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President’s Message
By Brandon Taylor, NCC President

H
ere in Arkansas the weather is cooling … or at least at 
night. It kind of feels like I’m living in Seasons Bay 
experiencing all four seasons in one day. Labor Day is 
often called the Unofficial End of Summer, but to villagers 
Labor Day is the Unofficial Start to Village Season! From 

Fall to Halloween to Christmas displays the building season has 
begun! Another thing that the end of summer means to 
collectors is the start of Department 56 Artist Signing Events, see 
list of remaining events on page 8.

It is our 30th Anniversary and we have guaranteed several 
surprises! From Zoom meetings to the announcement of an in-
person gathering next year the surprises keep coming. The latest 
of those surprises was the Facebook Live announcement of this 
year’s NCC President’s Award. In past years, the president has 
presented it at the dinner at that year’s gathering, via our Virtual 
Mini Gathering or in a small presentation ceremony in person after 
the gathering. This year was going to be different, another 
surprise, since the recipient was going to be present at an 
Associate Member’s Signing Event it was the perfect opportunity 
to award it in person and cast it live on social media at the same 
time.
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President’s Message (continued)
Brandon awarding Lisa Johnson with the President’s Award.

There will be only eight (8) Department 56 signing 
events this year. Of those, six (6) will be at Associate 
Members. The first of these was at All Thru the House 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. Signing events at All Thru the 
House are different from other events. It has been 
called a Destination Event… It has also been 
compared to a one day mini gathering. The Arkansas 
Villagers were able to make the store event a huge 
success. Every year they work with the staff of All Thru 
the House to welcome guests from all over.

This year All Thru the House hosted world famous 
Department 56 artist Paul Lundberg and Department 
56 Representative Lisa Johnson. This event brings in 
collectors to enjoy more than just getting a piece 
signed. The day starts with of course what villagers 
love best—shopping for villages. Then the real fun 
begins: some years there is a seminar on Styrofoam 
carving, some year (this one included) collectors get a 
sneak peek of new pieces and this year there was a 
“one-on-one idea think tank” with Paul. Villagers got 
to share ideas for future village pieces and get the 
artist’s input on those shared ideas. There are door 
prizes and raffles all day long! The Arkansas Villagers 

then provide a BBQ lunch for all those there. NCC 
Treasurer and fellow Arkansas Village Bruce Lucas 
slowly smokes the meat for 13 hours prior to the 
event. The event concludes with a tour of my displays. 
Again a truly unique event

Paul and Lisa in front of All Thru the House.

There were 5 members of our NCC Board present, 
collectors representing four (4) regions and eight (8) 
different states.

Board members: Region 5 Rep. Ellen Somerwill, Region 7 Rep 
Billy Edwards, President Brandon Taylor, Treasurer Bruce 

Lucas, and Region 8 Rep Dan Crossland.

Brandon
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NCC Financial Report
By Bruce Lucas, NCC Treasurer 

F
all is trying to sneak into Arkansas fianally. It’s been a joy seeing all the fall and Halloween displays. 
We now stand at 57 active club memberships. Unfortunately we lost an Associate Member from 
Indiana. Billy Edwards let us know Village Shoppes has closed its doors. I hope all your clubs are able 
to start meeting face to face again and share your ideas for our villages.

Everyone be safe and our hearts go out to our friends in Florida.

Happy Villaging Everyone! 

Bruce 
Treasurer’s Report 

2021 Actual 2022 Proposed 
Budget 2022 Actual

Beginning of Year Balance $12,202.31 $12,137.73 $12,137.73

Income
Club Membership Dues $0.00 $2,304.00 $2,046.21
Associate Member Dues $100.00 $2,500.00 $1,100.00
Merchandise Sales $0.00 $550.00 $550.00
Miscellaneous Income $.32 $0.00 $0.00
GLOW Income $0.00 $800.00 $1,278.40
Gathering Income $10,300.00 $10,000.00 $4,514.14
Total Income $10,400.32 $16,154.00 $9,488.75

Expense
Advertising Expense (Village D-
Lights)

$1,580.00 $1,600.00 $1,580.00

Federal Tax Fees $0.00 $40.00 $40.00

Bank Service Charge $447.94 $150.00 $134.29
Board Expenses $670.49 $1,400.00 $469.23
Contributions/Donations $7,500.00 $0.00 $0.00
Gathering/Glow Expenses $0.00 $150.00 $18.34
Merchandise Shipping $0.00 $125.00 $245.28
Merchandise Cost $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Postage and Delivery $81.45 $25.00 $0.00
Professional Fees $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Supplies $0.00 $100.00 $0.00
Web Site $185.02 $550.00 $174.97
Club Development Activities $0.00 $100.00 $0.00
Zoom  $0.00 $250.00 $249.50
Total Expense $10,464.90 $4,490.00 $2,911.61

Net Income -$64.58 $11,664.00 $6,577.14

Balance $12,137.73 $23,801.73 $18,714.87



From Ms. Lit Town
By Melinda Seegers, Department 56

Dear NCC Collector:

H
appy fall! Hope that this finds all of you 
healthy, happy and on your way to building 
the best fall or Halloween display you’d ever 
had! (And if you’re in Florida or along the east 

coast, I hope that you are dry!)

Things have been busier this fall than they were in 
the past couple of years. Our main Village artists – 
Scott Enter, Tom Bates and Paul Lundberg are out 
visiting stores again, attending events and talking to 
collectors. They are so happy to be out with you 
again! And I am also traveling a wee bit. I will be 
attending the Annapolis Villagers 30th Anniversary 
celebration in Maryland in October. (If you want to 
see if our Village artists are visiting any stores in your 
area, visit our website and look in the EXTRAS 
section for EVENTS.)

Everyone here is gearing up for the 2023 
introductions. And boy, are they going to be terrific! 
You might even see the introduction of the 
Halloween Village pieces sometime soon. Check on 
the Department 56 website, or with your favorite 
retailer for more information. We pre-introduced 
Halloween in 2022 and it allowed our retailers to see 
how big their spending budget needed to be for the 
upcoming year. Our collectors loved seeing things a 
bit earlier, too! Formal introductions with be in 
January and the pieces will start showing up on the 
website then with pre-ordering possible later in the 
first quarter. (I may have some sneak peaks during 
my FACEBOOK LIVE sessions – the first Thursdays at 

4:00 PM CST). Delivery to retailers will be 
approximately the same as always – late spring to 
early summer. It’s just that we are getting better at 
finalizing the pieces earlier in the cycle so we are 
anxious to let the collectors in on the new items. 

And speaking of FACEBOOK LIVE, I want to cover 
topics that you want to learn about, a quick email to 
mslittown@dept56.com will get to me directly. In 
November, we will be chatting with Paul Lundberg 
and we will have Rick Jackson in December.

Starting in October, I will be featuring vignettes 
submitted by collectors on our Department 56 
Facebook Page. The idea is to give all of you a little 
inspiration to think outside the box on ways yo use 
one or two Village pieces. I hope to post 1-2 
vignettes a week until Christmas. The one pictured 
here is from Dan Crossland, Oklahoma, who must 
have a wicked sense of humor. As you can see, he 
used an outdoor grill as the “vessel” to display a 
skeleton picnic!

Dan’s Halloween vignette.
NCC Club Connection 4 October/November 2022
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From Ms. Lit Town (continued)
And here is a lovely vignette submitted by Ethel 
Campbell, Missouri. She used St. Nicholas Church 
with minimal accessories. The candles add a warm 
touch that would be perfect for a Christmas Eve 
table or on a buffet.

Ethel’s display.

We’d love for all of you to submit vignettes, too. 
Email the photo as an attachment (that way we get a 
better image), along with your name and where you 
are from. I’d love for you to add a little about why 
you decided to build your vignette the way you did.

We are still receiving parts in our ever-changing 
parts depot so if there was something you didn’t see 
before, it may be there now. And we are constantly 
trying to source as many replacement parts as we 
can. With a few of the older factories closing down, 
we sometimes can no longer obtain parts that we 
used to carry. We apologize for that – but we keep 
trying, and who knows, maybe we will get lucky and 
find a new source.

