwers”: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCSelkm8J6ORoXKWe3LsEqHQ

Boy and Mickey, also members of our Dutch 
Christmas Village Club, have helped with the 
construction of the Christmas village display here on 
behalf of the garden center.

Photos from this event: https://myalbum.com/
album/Gr2JvvC7byh4/

In addition to the meetings in the various garden 
centers, we are also busy building a large Christmas 
village display in the Dome Cathedral in Haarlem 
North Holland. Here, 15 members of the dutch 
Christmas Village Club have made a 45-metre-long 
Christmas village display in the crypt of the 
Cathedral. In collaboration with sponsors such as 
Lemax, Luville, Tuincentrum Osdorp, dickensville-
winkel.nl, MyVillage and dorpjesshop.nl, we were 
able to fill 10 large niches in the vaults of the cellar.

In these 10 different niches you can see Lemax 
Santa's Wonderland, Luville Molendam collection, 
Department 56 Dickens Village Christmas Carol, 
Department Winnie de Pooh, MyVillage Skihelling 
made from the new Mouldable sheets, and some 
local items such as the Amsterdamse Poort, the 
Cruquius pumping station and a presentation of the 
nearby F1 Circuit Zandvoort.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
The exhibition opens on December 17 and can be 
visited freely until mid-January.

Photos of construction : https://myalbum.com/
album/qQjoCopudWmY/

Information from the Dome Cathedral Haarlem : 

https://www.koepelkathedraal.nl/wat-is-er-te-zien/
kerst-in-de-crypte/

Then we have been able to give away an item every 
week on behalf of our sponsors for the past 12 
weeks. Every Monday evening we put a video online 
in which we show an item that the members of the 
KerstdorpClub can win. Every week a different brand 
and sponsor so that everyone can decide for 
themselves which action they want to participate in.

Every week many members participate and we then 
draw a winner from all entries on Saturday morning.

We were allowed to give away items from Lemax, 
Luville, dickensville-winkel.nl, KleinLand.de, 
dorpjesshop.nl and garden center Osdorp, among 
others.

And at the end of this event season, we are holding a 
display / vignette competition among the members. 
Members of the Christmas VillageClub can build a 
small vignette from the end of September to 
December 5 and send in a photo of it. On December 

15th we will announce the 12 winners via a live 
Facebook event.

On this page we keep track of the participants and 
you might like to take a look.

https://kerstdorpclub.nl/2022/09/27/display-
wedstrijd-2022/

After all this, we will take a few weeks of rest to travel 
to Frankfurt at the beginning of February to view the 
new items of 2023 at the ChristmasWorld fair.

We wish everyone a very nice and pleasant 
Christmas time. Merry Christmas, sorry we have two 
Christmas days here in addition to Christmas Eve.

Thanks for the great international cooperation 
through the NCC, we can reach each other and see 
what is happening for our hobby elsewhere in the 
world.

Merry Christmas!

Floris Custers and Jan Kol, Jr.

www.kerstdorpclub.nl
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NCC Associate Members 
ALABAMA
Robert Moore & Co. Christmas Town
Larry Heard 
4213 Old Mill Rd. 
Mobile, AL 36693 
Phone: 251-661-3608 
Email: robertmooreandcompany@gmail.com 
www.robertmoorechristmastown.com 

In 1976 they started like most entrepreneurs with a 
dream to fulfill the people’s wishes, hopes, and 
fantasies in their shopping experiences. After several 
expansions, their 18 acre, 35,000+ square foot building 
and out buildings have a variety of the Christmas 
items, including Department 56. 

ARIZONA
Millie’s Hallmark
Tami Shockley 
5027 E. Elliot Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ 85044 
Phone: 480-893-3777 
Email: tami@millieshallmark.com 
www.millieshallmark.com 

Millie’s Hallmark is a family-owned business, known for 
its extensive selection of fine gifts, collectibles, 
greeting cards, gift wrap, and spectacular Christmas 
items--including Department 56 villages. They strive to 
provide customers with the highest standard of service 
available, as well as the finest product selection in the 
Phoenix, Arizona area. 

