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President’s Message
By Brandon Taylor, NCC President

I t is a great time to be a collector!

I started thinking about this article while I was surrounded 
by tons of village boxes and I started typing it while 
looking out at the silhouette of the Windy City, Chicago.

Over the past few months I have had the chance to travel to two 
clubs (three if you count my own), five states, over 2,000 miles 
and have logged several digital miles with Zoom club meetings, 
as well. Meeting with fellow collectors reminds me why we all do 
this…for the connection, that is what being a villager means. 

Since I was young, my summers were filled with traveling to 
village events and gatherings. My last trip to share our passion 
was pretty interesting.

One canceled flight turned into an impromptu family vacation. 

I was awake for 36 hours for the first part of the trip – driving 10 
hours straight from Little Rock to Chicago, then arriving at our 
vice president‘s house at five in the morning. Bless her heart for 
getting up and making us breakfast!

It turned into an over 1,500 miles total round trip.

The NCC, along with Ms. Lit Town (one of the village collecting 
world’s favorite people) hosted a very special night celebrating 
our love of collecting at the The Golden Glow of Christmas Past in 
Chicago. This marked the first in-person national level village 
event since 2019. 
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President’s Message (continued)
It allowed us to connect with 48 amazing collectors 
that were in attendance at this incredible event! 
There were six current members of our board there 
and two past members. 

It resulted in six very interested, potential new 
members for our clubs; a potential new associate 
member and an impression on the Golden Glow 
attendees that will be long lasting. 

The groundwork is being laid out for what will turn 
out to be an outstanding gathering in the DC area! It 
is a great time to collect village! 

I cannot thank everyone enough that helped make 
this event an outstanding success. I want to give a 
very special thank you to our vice president Anna 
McPherson. Who worked tirelessly on it and became 
a home for raffle prizes, door prizes, table favors and 
countless boxes. I would send her a message and say 
another box is coming your way. She never once 
said, “STOP with the Boxes!”

I also would like to send another special thank you to 
Melinda Seegers. Ms Lit Town always goes above and 
beyond to ensure that anything and everything that 
the NCC does is a success. Like our little real estate she 
can light up a room. Collectors gravitate towards her 
and she knows what it means to be a collector and 
how to connect with each one personally. 

I personally was so excited to spend time in person 
with my village family. We shared a lot of laughs, 
held back a few tears of joy, and remembered why 
we collect these little houses; it’s the connection we 
make with each other because of them. 

Getting to experience The Golden Glow of Christmas 
Past for the first time opened my eyes up as a 
collector. The Glow is made up of Collectors of 
Christmas, each with their story, their own reason for 
collecting, their own personal collection they want to 
share. Like us, they want to share the history of their 
collectibles and ensure that history is handed down 
through education and continues their traditions. 

Many of our collectors that were in attendance 
walked into the museum room together for the first 
time and we were astonished at the history right in 
front of our eyes. From the beginning of Rudolph to 
the blow molds of the 50s, 60s and 70s. Then we 
walked around the corner and they’re in the form of 
a spectacular collection of Putz houses where the 
tradition of collecting houses started. 

The Glow convention is structured is differently than 
our gatherings, and how our Gatherings are run is 
part of our history and will always be our traditions. I 
think that this connection we have with them will 
grow both organizations and continue what our 
core belief is, sharing in the passion of collecting. 

It is a great time to collect village! 

Brandon
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NCC Financial Report
By Bruce Lucas, NCC Treasurer 

H
ello from Arkansas. It’s been a busy summer getting ready for the Glow. I believe we had about 30 
Department 56er’s attend. We’ve had a few more clubs pay their 2022 dues and we now have 56 of 
64 paid memberships. We are currently at 11 of 25 paid associate memberships for 2022. Thank 
you Anna and Brandon for making the NCC showing at the Glow a success. Hope everyone is 
enjoying the new pieces as they are coming in.

Happy Villaging Everyone!

Bruce 
Treasurer’s Report 

2021 Actual 2022 Proposed 
Budget 2022 Actual

Beginning of Year Balance $12,137.73 $12,137.73 $20,029.10

Income

Club Membership Dues $0.00 $2,304.00 $2,010.21
Associate Member Dues $100.00 $2,500.00 $1,100.00
Merchandise Sales $0.00 $550.00 $550.00
Miscellaneous Income $.32 $0.00 $0.00
GLOW Income $0.00 $800.00 $778.40
Gathering Income $10,300.00 $10,000.00 $4,514.14