As we announced on 
Facebook, we will be hosting 
an online auction in 
December. The proceeds will 
benefit Habitat For Humanity. 
The charity was the idea of 
Rick Jackson, our Creative 
Director, who announced 

that he will retire at the end of this year. Rick has 
been an active volunteer with Habitat For Humanity 
for over 25 years. Let’s band together to give Rick a 
big sendoff and send a big check to Habitat! 

The idea for the auction started when Rick started 
cleaning out his office and came across a number of 
one-of-a-kind samples that he thought collectors 
might want to own. There are bound to be some 
really interesting items that you will not find 
anywhere else! He is even willing to sign appropriate 
items if you wish!

‘Til next time, happy collecting!


Ms Lit Town 
mslittown@dept56.com 
800/548-8696 
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From the Membership Chair
By Robin Hervey, NCC Membership Chair, membershipncc@ncc56.com

Over the last few months, I have asked for 
members who are associated with their 
club(s) to answer the question, “What 
membership in your NCC club has meant 

specifically to you?” To clarify, all of the 70 plus clubs 
found on our NCC Webpage indeed belong to the 
National Council of 56 Clubs. So, if you are reading 
this, there is an excellent chance your group, though 
thought of as a Department 56 club, has its 
membership attached to the NCC.

Already, several have responded to the above 
question. With their permission, I am sharing their 
thoughts with you. Surely some of their stories will 
resonate with you and cause you to write your own 
thoughts.

1. I don’t recall the year, but sometime in the late 
80’s my daughter gave me for Christmas, Barley 
Bree, a set of two Dickens’ farmhouses.  I had 
never expressed any interest in collecting small 
houses, but they piqued my curiosity, I started to 
research, and was hooked.  The next Christmas I 
went to Bloomingdales’ and bought four more 
houses and several accessories.  I had a village.  I 
added one or two over the next years.

I didn’t find my club until 2006 when I finally 
decided to pack it in and retire.  I suddenly found 
myself with more spare time, my book club 
wasn’t enough, so I looked for something more 
and found the local D56 club just six exits away 
on the LIE.  After my first meeting I convinced my 
husband to also join.

My D56 club membership (Heritage Treasures 
Collectors Club, Long Island, NY) has been very 
enjoyable for me.  I don’t come close to some of 
the artistic folks in the club, but I’ve learned a lot 
about display from the many demonstrations 
there have been.  I’ve enjoyed the Gatherings 
that I’ve attended and the many social events 
with the club. 

I am a part of the Membership committee, but 
you don’t have to be on a committee to recruit 
new members.

My membership has led to good friendships and 
that’s a big plus. 

Grace Werner
Heritage Treasures Collectors Club, Long Island, 
NY

2. I have enjoyed many years belonging to New 
Mexico Townspeople. Through the programs 
and demonstrations I have gotten so many ideas 
and the knowledge on how to display and set up 
a village. The fun of getting to know like minded 
people and exchanging thoughts and sugges-
tions on how to construct a small or large village 
display has been priceless.  The best benefit of 
being part of the club has been in making lasting 
friendships.  

Judy Hornbeck  
NCC Rep. New Mexico Townspeople

3. As the NCC Coordinator, I have been more 
involved in my local club.  I have joined three 
other clubs who meet virtually through Zoom.  I 
have met and maintained friendships with mem-
bers from other clubs I would not have had the 
pleasure of meeting.  We share ideas and stories 
about our collections.  Membership in an NCC 
Club has given me a sense of community with 
other Department 56 collectors. 

Stephen LaMantia
Heritage Treasures Collectors Club of Long 
Island , NY    

4. Membership in my NCC Club, Heritage Treasures, 
has meant a lot to me.  

It is a way to connect with fellow members, get-
ting together to share idea's for a display, where 
to find a special house or accessory you may 
need to complete a display you are working on.  
How to fix a broken accessory or incorporate it 
into a display. Keeping us up-to-date on the lat-
est information on the newest products, houses 
and retirement pieces for each collector.

The must important is the friends and lasting 
friendships you make along the way and the love 
and camaraderie each of us share for our collec-
tions.

Looking back when all of our Dept. 56 NCC Club's 
would gather together and enjoy each other's 
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From the Membership Chair (continued)
company, that gave us a great foundation for our 
clubs to work with and the leadership of our own 
NCC Club of who without them we would not 
have enjoyed many many years of gathering 
together as a family.

Linda Taylor
Heritage Treasures
Past President of Delaware Valley 56 (disbanded)

Please consider writing your own thoughts on, 
“What membership in your NCC club has meant 
specifically to you”.  Send them to me, along with 
your name and club, with permission to share.  Your 
words could be the reason someone reading our 
NCC FaceBook page might find a home in one of our 
clubs! Thanks for your help!

Robin

Lighting information from Department 56
By Department 56 

Use this diagram to assist you when you are looking 
to replace a missing or damaged adapter. There are 
three things to check:

1. Look at the specs on the tag attached to the 
adapter plug. It is extremely important to have 
the correct voltage.

2. Check what type of connector the adapter has — 
this is how it plugs into the building. Is it an auxil-
iary plug, or a male or female jack plug?

3. Check the bulb. Sometimes you may have acci-
dentally put the wrong voltage bulb in — we use 
120 volt, 12 volt and 3 volt bulbs. Each is shaped 
differently. Using the wrong bulb can cause fail-
ure.

Once you think you have selected the correct 
adapter, read the details to see if the name of your 
piece is listed. If you still are not sure, call Enesco 
customer service for assistance, 1 (800) 548-8696. 
Unfortunately, over time, we are not always able to 
source adapters for older pieces.
 NCC Club Connection 7 October/November 2022



NCC Club Connection 8 October/November 2022

NCC Associate Member 
Signing Events

Please check with the retail to verify times!

York, PA — October 21
2:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Christmas Tree Hill
2840 Whiteford Road
York, PA 17402
Village Artist: Tom Bates

San Diego, CA — October 22
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
City Lights
1212 Knoxville Street 
San Diego, CA 92110
Village Artist: Paul Lundberg

Littleton, CO — October 29
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
St. Nick’s
5221 South Santa Fe Drive
Littleton, CO 80120
Village Artist: Tom Bates

Phoenix, AZ — November 5
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Millie’s Hallmark
5027 East Elliot
Phoenix, AZ 85044
Village Artist: Paul Lundberg

Frankenmuth, MI — 
November 5

1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Bronner’s
25 Christmas Lane
Frankenmuth, MI 48734
Village Artist: Tom Bates
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NCC 2023 Gathering and Golden Glow of Christmas Past Convention (continued)

NCC 2023 Gathering and Golden Glow 
of Christmas Past Convention

A Christmas Story in the U.S. Capitol
August 15-19, 2023

The Golden Glow of Christmas Past and the National Council of 56 Clubs (NCC) are 
partnering to host a convention/gathering in Arlington, VA next year in celebration of the 
40th anniversary of A Christmas Story. The official event dates are August 15-19, 2023, 
with additional tours and workshops starting August 12.

Anyone willing to volunteer as presenter or to be on the committee should email 
Brandon Taylor (presidentncc@ncc56.com) or Anna McPherson 
(vicepresidentncc@ncc56.com).

Stay tuned for additional information as they become available.

Attendees do not need to be a member of a NCC club to attend the event.



Connecting with Our Clubs

REGION 1 

Club Lamplighters of Québec (CN)

Many of our club members met for the Rosemere 
Secret Garden Tour in July. We relaxed afterwards on 
the terrasse of a local Italian restaurant for a late 
lunch.

We had our Annual Corn Roast & BBQ on August 24. 
Our hosts, Jean-Claude and Diane Forand, received 
us in their beautiful garden. They truly treated us like 
royalty. Our cook Pierre made his special burgers 
and the other men prepared the corn. Many thanks 
to the executive committee for all the planning and 
shopping. It was a perfect team effort and everyone 
enjoyed themselves. Also, many thanks to our 
sponsors Diane and Michel Bourgeois for the lovely 
door prizes.