ARKANSAS
All Thru the House
Janice Turnage
11316 Huron Ln. 
Little Rock, AR 72211 
Phone: 501-907-8999 
Email: thruthehouse@yahoo.com 
Facebook Page: All Thru the House 

All Thru The House is a family owned business of over 
30 years located in Little Rock, Arkansas. They 
specialize in home décor, baby items, and collectibles. 
It’s also part of Market Place Pharmacy… a one-stop 
pharmacy and gift store all wrapped up into one, if you 
will! They have anything you need “all through your 
house” including a wide variety of home décor and all 
of the Department 56 villages!

Village Realty & Landscaping 
1840 Royal Drive
Conway, AR 72034
Phone: 501-329-4016

Pattie Murphy is the proprietor of Village Realty & 
Landscaping, a wonderful business specializing in 
providing those special miniatures that make displays 
come to life. She was a regular at many of the earlier 
Gatherings (most recently making a very welcomed 
reappearance at the 2018 Sweet Home Chicago 
Gathering) and is great at demonstrating how to bring 
life to village settings by adding miniatures that she 
personally hand-picks and manufactures, plus other 
items readily available to the village collector.
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CALIFORNIA 
City Lights
Brian Young 
1212 Knoxville St. 
San Diego, CA 92110 
Phone: 800-262-5335 
Email: info@citylightscollectibles.com 
www.citylightscollectibles.com 

City Lights Collectibles, Southern California’s largest 
holiday store with over 28,000 square feet of displays 
and product, would like to welcome you. The store is 
one big holiday wonderland, where children and 
adults alike get whisked away into the holiday spirit, 
viewing awe inspiring displays of villages, collectibles, 
wonderfully decorated trees, and trains that will blow 
the mind.

Hot Wire Foam Factory
David Natal, Owner 
John Ehrenreich, Sales Representative 
216 East Laurel Ave. 
Lompoc, CA 93436 
Phone: David: 805-735-9255
John: 410-647-1680
Email: jehrenreich@msn.com 
www.hotwirefoamfactory.com/home.php 

Hot Wire Foam Factory provides professional quality 
foam cutting tools that make cutting EPS foam 
(polystyrene foam and Styrofoam) fast, fun, and easy. 

Knott’s Berry Farm
Marketplace Emporium
8039 Beach Boulevard
Buena Park, CA 90620 
Phone: 714-220-5324
www.knotts.com

The Marketplace Emporium offers an unique collection 
of gifts centered around the rich history of Knott’s 
Berry Farm. Visitors can shop fine collectibles; that 
include Department 56 and Jim Shore’s Heartwood 
Creek, clothing, and everyday gifts for everyone. 
Knott’s Berry Farm’s village history includes two 
commissioned pieces: The first for Snow Village 
Halloween – “Knott’s Scary Farm’s Billboard.” The 
billboard celebrated Knott’s annual Halloween 
extravaganza. The second “Knott’s Berry Farm’s 
Boysenberry Pie Stand,” this piece showcases the 
Knott’s family’s World FAMOUS Boysenberry Pies.

COLORADO 
St. Nick’s Christmas and Collectibles
5221 So. Santa Fe Dr. 
Littleton, CO 80120 
Phone: 630-232-4200 
Email: admin@stnicks.com 
www.stnicks.com 

St. Nick’s is a family owned and operated Christmas 
store in Littleton, Colorado. In their 22 rooms they 
feature over 90 inspiring theme trees with thousands 
of ornaments and collectibles from around the world. 
They also specialize in artificial trees and lighting for all 
your decorating needs. Please come in and visit one of 
the most beautiful Christmas stores in America. 

FLORIDA
Robert’s Christmas Wonderland
Bob or Rita Frank 
2951 Gulf to Bay Blvd. 
Clearwater, FL 33759 
Phone: 727-797-1660 
Email: rfrank02@tampabay.rr.com 
www.robertscw.com 

Everyday is Christmas at Robert’s Christmas 
Wonderland. Enter the shop and be treated to 
wonderful displays of Department 56 products along 
with many other holiday and gift items. Perfect for 
giving and receiving.