Total Income $10,400.32 $16,154.00 $8,952.75

Expense

Advertising Expense $1,580.00 $1,600.00 $0.00

Federal Tax Fees $0.00 $40.00 $40.00

Bank Service Charge $447.94 $150.00 $134.29
Board Expenses $670.49 $1,400.00 $199.00
Contributions/Donations $7,500.00 $0.00 $0.00
Gathering/Glow Expenses $0.00 $150.00 $18.34
Merchandise Shipping $0.00 $125.00 $245.28
Merchandise Cost $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Postage and Delivery $81.45 $25.00 $0.00
Professional Fees $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Supplies $0.00 $100.00 $0.00
Web Site $185.02 $550.00 $174.97
Club Development Activities $0.00 $100.00 $0.00
Zoom  $0.00 $250.00 $249.50

Total Expense $10,464.90 $4,490.00 $1,061.38

Net Income -$64.58 $11,664.00 $7,891.37

Balance $12,137.73 $23,801.73 $20,029.10



From Ms. Lit Town
By Melinda Seegers, Department 56

Dear NCC Collector:

It was about time that 
new photos were taken 
of various Department 
56 personnel. I think 

the last one was taken 
almost ten years ago – and 
let’s face it, we’ve all changed 
a bit in ten years. So you can also look to see new 
photos of our artists as well.

Life is running at an extremely fast pace for me these 
days; family and work are really keeping me busy. 
And we won’t even talk about all the bridal showers 
and weddings going on this summer and fall! I think 
that there are 5 to date. Add in a couple of trips, a 
long overdue visit with collectors at the “Golden 
Glow of Christmas Past” convention in Chicago and I 
get exhausted recapping all of this.

And speaking of the “Golden Glow” convention, 
wow! Department 56, along with several members 
of the NCC board hosted an event to introduce 
“Glow” collectors to the Villages at a get-together 
Wednesday evening. A casual buffet of several kinds 
of pizza, two kinds of chicken wings, salad and fresh 
veggies were served. The program started with a 
showing of “Making A Village”, our new production 
video. They say a picture is worth a thousand words, 
and in this case our short eleven minute video 
introduced many Christmas collectors to the design 
and production of our villages and the 46 year 
history of Department 56. (If you haven’t seen the 
video you can go to our website, www.dept56.com 
to watch the whole thing!) Then Brandon Taylor, 
president of the NCC answered questions about 
clubs and their importance in collecting. There were 
door prizes, goody bags and raffles. Everyone went 
away with a better understanding of who we are and 
what we do. I couldn’t have been happier! Thanks to 
Brandon Taylor, Anna McPherson, Jeffrey Kirschner, 
Ellen Somerwill, Julie Jacky, Steve Jacky, Frank 
Mapes, Joe Meyers, Jeff McCann, Dan Mercurio and 
Marquis McPherson who helped with this event, and 
to all who attended. 

Both Department 56 and the NCC will be 
participating in the “Golden Glow” event scheduled 
next year in Arlington, VA. Watch the NCC for more 
information and how to register in future months.
NCC Club Connection 4 August/September 2022
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From Ms. Lit Town (continued)
If asked what my favorite part of this convention 
was, besides the people, the seminars, the foods and 
fun, it was the Museum Room. This was large 
ballroom where collectors can sign up to display 
some, or all of their collections. Remember that 
merchandise at the “Golden Glow” must be at least 
40 years old. We saw several cases of items collected 
by one collector who concentrated on items 
featuring Rudolph, the Red-nosed Reindeer. She had 
toys, cards, boxes, clothing and even a signed 
photograph of the original artist who drew Rudolph 
for Montgomery Ward Department store, Robert 
May. Another collector showed a wide variety of 
holly themed items and my favorite was a woman 
who brought over 100 “putz” houses, the little 
cardboard houses from the 19th and early 20th 
century that inspired our Villages. The putz buildings 
originated in Germany, Japan and other places and 
were fascinating to look at. Our good friends, and 
Village collectors Joe Meyers and Jeff McCann set up 
a 20 foot tree with “some” of the extensive mid-
century “blow mold” decorations that they have 
collected. This picture does not do it justice. It was 
spectacular!

By this time of year many of you are starting to think 
about your fall and Halloween displays. Don’t forget 
to check your bulbs, cords and adapters. 
Department 56 offers many different replacement 
adapters and bulbs to keep your lighted pieces lit 
and animated accessories in top working order. 
Check online in the REPLACEMENT PARTS section for 
what you need. If it is not listed there it means that 
we either haven’t received it yet, or can no longer 
have a part made. Our team posts new additions 
and updates on shipments of parts on the website 
as soon as they arrive from the factories. With the 
supply chain issues everyone has been experiencing 
this year, please be patient. We sometimes wait 9-12 
months for parts – I don’t know why, but we try to 
get our orders in as soon as the pieces are 
introduced. I look carefully at each new piece to see 
what parts we might be able to procure and put the 
orders in right away. 