Our latest meeting was held on September 18. Many 
items were on the agenda including the details for 
our Christmas party. We also appreciated the 
following presentations:

Pierrette Duquette’s Halloween vignette.

Jean-Claude Esteve’s Autumn display including his many 
rehabs.

Jean-Claude Esteve’s Autumn display.

Pierre Di Tomasso’s workshop on the best adhesives 
to use when fixing porcelain buildings and 
accessories.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Loctite Glass Glue, Bondic (UV cured), and Instant Bond

The Village Elves Club of Quebec (CN)

The Village Elves Club made its annual corn roast last 
August 13. We tasted succulent corn thanks to the 
recipe of Gaétan Barbe, member of our club, as well 
as hot dogs prepared by Michel Renaud and Denis 
Barbe, our president.

This summer activity was very successful thanks to 
the participation of members and sponsors. 

Corn roast attendees.

REGION 2

Annapolis Villagers (MD)

Bob Eustice (Immediate Past President) joined the 
in-person September meeting at the American 
Legion Post 175 in Severna Park, MD via Zoom. He 
presented a slideshow titled “The Annapolis 
Villagers 30 Years.” The presentation provided a 

summary of the Villagers 30 years (1992-2022) as an 
active Department 56 Collectors Club and a little 
stroll down memory lane. The annual ice cream 
social was also held at the meeting.

The 30th Anniversary Celebration Banquet will be 
held on Sunday, October 17 at the American Legion 
Post 175.

Dept 56 Villagers of Central PA (PA) 
July. We had a really enjoyable and busy 
afternoon...delicious food, fresh lemonade, funnel 
cakes, a corn hole game that Ed won, a golf game 
that Mary Lou won, questions from Doctor Don that 
many of us answered and won a prize, and finally we 
planned our activities for the coming year.

After the meeting, Bill showed us some of the 
vignettes he has been working on. They have 
interesting wiring for lighting.

Vignette by Bill.

Vignette by Bill.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Garden State 
Village Collectors (NJ)

August

Our president, Jeffery Kirchner, thanked everyone 
for attending and welcomed the guests from the 
Long Island Heritage Treasures club and our two 
newest club members, Jill and Nancy. He then 
presented a brief history of our club and spoke 
about the upcoming NCC Gathering next year in the 
D.C. area, and he announced that beginning in 
January of 2023 he will take on the role of NCC 
Secretary. Congratulations Jeffery! While giving his 
presentation a video phone call came in from NCC 
President, Brandon Taylor, who was unable to 
attend. Brandon sent his best wishes for our 
continued success. Jeffery went on to explain about 
the50/50 raffle and items that were up for a silent 
auction and stated that all proceeds would be 
presented to a charity. As the last remaining original 
founder of our club Jeffery presented Bernice with a 
framed certificate of recognition for her 30 years of 
membership and a gift of an NCC Anniversary Clock 
updated with pearl paint. Karolee was also 
presented with the same clock as a thank you for all 
she has done for our club. There were a lot of games, 
prizes, and fun at the outdoor games, and before we 
knew it, it was time to bid our farewells before 
traveling home. Again, our thanks to Karolee! 

Georgian Bay Villagers (CN)

Our August Zoom meeting was well attended and 
very entertaining, with our NCC President Brandon 
Taylor talking about the recent gathering of the 
Golden Glow of Christmas Past and the NCC’s plans 
to join forces with them for our first in-person 
gathering next year in Washington DC. He also gave 
us a heads up that we would be having a second 
virtual gathering this fall.

Rick Jatiouk entertained us with his initial forays into 
collecting. We then enjoyed a collage of vignettes 
from Barbara, Martha, Hilary, and Bob.

Short “how to” seminars were once again presented 
by Barry on glues and ground covers, and by Norm 
on building up; not out.

Trillium Village Collectors (CN)

Halloween and Thanksgiving Collecting by 
Dennis Taylor

When I first started to collect Halloween pieces, like 
many I was intrigued with the Haunted House type. 
My memories of Halloween go back to trick or 
treating so I became interested in houses that were 
decorated for Halloween and children, in costume, 
out trick or treating. As time wore on there were 
more collectibles that related to fall and 
Thanksgiving, so I bought some of those. You will 
see in this collection Thanksgiving at Grandma’s 
House. At one point Department 56 came out with a 
specific Sleepy Hollow Collection, although they had 
already done something similar in the New England 
Collection. I bought the collection when we 
attended one of the Gatherings. Later, Department 
56 came out with the Haunted Train Collection and 
since I had always liked trains, I bought it. Still later 
and still being produced is the Witch Hollow 
Collection. 

By Dennis.

By Dennis.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
By Dennis.

REGION 3

No report .

REGION 4

Region 4 NCC club members survived hurricane Ian 
with minor damage, mainly branches and palm 
fronds in yards. We appreciate the concern of other 
members.

North Florida Village Collectors (FL)

Hello fellow Collectors our North Florida Village 
Collector Club finally had an opportunity to get 
together on Saturday, September 24. Our meetings 
have been few and far between the last year and a 
half. We had a lovely afternoon at the home of Billy 
and Elaine Anwander. Elaine has Dickens and 
Christmas in the City and had her displays set up 
beautifully. It was a lovely day in Florida. We were 
able to sit out on the screened in patio and have 
lunch. Below are several pictures from our club. 
Those in attendance were Billy and Elaine Anwander, 
Anita and Mark Sanford, John and Barby Ramsey, Jim 
and Sandy Starnieri, Larry Shughart, Mark Klemens, 
and Fred and Angie Gorbell. We plan to get together 
again before the holidays. We all enjoy reading the 
Club Connection and seeing what other clubs around 
the country are doing.

Attendees at the September meeting.

A fall scene at Billy and Elaine’s home.

Another display at Billy and Elaine’s home.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
One of Billy and Elaine’s displays.

Of course you know from the name of our club we 
are located in Northeast Florida. Right now we’re all 
preparing for hurricane Ian. Hopefully those folks in 
the Naples and Tampa area will not have too much 
damage. We are expecting a lot of wind and rain. We 
have all of our snacks and drinks ready for a 
hurricane party. 

Tampa Bay 56ers (FL)
August. The Tampa Bay 56ers had a great meeting 
on August 7 at the home of Tom and Kelly Sutton. 
The members attending enjoyed an ice breaker 
Bingo game, a PowerPoint presentation on new 
Village pieces by Department 56, and had a great 
lunch. 

Tom and Kelly were gracious hosts and have a 
beautiful home and gardens. At Kelly’s request, 
canned goods were brought to the meeting for 
Metropolitan Ministries. Tom delivered 66.8 lbs. of 
canned goods a few days later. 

Attendees at the August meeting.

REGION 5

Ducky 56ers (IL)

The Ducky’s got together in September for a 
wonderful picnic at the Collander’s house. Great 
company, food and a fun “corn hole” contest. 
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Hoosier 56’ers (IN)

The August 18 meeting was well attended with 34 
club members, including five (5) new members in 
the “small warehouse” of Cynthia’s Hallmark. A 
“spam” in the e-mail of the club’s newsletter The 
Village People Gazette limited the attendance (see 
picture.0010.jpg). Breakfast food was brought to the 
meeting by Club members for serving breakfast at 
the Indy Ronald McDonald House. D56 Pre-orders 
for Club members were available at 25% off your 
total purchased, a “gift” for Club Members from 
Cynthia’s. A total of $15,000 was purchased in pre-
orders. Also available for purchasing to club 
members was a collection of retired Christmas in the 
City (1990 – 2005), approximately 60 houses and 40 
accessories. Club members were able to buy at $20/
house and $10/accessory.

On August 19, club members were up early (7 a.m.) 
to service breakfast at the Ronald McDonald House, 
with the food brought in at last night’s meeting. This 
is our “service project” of giving back to those in 
need. We have been doing this, since 2000.