INDIANA
Cynthia’s Hallmark
Kelley Holden
1584 N. State Street
Greenfield, IN 46140
317-462-4749
Email: 1584shop@gmail.com
cynthiashallmarkstores.com

Cynthia’s Hallmark prides itself on its large variety and 
plentiful stock of Hallmark favorites. However, at 
Cynthia’s, you will find interesting and unique gifts for 
anyone. Many of your favorite lines are in stock year 
round at Cynthia’s, including Yankee Candles, Willow 
Tree, Nora Fleming, Department 56, RibbonWick and 
WoodWick Candles, Fannie May Chocolates, Lolita 
Hand Painted Wine Glasses, Tervis Tumbler, and Jim 
Shore.
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IOWA 
Village D-Lights Magazine
Polly Clark, Publisher
Tandem Publishing Group
10 Lincoln Place Drive
Des Moines, IA 50312
Phone: 1-800-765-1690
Email: editor@tandempublishinggroup.com

Village D-Llights magazine is the premier publication 
for Department 56 enthusiasts. Published by Tandem 
Publishing Group, Village D-Lights is distributed 
quarterly via subscription to Department 56 collectors 
in the United States and Canada. The magazine 
focuses on the latest and most exciting news regarding 
the Department 56 village lines. 

MARYLAND 
The Forget-Me-Not Factory
Barry and Nancy Gibson
8044 Main Street
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
Phone: 410-465-7355
Toll Free: 1-866-445-4879
Email: fmnf2000@yahoo.com 
www.forgetmenotfactory.com

The Forget-Me-Not Factory is a store where bubbles 
and fairies meet to create shopping magic, both in-
store and on-line. We are in the largest and one of the 
oldest buildings located in the heart of Historic Ellicott 
City, Maryland. Browse 3 floors loaded with items 
ranging from Department 56 Villages, dragons, fairies, 
toys, jewelry, Snowbabies, costumes, and more! Even a 
player piano on the 3rd floor!

MICHIGAN
Bronner’s CHRISTmas Wonderland 
Maria Sutorik 
25 Christmas Lane 
Frankenmuth, MI 48734 
Phone: 989-652-9931 
Email: msutorik@bronner.com 
www.bronners.com 

Bronner’s CHRISTmas Wonderland...making Christmas 
memories since 1945. The Bronner family and staff 
hope you enjoy visiting our web site and invite you to 
visit our store located in Frankenmuth, Michigan’s 
“Little Bavaria.” Home to over 50,000 gifts and trims for 
all seasons and reasons, Bronner’s is the world’s largest 
Christmas store.

MINNESOTA
Bachman’s
6010 Lyndale Ave. S 
Minneapolis, MN 55419 
612-861-7600 
Phone: 866-222-4626 
Email: customerservice@bachmans.com 
www.bachmans.com 

Over 40 years ago, Bachman’s and Ed Bazinet gave 
birth to Department 56! The company has played a 
very important role in the collecting of Department 56 
products, collector gatherings, and so much more. 

Department 56
Melinda Seegers 
7400 Flying Cloud Dr., Suite 100 
Eden Prairie, MN 55344 
Phone: 800-548-8696 
Email: MsLitTown@Dept56.com 
www.department56.com 

Some forty years ago, Department 56 began as part of 
Bachman’s, a premiere retail florist in Minneapolis. 
Bachman’s used a numbering system to identify each 
of its departments. The number assigned to wholesale 
gift imports division was, you guessed it, 56.
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NEW YORK
Fitzula’s Gift Shop
Bill Fitzula 
140 Windermere Ave. 
Greenwood Lake, NY 10925 
Phone: 845-595-1550
Email: bill@fitzulas.com 
www.Fitzulas.com 

Fitzula’s Gift Shop has strived to stay at the cutting 
edge of meeting the needs of their customers though 
their many business ventures. Fitzula’s began over 52 
years ago as a variety store through the efforts and 
vision of Bill and Rosanne Fitzula. The business 
subsequently evolved into a fine jewelry emporium in 
the 1970’s and now serves as a great source for every 
collectible you could imagine. This family owned and 
operated business is well known for its small town 
charm, variety of product, and superb customer 
service. The family’s customer service crede is to “Take 
your time looking around the shop and don’t rush! While 
we are glad to see you, we are in no hurry to see you 
leave!”