We will be starting up our FACEBOOK LIVE segments 
starting September 1. That will be right before 
everyone heads out of town for the Labor Day 
weekend. We hope that you will join us.

In the meantime, stay safe, healthy and keep 
Villaging!


Ms Lit Town 
mslittown@dept56.com 
800/548-8696 
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From the Membership Chair
By Robin Hervey, NCC Membership Chair, membershipncc@ncc56.com

I n this column I want to address the concept 
of membership and why we, along with 
others, have embraced the club as a means of 
furthering interest in the world of villaging.

From my childhood, the idea of a club was a vivid 
and wonderful memory. We lived in a neighborhood 
filled with kids. The school year kept us assigned to 
study, but the summers were ours! Warm evenings 
placed us out (with permission, of course) playing 
the typical games that required various degrees of 
organization. Little thought was given to who 
decided what and where, as long as the majority 
agreed to that activity. We can all remember being 
chosen for ball games, water sports, and when it 
rained, the play continued inside. But, every so often 
someone came up with the idea of asking others to 
belong to a special club. A group unique to its 
purpose. I remember forts in trees that parents 
helped construct. I recall agreed upon initiations for 
new members. (No, it wasn’t hazing.)

The thrill of being accepted into these early clubs 
was a feeling of inclusion I haven’t forgotten. And 
yes, assignments were given. I think I was the 
gatekeeper and the gatherer of food. I remember a 
lot of kitchens being raided. But, as simple as those 
early clubs were with your friends, they provided a 
sense of belonging. There was a purpose that drove 
those long summer days. And yes, they always 
disbanded as the new school year began. But, tons 
of fun memories!

Fast forward several decades. Here we are! Enjoying 
what we experienced as childhood memories, but as 
adults. Largely for the same reasons. Purpose. 
Belonging. Mission. And, a strong association with 
friends. Many of us have had the opportunity to 
have experienced the above for decades. Others 
have just joined our membership rosters, in 
anticipation of calling these attributes their own. 
Come along side your most recent members by 
checking in on them. Including them.

Can you develop skills and experience watching the 
myriad of online tutorials on building your display 
without ever becoming a member of club? Certainly. 
However, the benefits gained from social 
organization far outweigh those of the lone 
collector. I am always amazed at the dozens of 
people purchasing Department 56 product who 
have no idea there were clubs that supported their 
passion, much less offered display “tutorials” in real 
time!

Become the voice of membership for these folks! 
Why you joined could well provide the best way to 
usher a new, interested person. Be the reason they 
found your club! 

Robin
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NCC 2023 Gathering and Golden Glow of Christmas Past Convention (continued)

NCC 2023 Gathering and Golden Glow 
of Christmas Past Convention

A Christmas Story in the U.S. Capitol
August 15-19, 2023

The Golden Glow of Christmas Past and the National Council of 56 Clubs (NCC) are 
partnering to host a convention/gathering in Arlington, VA next year in celebration of the 
40th anniversary of A Christmas Story. The official event dates are August 15-19, 2023, 
with additional tours and workshops starting August 12.

Anyone willing to volunteer as presenter or to be on the committee should email 
Brandon Taylor (presidentncc@ncc56.com) or Anna McPherson 
(vicepresidentncc@ncc56.com).

Stay tuned for additional information as they become available.

Attendees do not need to be a member of a NCC club to attend the event.



Connecting with Our Clubs

REGION 1 

The Village Elves Club of Quebec (CN)

At the meeting of May 29, 2022, Denis Barbe, our 
president, presented an original display he made 
with a tree trunk and a Department 56 little piece. 
Afterwards, tickets were sold at the request of the 
members, for the draw of this display. 

Dennis with his original display.

Jean-Pierre Champagne, our vice-president, 
presented a display representing a few houses and 
accessories from the Seasons Bay series of 
Department 56.

Jean-Pierre’s Seasons Bay display.

The meeting was followed by the annual spaghetti 
dinner. 

Denis Barbe helped by Réjean Nadeau and Fernande Landry, 
members of the club, served the meal. We had lot of fun!

REGION 2

Annapolis Villagers (MD)

The July Membership Meeting was held on July 12 at 
the American Legion Post 175. The attendees 
enjoyed a Pizza Party at the meeting.

Planning is underway for the 30th Anniversary 
Celebration Banquet which will be held on Sunday, 
October 17 at the American Legion Post 175 In 
Severna Park, MD.

Garden State 
Village Collectors (NJ)
April. The Plafta residence was the site for our April 
meeting. There was a nice turn out and three 
members who couldn’t attend in person joined in 
via Zoom. Many thanks to Patti for opening up her 
new home to the club for this meeting. After a brief 
business meeting, which included Jeffery’s 
discussions about the mid-year introductions, the 
NCC Mini Gathering in May, and our upcoming 30th 
anniversary party, Bill took over and presented 
several examples of ideas to personalize our village 
displays as well as how to achieve some impressive 
lighting improvements too. He also showed some 
clever ways to jazz up tissue box covers and, yes, 
there was plenty of glitter involved. Bill’s never 
ending bag of tricks held everyone’s attention. 
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Tissue boxes.