Getting ready to serve breakfast.

On August 20, back at the Ronald McDonald House 
to update out North Pole Display. This display was 
donated by the club to the Ronald McDonald House 
in 1999 and every year we replace burnt out bulbs 

and do a general refurbishing. The central part of the 
display was donated by a club members who won 
1st prize when we went to the National Convention 
in Eden Prairie in late 1990. The children at the 
Ronald McDonald House really enjoy the display.

Getting ready to setup the North Pole display.

Setting up the display.

Nifty 56’ers (IN) 

No meetings in August or September. Next meeting 
in October. Region 5 Representative, Ellen 
Somerwill, will be a guest at this meeting.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Queen City Villagers (OH)
August. The Queen City Villagers did not meet 
during June or July, as is customary for the group. 
Our annual summer picnic and pool party was held 
in August at the home of club members Bill and Gini 
Morton. Bill and Gini provided the main course while 
others brought an assortment of dishes to share, 
from savory sides to delicious desserts. It was a 
beautiful, warm and sunny day – perfect for 
enjoying each others’ company! 

September. In September, we resumed our regular 
meetings at Monfort Heights United Methodist 
Church. Our typical meeting format starts with a pot 
luck and social hour. This month, the social hour 
culminated in an ice cream social. The club provided 
vanilla and chocolate ice cream while members 
brought their favorite toppings to share. It was a 
delicious treat to kickstart us back into club 
business. Completing our progressive vignettes, 
along with discussions about future meetings and 
club activities were a few of the topics on the 
agenda. 

Second City Collectors (IL)
July. Some members of our club attended the 
Golden Glow in Chicago. The event was a great 
success and was enjoyed by those who attended.

SCC members attending: Steve and Julie Jacky, 
Brandon Taylor, Dan Mercurio, Marqus and Anna 
McPherson, and Ellen Somerwill.

September. During our September meeting 
member Carol Cavanaugh shared pictures of her 
beautiful Fall Display.
 NCC Club Connection 16 October/November 2022



Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
REGION 6

No report .

REGION 7

Five collectors from Region 7 attended the Open 
House and Artist signing at NCC Associate Member 
All Thru the House in Little Rock, AR on September 
17. Ethel, Rob, and Chuck Campbell represented the 
Four State Village People. Billy and Sharon Edwards 
represented the Air Cap 56ers. Brandon, Paul, and 
Lisa made this so much more than the normal Artist 
signing. It was a great day meeting, exchanging 
ideas, and just visiting with other collectors from 
several states. We enjoyed a delicious lunch 
provided by the Little Rock club. Afterwards we were 
delighted to visit Brandon Taylor’s Mom’s home 
(Virginia Sappington Taylor) and their village 
displays which was truly - All Thru the House!

Paul Lundberg at All Thru the House.

REGION 8

New Mexico Townspeople (NM)

During August the New Mexico Townspeople were 
made welcome to enjoy their annual picnic and 
auction at the home of Lorrie and Andrew Allen. The 
club took over the Allen’s lovely backyard and set up 
auction tables and picnic benches to everyone's 
delight. On the agenda for the meeting was a talk by 
our president, Chris Jester on lighting, a Make ‘n Take 
on making trees from party hats, a discussion on the 
plans for the annual village tour and of course door 
prizes. The auction was a huge success and many 
people went home with treasures that they just 
could not pass up! Last but not in the least, many 
thanks to the Allen’s for the very yummy taco bar 
and many extras that they provided for the club’s 
picnic lunch—so good!
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Attendees at the August meeting.

Club president, Chris Jester talking about LED lighting.

Cindy Randle checking out the auction tables.

River City Villagers (TX)

The River City Villagers met for their August meeting 
offering both in-person and Zoom. We had a 
fantastic turnout with over 20 members attending. 

For the night’s program, David Grubaugh showed us 
how to make snowman globes with village scenes 
inside. He began with 3 clear, glass bowls: small, 
medium, and large. David started the presentation 
by placing snow in the bottom of the bowls and 
continued by using houses, trees, and accessories to 
build a small vignette inside each bowl. In addition, 
he placed scotch restickable tabs on the rims in 
order to stack the bowls. Finally, he topped the 
snowman with a hat and scarf made by Margaret 
Farris.

David demonstrating how to make a snowman.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Finished snowman.

Margaret continued the program by demonstrating 
how to make a top hat. She showed members how 
to use stiff felt, cups, plates, garland, and ribbon, 
tinsel, beads, and other decorations to assemble the 
hats. Those that attended in-person had the 
opportunity to complete their own top hat as a 
Make ‘n Take. Members had loads of fun and are 
ready to go home and make their own snowman!

REGION 9

Village Idiots (OR and WA)

The September meeting of the Village Idiots was 
really heart-warming. Members of the club (as well 
as the club itself ) have played several roles at St. 
Mary’s Home for Boys in Beaverton, Oregon. Lynda 
Walker, Director of Development at St. Mary’s, was 
our guest speaker. She told us the home was 
established over 131 years ago, and provides 
treatment and care to troubled, abused and 
neglected boys between the ages of 10 and 18. 
Every month throughout the entire year, some club 
members create and install seasonal vignette 
displays in the school’s display case. Lynda told us 

the boys really love the displays, and always look 
forward to what’s coming for the next holiday. 

In addition to the seasonal displays, the Village Idiots 
donate funds for special occasions like Easter treats, 
Cracker Jax, Halloween or whatever St. Mary’s may 
need. The resident boys often send a large envelope 
of handwritten thank you notes and drawings. Some 
may be hilarious, and all are thankful and touching. 
One boy wrote that he had never received a gift 
before. The members of the Village Idiots are proud 
of our relationship with St. Mary’s and will continue.

We took our guest speaker Lynda Walker out to dinner before 
the meeting via a blue-and-black tiger-striped stretch limo. We 

all had so much fun!

September meeting guest speaker Lynda Walker from St. 
Mary’s Home for Boys with Hal Beighley.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
St. Mary’s Home for Boys displays for August. Notice the 
“Where’s Steve?” sign asking the students to find a little 

figurine tucked away somewhere in the display.

St. Mary’s Home for Boys displays for September - charming 
Seasons Bay vignettes.

The second half of the meeting was on Fall projects 
or hobbies. Jan Michaud displayed a gorgeous 
pumpkin made from purple velvet and lace. Jane 
Sprando showed “faboolous” decorated Halloween 
paper mache witch hats and two fall wreaths. Laurie 
Burgess personalized a mug with a unicorn and 
purple G for Jane’s granddaughter. Laurie uses a 
special machine customize mugs with photos, 
sentiments, etc. Her Village Idiot mug is popular.

Jan Michaud with her beautifully handmade fabric purple 
pumpkin, ready for a Fall bazaar.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Jane Sprando showed us her darling paper mache Halloween 
witch hats, made for a family who plans to display them on 

their spiral staircase.

Jane with some of her Fall wreaths.

Laurie Burgess creates custom mugs. Shown here is one for 
Jane’s granddaughter’s birthday and the other is a Village 

Idiots Club mug.

We hope you all have a wonderful time setting up 
your Fall and Halloween displays. We look forward to 
seeing your photos.

REGION 10

California 56 Collectors (CA)
August. The August Zoom meeting for the California 
56 Collectors definitely impressed it’s attendees. This 
bi-monthly online format has continued following 
the pandemic, increasing club membership from 
those who joined nationwide. It also has paved the 
way for our nation’s village experts to share their 
knowledge with the club, both online and the in-
person portion that has gone back to our local 
meetings on the alternate bi-monthly calendar. 

This month’s interviewee was Esme 
Gibson, who gave us the 
background on not only her 
Department 56 story, but her many 
other avocations! This is always a 
wonderful way to discover the 

interesting lives of members. Questions are sent 
ahead of time, so as to not put anyone on the spot.