NORTH CAROLINA
Ann Critteden Hallmark
1312 Bridford Parkway
Greensboro, NC 27407 and 307 B Pisgah Church Rd

Greensboro, NC 27455
Phillip Vanderveer
Phone: 336-632-4440
Email: phil@ashby3.com 
www.anncrithmk.com
Ann Critteden Hallmark has been a family owned 
business for 28 years. Over the years they have had as 
many as 13 stores, in 2015 they have downsized to two 
stores. Their flagship store on Bridford Parkway in 
Greensboro, NC opened in 1997 and is approximately 
5500 square feet of retail space. They feature a display 
of Department 56 villages that are completely lit and 
accessorized appropriately and innovatively. Ann 
Critteden Hallmark has their Department 56 villages 
displayed year-round.

Department 56 Retirees
Harry and June McGowan 
Pam McGowan Ladetto
178 St. James Drive
Winston Salem, NC 27107
Phone: 248-705-0296 (June)
Phone: 248-882-1208 (Pam)
Email: hmcgo@citlink.net 

Department 56 Retirees is managed by Harry and June 
McGowan and Gary and Sheila Andrews. Harry and 
June have had the greatest time with Department 56 
Retirees collectors for over 25 years, after selling a 
small builders supply of 26 years in 1987.

Sigmon Lawn & Garden Center
4819 N Highway 16
Denver, NC 28073
Phone: 704-483-3350
Email: info@sigmonllc.com
www.sigmonllc.com

Sigmon has everything you need to start a garden, 
expand your current garden, or to add to your flower 
bed. When you need a little extra help with your lawn, 
they offer advice on what you should put in your yard if 
you’re re-landscaping, and how to stop those pesky 
pests from eating your plants and gardens. Sigmon 
started carrying Department 56 recently and they are 
extremely excited to be a retailer, they are enthusiastic 
about the villages and being part of the NCC. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Christmas Tree Hill
Jason Stauffer 
2801 S. George St 
York, PA 17403 
Phone: 717-741-2669 
Email: jcstauffer@christmastreehill.com 
www.christmastreehill.com 

For over 40 years, Christmas Tree Hill has delivered to 
their customers the newest, most exciting, and most 
unique showcase of fine gifts, candles, collectibles, and 
home accessories found anywhere!
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TENNESSEE 
Christmas Place
Tony West
2470 Parkway 
Pigeon Forge, TN 37868 
Phone: 865-453-0415 
Email: Twest@christmasplace.com
www.christmasplace.com 

Christmas Place is part of a family owned business that 
was founded by Hurshel and Marian Biggs in 1986. No 
visit to Pigeon Forge is complete without a visit there! 
Nestled in a Bavarian-style shopping village, what 
began as a small gift store in the Old Mill in Pigeon 
Forge, has grown to a complex of over 43,000 square 
feet of wall-to-wall Christmas!

TEXAS
S & H Trading Post
Hazel Willis
209 W. Polk
Burnet, TX 78611
Phone: 512-756-2820
Email: sh.tradingpostandmore@gmail.com

S & H Trading Post and More is a 16,000 square foot 
store with an intriguing amount of merchandise to 
please everyone including a Man-Cave and a 
Christmas Everyday Room! 

William Glen
116 Old Agnes Road 
Weatherford, TX 76088
916-737-5616 
Email: info@williamglen.com
www.williamglen.com

Where it's Christmas everyday! 

Founded in 1963, William Glen, Inc. is one of the 
premier specialty retailers of giftware, collectibles, 
housewares, and Christmas decor. Our products, 
selection and service are among the most notable and 
highly regarded in the industry.

The Christmas Store in Fredericksburg
Don Mooring
155 E Main St.
Fredericksburg, TX 78624
Phone: 830-997-5259
www.fredericksburgchristmasstore.com

The Christmas Store in Fredericksburg, Texas has been 
on Main Street for roughly 30 years. They occupy 
10,000 square feet in the heart of Fredericksburg’s 
historic district. They proudly carry many brands in the 
Enesco family including Department 56 villages, 
Possible Dreams Santa’s, Jim Shore figures, 
Snowbabies plus much of the general gift line. But it 
doesn’t stop there The Christmas Store is much more 
than a holiday wonderland; their inventory also 
includes clothing, jewelry, many home and garden 
items, candles, and much, much more.