Niagara Region 56ers (NY)

Niagara Region 56ers held our annual picnic Sunday 
July 17 on a hot sunny day in WNY. We had the 
majority of our club in attendance enjoying some 
great food, conversations catching up with everyone 
and a special birthday celebration of Bill Millar. 
Thanks to all of you for making our picnic a success. 
It was so great seeing everyone in person as we now 
plan future meetings and social gatherings.

Trillium Village Collectors (CN)

Members’ spring displays

Cherie Sano 

These spring displays were just an extension of the 
March and April NCC vignette contest. All I did to 
change things to Spring was basically adding 
flowers and miscellaneous color. It shows how easy 
we can get more use of one display over several 
months.

Dennis Taylor 

Most Department 56 buildings and accessories are 
designed for winter especially Christmas. In later 
years there has been a move to also show Halloween 
and autumn. Department 56 has also ventured into 
 NCC Club Connection 9 August/September 2022



Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
other special times including Valentine’s Day and 
Easter. Many people have worked their magic and 
used the buildings and accessories at other times of 
the year.

Department 56 also designed buildings that could 
be used for other seasons including spring and 
summer. Most notably is the absence of snow. Both 
Dickens’ Village and New England Village have 
pieces that fit in with those two seasons.

New England was used for spring. You will see the 
use of Verna Mae’s Boutique, Springfield Studio and 
Conacher’s Nursery. Two of these were gift sets and 
so they came with a tree, and an accessory. Other 
accessories fit in such as Admiring Nature’s Beauty 
and First Taste of Spring.

Pieces from Dickens’ Village were used for summer, 
including Sweet Briar Cottage, Mrs. Brimm’s Tea Room, 
and Green Park Nosegays. Once again two of these 
were gift sets and came with an accessory. Also 
included were Sweet Pickings, A Basket Full of Blooms, 
New Hats for the Jubilee, and Fresh Flower Cart. Some 
of these accessories may be interchanged and used 
in either display and there are many others that 
could be used.

REGION 3

No report .

REGION 4

Department 56 Housing Authority (AL)

Finally after months of just video meetings we met 
in-person for a lunch meeting at a restaurant. We 
discussed the future of our club: 

1. Changing it into a monthly super club only. 

2. Moving club to Quarterly 56 club. 

3. Rotating monthly meeting at members homes. 
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
4. Finding a new meeting room as we lost are pres-
ent meeting room to COVID (new room is 
mounting task, still a chance in late fall to return-
ing to our old room).

Number 4 is winning. August 9 is the next meeting 
for dinner at a restaurant to make final decision. 
Looking to have normal meetings starting in 
September or October. 

Magnolia 56ers (MS)

A hot and steamy July 9 couldn’t keep the Magnolia 
56ers from getting together, again, at our beloved 
Richard Puckett’s home. Of course, his home was 
decked out with a 4th of July theme. (That man has a 
got a knack for decorating!). And what’s a 4th of July 
gathering without BBQ, baked beans, potato salad 
and a strawberry cake with a cream cheese icing that 
was to die for! YUMMMMM!

As if that wasn’t a treat by itself, we were honored to 
have special guests, our NCC President, Brandon 
Taylor and his lovely wife join us! We are fairly certain 
they brought with them at least one-third of his 
Department 56 stock from NCC Associate Member, 
All Thru the House, All Through the House. To be 
able to see pieces of the new releases up close and 
personal was the cherry on top of the day! And 
what’s a good meeting without door prizes? 
Brandon brushed us up on Arkansas trivia when we 
had to answer questions about Arkansas (and a few 
details regarding the new pieces) to win a prize. It 
was a great meeting and a great day. We can’t wait 
to have them join us again soon! Thank you so much 
Brandon for taking the time to drive down. We 
greatly appreciate it!

Brandon showing some of the new 2022 pieces.

Some of Richard’s 4th of July decorations.

REGION 5

Ducky 56ers (IL)

The Ducky’s do not meet in June or July but have a 
picnic scheduled for August and regular meetings 
will resume in September.

Hoosier 56’ers (IN)

The Hoosier 56ers did not meet in June or July. Their 
next meeting is in August.

At the August meeting members will receive their 
pre-orders.

They are in the process of planning a breakfast at 
Ronald McDonald House and updating their North 
Pole display. 