Linda DiTomasso is a premier 
builder in the use of plaster. Her 
attention to detail sets this 
international artist apart. As a 
“satellite” member living in 
Montreal, Canada, our hybrid 

platform allows us to see her fabulous display, still in 
the finishing touches. Hats off, Linda!
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
 Linda uses incredible plaster technique.

Julie Jacky, another satellite member, 
from Chicago, IL, was asked and 
capably led us through the various 
sights to look for when purchasing 
online products related to our 
villages. And, interestingly, one not 

usually mentioned is: shopgoodwill.com. Robin was 
lucky enough to acquire one of the original 6 Snow 
Village buildings for… are you sitting down? $16.00! 
(plus another $16.00 in shipping). Thanks goes to 
Ellen Somerwill on that one!

Online door prizes are gift cards, easily mailed to the 
winners. The same with 50/50 raffles. The use of 
online payment systems, Venmo, PayPal, Zelle, make 
for quick transfers of monies to club winners. 
Conversely, it also allows for members to buy tickets, 
pay dues and other club related matters.  

If you ever want to see how an online club operates 
and feels, Robin.  We’d gladly welcome your interest. 

August Zoom’s 28 attending members.

September. Three clubs, the V.A.A., San Diego 56ers 
and ours joined a long awaited event at NCC 
Associate Member City Lights in San Diego on 
September 10. Lisa Johnson offered two signed 
retired pieces to lucky winners. Owners Brain and 
Spencer and a wonderful staff kept us amazed at this 
year’s displays. An awesome Italian meal followed 
the shopping frenzy.

Well done, City Lights!
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Happy Campers

Frank Mapes presents a replaced globe to Lisa Johnson

Tracy, Kathy, David and Betty enjoying their meals.

Knott’s Berry Farm was our In Person meeting for 
September. The Amber Waves restaurant is happy to 
get our lunch business and we are happy for the ‘no 
cost to us’ venue to conduct our meeting. Marking 
our 31st Anniversary as a club and welcoming new 
members, we enjoyed an ice cream social, following 
fun interviews from the entire group. 

Marvella McAllister’s Halloween vignette found a happy 
member’s home!

Kathy’s number won her the Knott’s 50.00 gift card from 
Marvella.

Manager Hil Lopez accepts a wreath made by Debbie 
Shelgren from Robin and Marvella.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Central Valley 56 Collectors (CA)
August. Mark Snyder unboxed the new Nightmare 
Before Christmas pieces. Included are: Christmas 
Town Carousel, Santa’s Workshop, Jack Sees His First 
Snowman, Sandy Claws, Christmas Town Street Lights. 
These pieces are so cool and will be a delight for any 
collector enjoying Nightmare Before Christmas. 
Thank you Mark for sharing these. He also displayed 
Elvira’s Celebrity Trailer, Elvira On Set and Elvira’s 
Macabre Mobile. He also has the Disney’s Singing 
Busts and Haunted House Gate. If anyone is seeking 
the black adapters, Mark has them in stock.

Rosie Hurtado shared how she prepared foam 
posterboard for use. She demonstrated how to peal 
the paper off both sides. She uses hot glue and tacky 
wax to hold pieces together. She gave a walk-around 
tour of her Nightmare Before Christmas display still 
in progress.

Rosie’s Nightmare Before Christmas display.

Rosie’s Nightmare Before Christmas display.

Rosie’s Nightmare Before Christmas display.

Cheryl Folla has been busy designing 3D fences and 
stone. 
 NCC Club Connection 24 October/November 2022



Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Halloween fence by Cheryl.

Fence by Cheryl.

Mickey fence by Cheryl.

Fence by Cheryl.

Stonework by Cheryl.

Brian Vail has completed his Christmas in the City 
display. 

Brian’s Christmas in the City display.

Brian’s Christmas in the City display.

Brian’s Christmas in the City display.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Club 56 (CA)

On September 17-18 SueEllen and Wayne 
Cunningham, JoAnn Stooksberry, Jaylene Wilson 
and Mary Claire Sites attended Sue Parker’s open 
house. This is a spectacular venue held at her home 
in Lake Tahoe. The weather could not have been 
more perfect for sitting on the deck with appetizers 
and drinks licking thru the pine trees at the lake. Sue 
prepared and hosted a dinner for 8 people. The 
evening was filled with stories and laughter before 
bedtime at Sue’s. The next morning Sue had 
prepared a brunch and again it was wonderful food 
and conversation. 

The highlight of the open house was Sue’s displays 
of Dickens and her extra large display of the now 
historic New England village. Her fall themed New 
England village is displayed so well one could use 
their imagination and hear the activities, horses and 
conversations in the village. The display had to be 
viewed several times to take in all the detail. Like the 
New England display, the Dickens’ display was 
equally as colorful presented in a fall theme. Sue 
puts in so much detail that represents the era of 
both villages. Her open house is held every other 
year except during the pandemic. It is an anticipated 
event.

Sue’s display.

Sue’s display.

Sue’s display.

On September 28 we held our meeting on Zoom 
since we have members in several states. Several 
topics for discussion were field trips, Christmas 
Brunch, Christmas display and our annual election of 
officers for the 2023 term. Our new officers are:

President: Sue Cunningham
Vice President: Mary Claire Sites
Treasurer: Wayne Cunningham
Secretary: Sue Parker and 
Co-Secretary: Jaylene Wilson
Sargent at Arms: Jaylene Wilson
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
San Diego 56ers (CA)
July. The result of the LUL survey was announced at 
the July meeting. The majority vote was to keep the 
inventory and not give it to Rady’s Children’s 
Hospital. We are grateful to Nancy and Greg Ogrod 
for letting us use their home for sorting and 
temporary storage. The get-together on August 7 
was a huge success and the teamwork was 
incredible. Many thanks go out to Robin Hervey, 
Robin Fiege, Donna Link, Felicia Hemway, Greg and 
Nancy Ogrod, Debbie Shelgren, Catherine 
Ingwalson, Lauren Murphy and her grandson. It felt 
good to reacquaint missing accessories with their 
boxes, sort the trees, and inventory where each 
building and accessory would be going. All the other 
buildings and accessories will be sold at a future 
yard sale. 

July meeting attendees.

We have a commitment from Lantern Crest, a Senior 
Living Community in Santee, who are excited about 
receiving three displays for their lobbies, and a 
fourth display is almost spoken for. Lauren was busy 
picking out prizes for our upcoming 30th 
Anniversary Party in 2023 and Debbie has agreed to 
make wonderful vignettes for the 30th Anniversary 
party with some of the LUL buildings. We have 
plenty of good raffle prizes for our club meetings as 
well. Before the boxes are delivered to our new LUL 
locations, some of the committee feel we need to 
redo the backdrops. Be on the lookout for when the 
backdrop painting party will happen and where. 
Future dates of LUL set-up will be coming soon. 

The July program was so much fun revisiting our 
club member’s previous village displays. It’s a good 
reminder of how many talented and creative club 
members enjoy setting up their villages. 

September. Our club joined CA 56ers and Village 
Addicts Anonymous in an outing to NCC Associate 
Member City Lights. It was a wonderful day meeting 
new folks and sharing in the enthusiasm with others 
for collecting. The CA 56ers did a 50/50 raffle and a 
third of the sales profits went to us. We have an 
additional $24.00 from the 50/50 and $15.00 for 
raffle prize tickets that Lisa Johnson donated. Thank 
all of you again for joining us for a fun and 
informative day. 

Southwest Villagers (AZ)

On September 10, we enjoyed a day of “West Side 
Home Tours.” We had 3 open houses and had 40 
members and guests participate. Members were 
asked to bring a memento or story to share about 
their favorite place to visit. It was a full day of great 
fun sharing our stories, enjoying delicious treats and 
wonderful village displays and memorabilia fun, 
plus super door prizes.

Our first stop in our West Side 
Tours was “Chicago - Our Kind 
of Town.” This was the home of 
Mike and Becky Blue. We 
enjoyed Becky’s authentic 
Chicago dogs with all the 
fixings, Mike’s amazing train 
room, and Chicago 

memorabilia plus the iconic Chicago Landmarks. The 
first five club members shared their stories of their 
favorite places to visit.