ONLINE ONLY1 

Village Display Studio
Stephanie Stuart
512-608-8450
Email: stephaniestuartsells@gmail.com
etsy.com/shop/VillageDisplayStudio

I love sculpting village display platforms from 
reclaimed materials so you can easily create beautiful 
scenes for your village collection. Drop me a line for 
your suggestions and custom work requests! I'd love to 
hear from you!

Remember I use reclaimed materials so sometimes 
scuffs will be in places on the bottom completely out-
of-sight. You’re helping the environment and 
supporting my family. Thank you so much for that!

1. denotes Platinum Key Dealer designation by Department 56. These retailers provide the ultimate in selection including current and hard 
to find retired products. Consider visiting one of these retailers or shop one of their websites with honored reputations. Platinum Key 
retailers will have early or exclusive access or new Department 56 product.
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2022 NCC Officers
Brandon Taylor
President 
501-920-8324 
presidentncc@ncc56.com 

Anna McPherson
Vice President
vicepresidentncc@ncc56.com 

Martha Jack
Secretary 
secretaryncc@ncc56.com 

Bruce Lucas 
Treasurer 
treasurerncc@ncc56.com 

Melinda Seegers 
Department 56 Liaison 
800-LIT-TOWN (548-8696) 
mslittown@dept56.com 

Sue Chretien 
Immediate Past 
Co-President 
480-773-8575 
schretien@cox.net 

Richard Puckett 
Immediate Past 
Co-President 
RchPuc@aol.com 

Other Contributors 
Pete Baer 
Social Media Coordinator 
SocialMediaCoordinator
@ncc56.com 

Judy Severance
Club Connection Editor
editorncc@ncc56.com

Nancy Mattson
New Club Liaison
newclubsncc@ncc56.com
631-582-4193

Robin Hervey
Membership Chairperson
membershipncc@ncc56.com 

Tom Iacoviello 
Parliamentarian
Parliamentarian@ncc56.com 

Jeffery Kirchner
Associate Member 
Coordinator
associatesncc@ncc56.com

Chad Harmon
NCC Zoom Coordinator
ZoomCoordinator@ncc56.com

David Morton 
Big D 56ers 
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NCC Region Representatives
Region I 
US - ME, VT, RI, NH, MA, CT; 
CAN - PE, NL, NS, QC, NB 

Penny Miller
region1ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 6 
US - IA, MN, ND, SD, WI 
CAN - MB 

Debbie Oehme 
region6ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 2 
US - DC, DE, MD, NJ, NY, PA; 
CAN - ON 

Jeffery Kirchner 
region2ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 7 
US - CO, KS, MO, NE, WY 

Billy Edwards
region7ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 3
US - KY, NC, TN, VA, WV 

Michael Tolson
region3ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 8 
US - AR, LA, NM, OK, TX 

Dan Crossland
region8ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 4, Interim
US - AL, FL, GA, MS, SC 

Thelma McKenzie
region4ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 9 
US - AK, ID, MT, OR, WA 
CAN - AB, BC, SK 

Julie Jacky
region9ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 5 
US - IL, IN, MI, OH 

Ellen Somerwill
region5ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 10 
US - AZ, CA, HI, NV, UT 

Rosie Hurtado 
region10ncc@ncc56.com 

International Regional 
Representative 
Philippines

Maddie Pimenta 
internationalregionncc@
ncc56.com
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Upcoming Events

Facebook Live
Melinda Seegers, Ms Lit Town, hosts a Facebook Live 
session with the latest introductions and news from 
Department 56. The sessions happen the first 
Thursday at 4:00 p.m. Central Time (unless otherwise 
announced). Check the Department 56 Facebook 
page for the upcoming sessions. You can find these 
sessions as well as other events on their Facebook 
page. .

Next Club Connection
Articles and club activities for the February/March 
Club Connection are due February 1, 2023.

2023 Gathering
The Golden Glow of Christmas Past and the National 
Council of 56 Clubs (NCC) are partnering to host a 
convention/gathering in Arlington, VA next year in 
celebration of the 40th anniversary of A Christmas 
Story. The official event dates are August 15-19, 
2023, with additional tours and workshops starting 
August 12.


Articles contained within the Club Connection are solely for NCC Member Clubs. Any other use 
requires the express, written permission from the National Council of 56 Clubs executive board.