Nifty 56’ers (IN) 

The Nifty 56ers did not meet in June or July. They 
have a picnic planned in August. Their next meeting 
will be in October.
 NCC Club Connection 11 August/September 2022



Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Queen City Villagers (OH)

The Queen City Villagers did not meet in June or 
July. 

They have a club picnic in August.

During this down time members are to work on their 
progressive displays.

Second City Collectors (IL)
June. During our June meeting, Julie and Steve 
Jacky shared gorgeous pictures of tulips and 
windmills from their recent trip to Amsterdam. 

July . During our July meeting, one of our club 
members, Marlis Bennett, did a presentation sharing 
her extensive selling knowledge. Marlis discussed 
the various online selling sources/techniques and 
which ones she felt gave the sellers the best bang for 
the buck. The cost of listing and shipping items vs. 
picking up items. This was a great presentation for 
those who are interested in selling items.

Several members of our club spent a few days in 
Shipshewana, Indiana which is known for their 
Amish community and trade. It was relaxing with 
lots of shopping and dining. FUN!

Dan Mercurio’s Chicago Cubs vignette was featured 
in the current issue of Village D-Lights magazine - 
Quarter 2, 2022 — America’s Favorite Pastime. 

REGION 6

Village North Collectors Club (MN/WI)

Most recent meeting was May 18. 

Club Pot Luck Picnic, will be August 13 at Kandi and 
Rod’s lake home. Looking forward to eating, talking 
and swimming. 

Essentia Health Neonatal Intensive Care Rummage 
Sale Fundraiser, August 26, 27 (note date change) at 
Jeff and Gail’s. Please continue to collect for sale.

Next club meeting, September 21, 5:00 p.m., at 
Fosters, Hermantown, MN.

We continue to donate “pop tabs” to the Ronald 
McDonald House in Duluth. 

Sad news: Russell Strand, 51 year old son of Village 
North member Linda Spears, died on June 16. 
Celebration of Life, August 20. Contact 
spears.duluth@juno.com for details. 

REGION 7

The Four States Village People (MO) 

The Four States Village People held their spring 
meeting in Joplin. Members enjoyed an afternoon 
with Brandon Taylor, NCC President and Bruce Lewis, 
NCC Treasurer. Brandon brought an informative 
program on the new AirBrite lighting system and 
new village introductions. Members were interested 
in the AirBrite system and discussed various 
displaying options it makes possible.

Brandon discussing lighting and new introductions.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
The summer meeting celebrated the club’s 31st 
Anniversary with its annual indoor picnic. Several 
charter members were among those in attendance.   
Billy and Sharon Edwards from Wichita joined 
members in celebrating one of the earlier organized 
clubs. Billy is the NCC Region 7 Representative and 
took us down memory lane with an interesting 
history program on Department 56 and the NCC. 
Billy has posted a recap of facts and highlights 
presented on his Facebook page as well as the 
Facebook page of The Four States Village People.

Billy and Sharon Edwards.

REGION 8

Big D 56ers (TX)

Wonderful evening in May playing bingo to raise 
money for Ronald McDonald House Dallas.

New Mexico Townspeople (NM)

The New Mexico Townspeople held their June 
meeting outdoors at the home of our club Treasurer, 
Sally Rosenheim. Our President, Chris Jester gave a 
talk on carving foam and what tools to use. Also on 
the agenda was a discussion about the upcoming 
annual picnic and auction which is held in August, 
the plans for the Halloween party in October and the 
Village Tour in December. We had a good turn out 
for the club and several door prizes were won. All in 
all it was a fun meeting in Sally’s lovely garden.

June meeting attendees.

Chris Jester going over some of the finer points of carving.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
River City Villagers (TX)

Yes, the temperature was 100+ and, yes gasoline 
continued to hover near $5.00 a gallon and still the 
River City Villagers pulled off their annual ice cream 
social. We enjoyed a raffle with three items, 
international bingo games, and door prize drawings. 
Members contributed home-baked goodies to 
round out the ice creams and toppings. We heard 
ideas for future events, but you’ll have to wait for 
August for our next regular meeting and activity. 

REGION 9

Village Idiots (OR and WA)

There isn’t much news from the Village Idiots this 
summer. At our end-of-fiscal-year meeting in May, 
we always find a volunteer to host the summer 
picnic. This year no one was free to do it, so we 
decided to wait to see each other again at the 
September meeting.

That said, the Lemon Drop Committee (a group 
within our club) continues to change out the three-
tier displays at St. Mary’s Home for Boys every 
month. Their “4th of July” displays were wonderful. 
The students just loved them, and send dozens of 
hand-crafted Thank You letters to the club. Thank 
you to Hal Beighley and Dick Nichols for doing all 
the planning and transporting of displays; to Lynn 
Nichols and Fae Gimbol for creating and making the 
displays; to Andy MacTarnahan for providing the 
warehouse for all the houses and materials, and for 
making gift bags for many of the holidays; to Lorna 
Freeze for her photography, along with Hal and Dick 
for shooting photos as well.