Chicago Cubs display by Mike and Becky.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Chicago display by Mike and Becky.

Our next stop in our West Side 
Tours was “The Big Apple - 
New York City” Home of Ed 
and Judy Logan.   Judy served 
yummy New York style 
Cheesecake with cherry and 
blueberry toppings. Ed had 8 

different stations set up around their home for us to 
visit plus his great train room. Members continued 
to share their favorite places to visit.

Judy and Ed’s New York display.

Judy and Ed’s tribute to Queen Elizabeth display.

And our last stop of was 
Halloween Town at the home 
of Carl and Leslie Wilson. 
From entering the front door 
and throughout their lovely 
home everything was 
beautifully decorated for 
Halloween. We enjoyed Carl’s 

many creative Halloween displays and Leslie served 
us Halloween treats that were perfect for the end of 
the day. Members continued sharing their stories. At 
each home we had door prizes that were themed for 
each city we visited.

Carl and Leslie’s Ouija Board display.

Carl and Leslie’s IT display.

We are very excited about the upcoming Holiday 
season. On the Southwest Villagers’ calendar, we 
have 9 open houses at members home; 3 club 
sponsored activities and 3 Department 56 events at 
our local retailers. It’s going to be a fun next couple 
of months with everything Department 56! 
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Village Addicts Anonymous (CA)
August. Village Addicts Anonymous held a Zoom 
August Meeting.

VAA Special Raffles were:

New England Village Chapman’s Cider House designed by 
Dayleen Dutcher and won by Barbara Reyna.

North Pole Polar Palace Theater designed by Jan and Ridi 
Lauritzen and won by Joan Thomas.

North Pole Ginny’s Cookie Treats designed by Jan and Ridi 
Lauritzen and won by Dayleen Dutcher.

September. In September, the Village Addicts club 
members, along with members of the CA 56 
Collectors and San Diego 56ers met at the fabled 
City Lights Collectibles store in San Diego for a fun 
get-together. We were joined by Department 56 Rep 
Lisa Johnson who had some nice prizes for us.

INTERNATIONAL REGION 

Christmas Village Club of the 
Netherlands

Dutch KerstdorpClub Gathering 2022

Sunday, September 25. It was finally time, after 
three years there is our Christmas Village Club 
Gathering in Achterveld again. The room “our 
building” of the Roskam was again a mecca for like-
minded people for one day. More than two hundred 
members know their way around and visit the event 
around the start of our Christmas season.

After months of preparations and visits to sponsors, 
the last weekend of September was finally in sight. 
After part of the prizes have already been 
temporarily stored at Chantal, we can load our cars 
on Saturday with the other stuff and supplies for the 
party on Sunday. After a quick visit to garden center 
Eurofleur, we arrive around five o’clock in the 
Roskam, where several members have already 
arrived who are spending the night there. We had 
dinner with a small club and then we can enter the 
location to prepare it for the arrival of a large group 
of members on Sunday. Tired but satisfied we crawl 
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
into our hotel rooms at midnight to roll out fresh 
and fruity after a few hours.

Sunday at eight o’clock we open the doors of “our 
building” and some volunteers arrive to perform the 
last acts. DorpjesShop was already set up on 
Saturday, just like PCT Truffels. On Sunday Christien 
from Ashtown, Henk-Johan from the Dickensville 
store and Sandra from MyVillage will set up their 
booth. Fortunately, many hands make light work 
and we are only proud that so many people help us 
with this! Because the gigantic second-hand 
Christmas village market is also quite a job. Even 
though we rely on some experience from the past, it 
is exciting every time. Many items have changed 
hands. Garden Center Osdorp has provided the bags 
here. Raymond Lips gives a 3D printing 
demonstration and some members of Joop are 
claying at the clay workshop. Later we also see Joop 
give some text and explanation to an Arduino 
question from one of the members. Meanwhile, at 
Werner’s as the “doctor”, a number of patients are 
examined and repaired.

A number of our great sponsors will also have a 
stand on the gathering. Christien, for example, has 
her shop www.Kerstwebshop.nl with a number of 
beautiful items especially aimed at our villages. 
Gerrie is there with her webshop 
www.dorpjesshop.nl and many new Lemax and 
Luville items. Henk-Johan from www.Dickensville-
winkel.nl with a number of demo models from 
season 2022. Paulien with her chocolate truffles 
from www.pcttruffels.nl and Sandra from 
www.MyVillage.nl with the new Moldable Sheets, 
highly recommended for your village as a back and 
forth /or substrate.

In the middle of the room are our friends and You-
Tube channel of the Dutch Christmas village 
builders (de Kerstdorpbouwers) who demonstrate a 
number of things and offer various tools for sale. 
Due to the crowds, it is impossible to speak of a real 
village or mountain, but many people have asked for 
tips and received explanations. https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCSelkm8J6ORoXKWe3LsEqHQ

At the end of the day is the big lottery/raffle and we 
can give away many items from our sponsors. We 
can’t mention them often enough because that’s 

what the club runs on. We received many items from 
Lemax, Luville, PeHa, Dickensville shop, 
Dorpjesshop, Ashtown, MyVillage, FelinaWorld, TC 
Osdorp, TC de Boet, kleinland.de and Department 
56. How cool was that!

The more than 140 members present who were still 
there at the end of the afternoon all received a prize 
to take home in addition to the goodie bag they had 
already received at the entrance. Luville had made a 
bag available with a new item from 2022. In 
addition, Lemax had given everyone a new item and 
MyVillage and another small item. Some included a 
small surprise from MyVillage. There was also a 
discount voucher from the other attendees to be 
able to buy with a discount at the various web 
shops.

Click here for a complete photo album of this day of 
various members:

https://myalbum.com/album/eVtG2Wpnz6ww

www.kerstdorpclub.nl
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NCC Associate Members 
ALABAMA
Robert Moore & Co. Christmas Town
Larry Heard 
4213 Old Mill Rd. 
Mobile, AL 36693 
Phone: 251-661-3608 
Email: robertmooreandcompany@gmail.com 
www.robertmoorechristmastown.com 

In 1976 they started like most entrepreneurs with a 
dream to fulfill the people’s wishes, hopes, and 
fantasies in their shopping experiences. After several 
expansions, their 18 acre, 35,000+ square foot building 
and out buildings have a variety of the Christmas 
items, including Department 56. 

ARIZONA
Millie’s Hallmark
Tami Shockley 
5027 E. Elliot Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ 85044 
Phone: 480-893-3777 
Email: tami@millieshallmark.com 
www.millieshallmark.com 

Millie’s Hallmark is a family-owned business, known for 
its extensive selection of fine gifts, collectibles, 
greeting cards, gift wrap, and spectacular Christmas 
items--including Department 56 villages. They strive to 
provide customers with the highest standard of service 
available, as well as the finest product selection in the 
Phoenix, Arizona area. 

ARKANSAS
All Thru the House
Janice Turnage
11316 Huron Ln. 
Little Rock, AR 72211 
Phone: 501-907-8999 
Email: thruthehouse@yahoo.com 
Facebook Page: All Thru the House 

All Thru The House is a family owned business of over 
30 years located in Little Rock, Arkansas. They 
specialize in home décor, baby items, and collectibles. 
It’s also part of Market Place Pharmacy… a one-stop 
pharmacy and gift store all wrapped up into one, if you 
will! They have anything you need “all through your 
house” including a wide variety of home décor and all 
of the Department 56 villages!