“4th of July” displays at St.Mary’s Home for Boys, created and 
set up by the Lemon Drop Committee of Village Idiots.

Large Liberty Bell made of Styrofoam is perfect backdrop for 
4th of July display.
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
DC Memorial buildings; Small town USA festivities.

DC Memorial buildings.  These are wonderful for the students 
of SMHB to learn about.

Small Town USA decorated houses, food carts, festivities.

We always hide “Steve” (the miniature Minecraft/Lego 
character) in one of the displays. The boys love the challenge 

of trying to be the first one to spot him.

We are looking forward to having the Program 
Director of St. Mary’s speak to our entire club at the 
September meeting.

We hope all our sister clubs around the country are 
having a wonderful summer, planning for fall, which 
is just around the corner.

REGION 10

California 56 Collectors (CA)

Continuing to reach our club members in ways that 
are meaningful, our club met both online and in-
person. In July, we hit 90 active members! Yahoo!

April. At our April online gathering, we were 
fortunate to have Leigh Gieringer, the national 
clinician and editor/contributor to Village D-Lights, 
the Department 56 Village Enthusiasts magazine, 
join us. Leigh began her stellar presentation by 
reminding us that it is both the combination of our 
village pieces and what we do with those pieces that 
make our displays unique. 
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Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
Leigh then shared with us how she shapes her foam 
platforms using Hotwire Foam Factory Pro tools, 
which includes the 6” Hot Knife, the Freehand Router 
Tool, and the Engraving Tool. By using these tools 
and other hobby store landscaping kits, Leigh was 
able to transform her village displays into immersive 
displays. Leigh presented several completed village 
scenes including the pictures to the right and below.

Leigh also shared with us how in 1992, she became 
involved with The Village Chronicle, which later 
became Village D-Lights. When she was visiting 
Austria, she noticed a local church that looked nearly 
identical to a church in Department 56’s Alpine 
Village. Upon returning home, she contacted the 
editor of Village D-Lights about submitting an article 
that she had written about the Austrian Church and 
Department 56. Upon reading the article, the Editor-
in-Chief hired her to be the Alpine Editor. She also 
said that the most difficult part of writing an article 
was coming up with an idea. Sometimes, her articles 
reflect the seasons, but with so many new themes, it 
has become easier. 

Also at April our online meeting, club member Rosie 
Hurtado provided information about the evolving 
technology with AirBrite Lighting. Previously the 
wireless lighting lit buildings with pads, but now the 

technology has changed and the company now has 
greater flexibility in lighting up buildings and (in the 
future) accessories. Soon the buildings are able to be 
lit by a connected loop that creates an electric field 
for wireless lighting. A pad may no longer needed, as 
any building inside the loop is lit. 

May. When we met in-person in May, we brought 
back a long-running club tradition. For the first time 
since the pandemic, we held a White Elephant Sale! 
Hosted by the Simons, long-time club members, this 
delightful couple graciously opened up their home 
(but we mostly used just their driveway!).  

The goal of the White Elephant sale was to help 
others obtain Department 56 pieces that we no 
longer use, display, or enjoy. Club members were 
also encouraged to bring any holiday items to the 
sale. All of these great products and decorations 
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were donated to us, so that every sale directly 
benefited the club. We also received a most 
generous gift of several boxes of accessories from 
another club, Village Addicts Anonymous. The sale 
lasted a couple of hours with club members having 
the first opportunity to purchase items before we 
opened the White Elephant sale to the general 
public. 

We literally “sandwiched” our club meeting between 
the club member only portion of the White Elephant 
Sale and when the general public arrived at sale. At 
our club meeting component of our gathering, we 
previewed upcoming events, including the NCC 
Mini-gathering and announced the Gathering in 
Washington D.C., August 15-19, 2023. We also 
welcomed three, new in-person members. Happy 
conversations abounded over sandwiches, chips, 
and soda pop.   

This was such a fun event, and many treasures were 
picked up at very reasonable prices. The White 
Elephant Sale was considered successful on many 
levels.

June. Later, at our June online meeting, when we 
had another online meeting, we decided to shake 
things up by asking our members for ideas that they 
incorporate into their village displays. Many of our 
members gave some great and helpful ideas, like 
how to melt foam to create certain effects and how 
to avoid purchasing the same buildings or 
accessories over and over again (making a list was a 
suggested solution, LOL!).

We also continued our traditional door prizes, the 
50/50 drawing, and an interview of one of our 
members. 

July. Then, in July, we gathered again in person for 
an outing. Throughout our club’s history, club 
outings have provided us a wonderful opportunity 
to get to know fellow club members and make some 
terrific memories. We decided to institute this 
tradition for the first time since the pandemic hit. 
Our 2022 outing focused on visiting our club 
sponsor, Christine’s Gifts and Collectables in Arcadia, 
CA. For the first time in several years, our club gained 
a new Department 56 retailer club sponsor for the 
first time in several years, Christine’s Gifts, who 
generously donated to the club two $50 gift 
certificates for door prizes at our meetings.

Our club met at 11a.m. at Christine’s, where we 
shopped and browsed the new and older 
Department 56 products for over an hour. For many 
of us, it was wonderful to see these pieces in person, 
to have conversations with others while looking at 
pieces that had attracted our attention, and to 
overhear conversations of people’s perspective on 
Department 56 products. Like always, our club 
enjoys being together. 

After we completed our purchases, we regathered at 
a nearby Mexican Restaurant where we dined on 
some great Mexican food. It was another fun and 
memorable day!

Our club’s momentum keeps building as we keep 
growing our membership through Facebook and 
personal invitation. This club is truly wonderful!

Central Valley 56 Collectors (CA)
May. Mark Snyder of William Glenn was our 
awesome speaker and we thank you so much for 
your presentation. Mark unboxed several of the new 
village buildings and accessories. These pieces are so 
cool that it is going to be difficult not to say yes and 
yes! He shared that while he does have some in stock 
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that the next shipment might be closer to August. 
Disney licensed pieces take a little longer. 

Photos of awesome displays

Some of our club members have been busy 
designing vignettes. 

 
By Mirela Gab.

By Michelle Bento.

By Rosie Hurtado.

July. NCC President Brandon Taylor spoke about 
some of the new village buildings and accessories. 
He showed each of the layouts at the store where he 
works, All Thru the House, Little Rock, Arkansas. The 
revolving Christmas tree and the new ceramic trees 
are outstanding. Check out his Facebook video, it’s 
awesome! If you can get to a store that sells 
Department 56 that you will be surprised at how 
fantastic the new villages pieces are. Seeing is 
believing!

Eleanor Swiecki, CV club member

I wanted to share my current large room displays. A 
little history: I’ve been collecting since the late 
1980’s. When I was growing up my aunt had a layout 
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of the then Putz houses and a large plastic church 
that played Silent Night. There was a ski hill with 
skiers and a horse and sleigh with riders (Barkley) 
scooting in front of the homes. I believe this was a 
driving force when I discovered Department 56. I 
wondered if they were the pre-cursor of today’s 
villages. Shown are a few of my permanent 
Halloween Village that will be enlarged with current 
new village pieces. I also have a photo of Snow 
Village and the ski resort, a smaller display soon to 
be increased. It’s from this village that I will always 
recall wonderful memories of my aunt. 

Snow Village

 

Halloween Village
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Club 56 (CA)

Our July meeting was very information with guest 
speakers Mark Synder, club sponsor retailer, and 
Tom Hunt from AirBrite. Mark showed club members 
new Department 56 Dickens’ Village releases. Mark, 
along with Tom Hunt, discussed and demonstrated 
AirBrite wireless street lights, fairy lights and other 
lighting features and answered questions from 
members regarding wireless lighting. Universal 
adapters was another feature although parts are on 
back order, they are being perfected for Lemax and 
Department 56, Adapters for animated pieces is 
another feature shown in prototype.

Each month Mark has featured one village. This 
meeting Mark focused on the new Dickens releases. 
The Dickens pieces get more beautiful and the rock 
detail amazing by Tom Bates. Mark’s special reports 
are so important to us since we do not have a brick 
and motar store where we can shop. 

Sue Parker assured us we will have beautiful weather 
for her house tour weekend in Lake Tahoe. Sue has 
an extensive collection of now historical New 
England and Dickens pieces. She said she has 2 
tables completed and starting a third. Her theme is 
fall and is a delight to see.

A field trip to the miniature show was announced for 
October 8-9 in Santa Clara. This event is well 
attended and the craftsmanship of the products sold 
is amazing. Although the show is advertised as 
dollhouses, many of the items are scaled to fit in to 
our displays.

Our August meeting will be nomination of officers 
for the next term.

San Diego 56ers (CA)
April. The April program was “What’s in Your Tool 
Box.” The club is 29 years old and by now you have 
probably used most of the tools demonstrated 
throughout the years. A favorite “tricks of the trade” 
tools is a lint roller, a tip from Jim Murphy showed to 
the club many years ago. Not only do the lint roller 
sheets help cover the seam between two edges of 
Styrofoam, but the sticky side also acts as tape to 
pick up annoying pieces of Styrofoam that seem to 
float everywhere. 