Village Realty & Landscaping 
1840 Royal Drive
Conway, AR 72034
Phone: 501-329-4016

Pattie Murphy is the proprietor of Village Realty & 
Landscaping, a wonderful business specializing in 
providing those special miniatures that make displays 
come to life. She was a regular at many of the earlier 
Gatherings (most recently making a very welcomed 
reappearance at the 2018 Sweet Home Chicago 
Gathering) and is great at demonstrating how to bring 
life to village settings by adding miniatures that she 
personally hand-picks and manufactures, plus other 
items readily available to the village collector.
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NCC Associate Members (continued)
CALIFORNIA 
City Lights
Brian Young 
1212 Knoxville St. 
San Diego, CA 92110 
Phone: 800-262-5335 
Email: info@citylightscollectibles.com 
www.citylightscollectibles.com 

City Lights Collectibles, Southern California’s largest 
holiday store with over 28,000 square feet of displays 
and product, would like to welcome you. The store is 
one big holiday wonderland, where children and 
adults alike get whisked away into the holiday spirit, 
viewing awe inspiring displays of villages, collectibles, 
wonderfully decorated trees, and trains that will blow 
the mind.

Hot Wire Foam Factory
David Natal, Owner 
John Ehrenreich, Sales Representative 
216 East Laurel Ave. 
Lompoc, CA 93436 
Phone: David: 805-735-9255
John: 410-647-1680
Email: jehrenreich@msn.com 
www.hotwirefoamfactory.com/home.php 

Hot Wire Foam Factory provides professional quality 
foam cutting tools that make cutting EPS foam 
(polystyrene foam and Styrofoam) fast, fun, and easy. 

Knott’s Berry Farm
Marketplace Emporium
8039 Beach Boulevard
Buena Park, CA 90620 
Phone: 714-220-5324
www.knotts.com

The Marketplace Emporium offers an unique collection 
of gifts centered around the rich history of Knott’s 
Berry Farm. Visitors can shop fine collectibles; that 
include Department 56 and Jim Shore’s Heartwood 
Creek, clothing, and everyday gifts for everyone. 
Knott’s Berry Farm’s village history includes two 
commissioned pieces: The first for Snow Village 
Halloween – “Knott’s Scary Farm’s Billboard.” The 
billboard celebrated Knott’s annual Halloween 
extravaganza. The second “Knott’s Berry Farm’s 
Boysenberry Pie Stand,” this piece showcases the 
Knott’s family’s World FAMOUS Boysenberry Pies.

COLORADO 
St. Nick’s Christmas and Collectibles
5221 So. Santa Fe Dr. 
Littleton, CO 80120 
Phone: 630-232-4200 
Email: admin@stnicks.com 
www.stnicks.com 

St. Nick’s is a family owned and operated Christmas 
store in Littleton, Colorado. In their 22 rooms they 
feature over 90 inspiring theme trees with thousands 
of ornaments and collectibles from around the world. 
They also specialize in artificial trees and lighting for all 
your decorating needs. Please come in and visit one of 
the most beautiful Christmas stores in America. 

FLORIDA
Robert’s Christmas Wonderland
Bob or Rita Frank 
2951 Gulf to Bay Blvd. 
Clearwater, FL 33759 
Phone: 727-797-1660 
Email: rfrank02@tampabay.rr.com 
www.robertscw.com 

Everyday is Christmas at Robert’s Christmas 
Wonderland. Enter the shop and be treated to 
wonderful displays of Department 56 products along 
with many other holiday and gift items. Perfect for 
giving and receiving.

INDIANA
Cynthia’s Hallmark
Kelley Holden
1584 N. State Street
Greenfield, IN 46140
317-462-4749
Email: 1584shop@gmail.com
cynthiashallmarkstores.com

Cynthia’s Hallmark prides itself on its large variety and 
plentiful stock of Hallmark favorites. However, at 
Cynthia’s, you will find interesting and unique gifts for 
anyone. Many of your favorite lines are in stock year 
round at Cynthia’s, including Yankee Candles, Willow 
Tree, Nora Fleming, Department 56, RibbonWick and 
WoodWick Candles, Fannie May Chocolates, Lolita 
Hand Painted Wine Glasses, Tervis Tumbler, and Jim 
Shore.
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NCC Associate Members (continued)
IOWA 
Village D-Lights Magazine
Polly Clark, Publisher
Tandem Publishing Group
10 Lincoln Place Drive
Des Moines, IA 50312
Phone: 1-800-765-1690
Email: editor@tandempublishinggroup.com

Village D-Llights magazine is the premier publication 
for Department 56 enthusiasts. Published by Tandem 
Publishing Group, Village D-Lights is distributed 
quarterly via subscription to Department 56 collectors 
in the United States and Canada. The magazine 
focuses on the latest and most exciting news regarding 
the Department 56 village lines. 

MARYLAND 
The Forget-Me-Not Factory
Barry and Nancy Gibson
8044 Main Street
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
Phone: 410-465-7355
Toll Free: 1-866-445-4879
Email: fmnf2000@yahoo.com 
www.forgetmenotfactory.com

The Forget-Me-Not Factory is a store where bubbles 
and fairies meet to create shopping magic, both in-
store and on-line. We are in the largest and one of the 
oldest buildings located in the heart of Historic Ellicott 
City, Maryland. Browse 3 floors loaded with items 
ranging from Department 56 Villages, dragons, fairies, 
toys, jewelry, Snowbabies, costumes, and more! Even a 
player piano on the 3rd floor!

MICHIGAN
Bronner’s CHRISTmas Wonderland 
Maria Sutorik 
25 Christmas Lane 
Frankenmuth, MI 48734 
Phone: 989-652-9931 
Email: msutorik@bronner.com 
www.bronners.com 

Bronner’s CHRISTmas Wonderland...making Christmas 
memories since 1945. The Bronner family and staff 
hope you enjoy visiting our web site and invite you to 
visit our store located in Frankenmuth, Michigan’s 
“Little Bavaria.” Home to over 50,000 gifts and trims for 
all seasons and reasons, Bronner’s is the world’s largest 
Christmas store.

MINNESOTA
Bachman’s
6010 Lyndale Ave. S 
Minneapolis, MN 55419 
612-861-7600 
Phone: 866-222-4626 
Email: customerservice@bachmans.com 
www.bachmans.com 

Over 40 years ago, Bachman’s and Ed Bazinet gave 
birth to Department 56! The company has played a 
very important role in the collecting of Department 56 
products, collector gatherings, and so much more. 

Department 56
Melinda Seegers 
7400 Flying Cloud Dr., Suite 100 
Eden Prairie, MN 55344 
Phone: 800-548-8696 
Email: MsLitTown@Dept56.com 
www.department56.com 

Some forty years ago, Department 56 began as part of 
Bachman’s, a premiere retail florist in Minneapolis. 
Bachman’s used a numbering system to identify each 
of its departments. The number assigned to wholesale 
gift imports division was, you guessed it, 56.
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NCC Associate Members (continued)
NEW YORK
Fitzula’s Gift Shop
Bill Fitzula 
140 Windermere Ave. 
Greenwood Lake, NY 10925 
Phone: 845-595-1550
Email: bill@fitzulas.com 
www.Fitzulas.com 

Fitzula’s Gift Shop has strived to stay at the cutting 
edge of meeting the needs of their customers though 
their many business ventures. Fitzula’s began over 52 
years ago as a variety store through the efforts and 
vision of Bill and Rosanne Fitzula. The business 
subsequently evolved into a fine jewelry emporium in 
the 1970’s and now serves as a great source for every 
collectible you could imagine. This family owned and 
operated business is well known for its small town 
charm, variety of product, and superb customer 
service. The family’s customer service crede is to “Take 
your time looking around the shop and don’t rush! While 
we are glad to see you, we are in no hurry to see you 
leave!”

NORTH CAROLINA
Ann Critteden Hallmark
1312 Bridford Parkway
Greensboro, NC 27407 and 307 B Pisgah Church Rd

Greensboro, NC 27455
Phillip Vanderveer
Phone: 336-632-4440
Email: phil@ashby3.com 
www.anncrithmk.com
Ann Critteden Hallmark has been a family owned 
business for 28 years. Over the years they have had as 
many as 13 stores, in 2015 they have downsized to two 
stores. Their flagship store on Bridford Parkway in 
Greensboro, NC opened in 1997 and is approximately 
5500 square feet of retail space. They feature a display 
of Department 56 villages that are completely lit and 
accessorized appropriately and innovatively. Ann 
Critteden Hallmark has their Department 56 villages 
displayed year-round.