Skewer sticks, floral pins, and glue guns are also 
standard tools. A new trick for making a hole in the 
Styrofoam – dip a Q-tip in fingernail polish remover, 
hold it down on the Styrofoam and watch it melt 
away. Greg Ogrod joined in with his interesting box 
of tools. He works with many trains, and his favorite 
tools are dentist instruments and measuring 
devices. His go-to for cutting Styrofoam is a ceramic 
knife. 

June. The June 25 picnic was a beautiful day on the 
bay. A few of us enjoyed saying hello and it was nice 
not feeling rushed in catching up. We did get a new 
member to join us! There were some lucky recipients 
of prizes from Bob Dee’s memorial collection. 

In memory

It is with great sadness that we lost 
our beloved Bob Dallow on June 
18. He was a club member for 28 
years and had served on the board 
as our Parliamentarian. Our club’s 
high standards are due to Bob’s 
integrity and intelligence in 
forming the San Diego Fifty-Sixers 

Club By-Laws. It is an understatement how much he 
will be missed at our meetings and how much his 
guidance will be missed as club changes are made. 

He entertained us by creating clever games and 
contests, and wrote many articles for our newsletter, 
as well as for Village D-Lights. Due to his vast 
knowledge of Department 56 buildings and 
accessories, Bob also contributed to the Village D-
Tails secondary market books. He had the most 
extensive Christmas in the City collection and 
displayed it with pride. His cityscape was indeed a 
reflection of his time in New York City, with the best 
and most detailed of displays. Our hearts are broken 
with the loss of this man who has made such an 
impact on our club, and he will forever be missed by 
his family and friends. 

Southwest Villagers (AZ)

On July 9, 2022, “Christmas in July Carnivale,” was 
our first in-person meeting in a very long time. We 
celebrated by enjoying a day filled with fun, prizes, 
lunch and presentations. First was our Christmas in 
July buy and sell. Lots of good buys. Three lucky 
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members won a door prize of $15 Southwest 
Villagers Bucks to shop with at the sale! Members of 
the club got to take home a bunch of Halloween and 
village goodies — a special treat from the club. And 
we had other great door prizes as well.

After the sale, a pizza and salad lunch was served. 
We then enjoyed informative presentations by Kathy 
Thom presenting her Tuscan Winery! Bing Ankley 
showed us how to creatively make our own small 
trees. Carol Ankley demonstrated several unique 
and easy techniques on how she custom makes 
cobblestone and Mike Sanders presented the new 
AirBrite Lightning System.

Carol explaining several ways to create cobblestone.

Bing showing how to create your own Christmas tree.

Kathy explaining her process in making the winery display.

Close-up of Kathy’s winery display.

All in all, even though it was a very hot day, it was a 
fun day catching up with each other (the best part of 
any club function), taking home “new to us” goodies, 
and learning new techniques.

A very BIG THANK YOU to Bing and Carol Ankley for 
hosting our “Christmas in July Carnivale”. There is so 
much behind the scenes planning for every event 
and meeting we hold, and Carol and Bing thought of 
all the details to make yesterday a success. Thank 
you to both for Their dedication and hard work for a 
fun-filled day. PLUS, Carol not only planned lunch 
but even personally made delicious brownies for us 
to enjoy and they were yummy! We are very thankful 
to all our members who volunteered and went 
above and behold to help in every little way that 
made a big difference. “It takes a Village” and our 
villagers really stepped up in working together and 
helping each other so no one person had too much 
to do on their own.

Village Addicts Anonymous (CA)
April. In April Village Addicts Anonymous held their 
first in person meeting since the shut down. We met 
at a restaurant in Northridge. 35 members ate, 
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chatted, won prizes and enjoyed being together. As 
promised, Lisa Johnson gave a presentation of the 
new Snow Village Halloween pieces. Due to 
technical difficulties we were unable to Zoom our 
second presenter.

Lucky Regular Raffle winner Linda Pressman.

May. Over the Memorial Day weekend Karen Holley 
hosted a wonderful Spring Open House. VAA 
members enjoyed a beautifully decorated home and 
sandwiches and desserts on the patio.

The Special Raffle Vignettes were:

New England Village Pigeon Head Lighthouse 
designed by Dayleen Dutcher, won by BJ Allen.

Literary Classics The Great Gatsby, West Egg Mansion 
designed by Alita Rabe, won by Barbara Reyna.

Mrs. Stover’s Bungalow Candies 
designed by BJ Allen, won by Cora Smith.

June. In June VAA held their second in-person 
meeting at a local church hall. Everyone enjoyed the 
new venue. Members were able to pre-ordered 
lunches from a local restaurant. 
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The Special Raffle Vignettes were:

Christmas in the City Consulate 
designed by Karen Holley and won by Jeff