Department 56 Retirees
Harry and June McGowan 
Pam McGowan Ladetto
178 St. James Drive
Winston Salem, NC 27107
Phone: 248-705-0296 (June)
Phone: 248-882-1208 (Pam)
Email: hmcgo@citlink.net 

Department 56 Retirees is managed by Harry and June 
McGowan and Gary and Sheila Andrews. Harry and 
June have had the greatest time with Department 56 
Retirees collectors for over 25 years, after selling a 
small builders supply of 26 years in 1987.

Sigmon Lawn & Garden Center
4819 N Highway 16
Denver, NC 28073
Phone: 704-483-3350
Email: info@sigmonllc.com
www.sigmonllc.com

Sigmon has everything you need to start a garden, 
expand your current garden, or to add to your flower 
bed. When you need a little extra help with your lawn, 
they offer advice on what you should put in your yard if 
you’re re-landscaping, and how to stop those pesky 
pests from eating your plants and gardens. Sigmon 
started carrying Department 56 recently and they are 
extremely excited to be a retailer, they are enthusiastic 
about the villages and being part of the NCC. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Christmas Tree Hill
Jason Stauffer 
2801 S. George St 
York, PA 17403 
Phone: 717-741-2669 
Email: jcstauffer@christmastreehill.com 
www.christmastreehill.com 

For over 40 years, Christmas Tree Hill has delivered to 
their customers the newest, most exciting, and most 
unique showcase of fine gifts, candles, collectibles, and 
home accessories found anywhere!
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NCC Associate Members (continued)
TENNESSEE 
Christmas Place
Tony West
2470 Parkway 
Pigeon Forge, TN 37868 
Phone: 865-453-0415 
Email: Twest@christmasplace.com
www.christmasplace.com 

Christmas Place is part of a family owned business that 
was founded by Hurshel and Marian Biggs in 1986. No 
visit to Pigeon Forge is complete without a visit there! 
Nestled in a Bavarian-style shopping village, what 
began as a small gift store in the Old Mill in Pigeon 
Forge, has grown to a complex of over 43,000 square 
feet of wall-to-wall Christmas!

TEXAS
S & H Trading Post
Hazel Willis
209 W. Polk
Burnet, TX 78611
Phone: 512-756-2820
Email: sh.tradingpostandmore@gmail.com

S & H Trading Post and More is a 16,000 square foot 
store with an intriguing amount of merchandise to 
please everyone including a Man-Cave and a 
Christmas Everyday Room! 

William Glen
116 Old Agnes Road 
Weatherford, TX 76088
916-737-5616 
Email: info@williamglen.com
www.williamglen.com

Where it's Christmas everyday! 

Founded in 1963, William Glen, Inc. is one of the 
premier specialty retailers of giftware, collectibles, 
housewares, and Christmas decor. Our products, 
selection and service are among the most notable and 
highly regarded in the industry.

The Christmas Store in Fredericksburg
Don Mooring
155 E Main St.
Fredericksburg, TX 78624
Phone: 830-997-5259
www.fredericksburgchristmasstore.com

The Christmas Store in Fredericksburg, Texas has been 
on Main Street for roughly 30 years. They occupy 
10,000 square feet in the heart of Fredericksburg’s 
historic district. They proudly carry many brands in the 
Enesco family including Department 56 villages, 
Possible Dreams Santa’s, Jim Shore figures, 
Snowbabies plus much of the general gift line. But it 
doesn’t stop there The Christmas Store is much more 
than a holiday wonderland; their inventory also 
includes clothing, jewelry, many home and garden 
items, candles, and much, much more.

ONLINE ONLY1 

Village Display Studio
Stephanie Stuart
512-608-8450
Email: stephaniestuartsells@gmail.com
etsy.com/shop/VillageDisplayStudio

I love sculpting village display platforms from 
reclaimed materials so you can easily create beautiful 
scenes for your village collection. Drop me a line for 
your suggestions and custom work requests! I'd love to 
hear from you!

Remember I use reclaimed materials so sometimes 
scuffs will be in places on the bottom completely out-
of-sight. You’re helping the environment and 
supporting my family. Thank you so much for that!

1. denotes Platinum Key Dealer designation by Department 56. These retailers provide the ultimate in selection including current and hard 
to find retired products. Consider visiting one of these retailers or shop one of their websites with honored reputations. Platinum Key 
retailers will have early or exclusive access or new Department 56 product.
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2022 NCC Officers
Brandon Taylor
President 
501-920-8324 
presidentncc@ncc56.com 

Anna McPherson
Vice President
vicepresidentncc@ncc56.com 

Martha Jack
Secretary 
secretaryncc@ncc56.com 

Bruce Lucas 
Treasurer 
treasurerncc@ncc56.com 

Melinda Seegers 
Department 56 Liaison 
800-LIT-TOWN (548-8696) 
mslittown@dept56.com 

Sue Chretien 
Immediate Past 
Co-President 
480-773-8575 
schretien@cox.net 

Richard Puckett 
Immediate Past 
Co-President 
RchPuc@aol.com 

Other Contributors 
Pete Baer 
Social Media Coordinator 
SocialMediaCoordinator
@ncc56.com 

Judy Severance
Club Connection Editor
editorncc@ncc56.com

Nancy Mattson
New Club Liaison
newclubsncc@ncc56.com
631-582-4193

Robin Hervey
Membership Chairperson
membershipncc@ncc56.com 

Tom Iacoviello 
Parliamentarian
Parliamentarian@ncc56.com 

Jeffery Kirchner
Associate Member 
Coordinator
associatesncc@ncc56.com

Chad Harmon
NCC Zoom Coordinator
ZoomCoordinator@ncc56.com

David Morton 
Big D 56ers 
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NCC Region Representatives
Region I 
US - ME, VT, RI, NH, MA, CT; 
CAN - PE, NL, NS, QC, NB 

Penny Miller
region1ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 6 
US - IA, MN, ND, SD, WI 
CAN - MB 

Debbie Oehme 
region6ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 2 
US - DC, DE, MD, NJ, NY, PA; 
CAN - ON 

Jeffery Kirchner 
region2ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 7 
US - CO, KS, MO, NE, WY 

Billy Edwards
region7ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 3
US - KY, NC, TN, VA, WV 

Michael Tolson
region3ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 8 
US - AR, LA, NM, OK, TX 

Dan Crossland
region8ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 4, Interim
US - AL, FL, GA, MS, SC 

Thelma McKenzie
region4ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 9 
US - AK, ID, MT, OR, WA 
CAN - AB, BC, SK 

Julie Jacky
region9ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 5 
US - IL, IN, MI, OH 

Ellen Somerwill
region5ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 10 
US - AZ, CA, HI, NV, UT 

Rosie Hurtado 
region10ncc@ncc56.com 

International Regional 
Representative 
Philippines

Maddie Pimenta 
internationalregionncc@
ncc56.com
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Upcoming Events

Facebook Live
Melinda Seegers, Ms Lit Town, hosts a Facebook Live 
session with the latest introductions and news from 
Department 56. The sessions happen the first 
Thursday at 4:00 p.m. Central Time (unless otherwise 
announced). Check the Department 56 Facebook 
page for the upcoming sessions. You can find these 
sessions as well as other events on their Facebook 
page. .

Next Club Connection
Articles and club activities for the December 2022/
January 2023 Club Connection are due December 1, 
2022.

2023 Gathering
The Golden Glow of Christmas Past and the National 
Council of 56 Clubs (NCC) are partnering to host a 
convention/gathering in Arlington, VA next year in 
celebration of the 40th anniversary of A Christmas 
Story. The official event dates are August 15-19, 
2023, with additional tours and workshops starting 
August 12.


Articles contained within the Club Connection are solely for NCC Member Clubs. Any other use 
requires the express, written permission from the National Council of 56 Clubs executive board.




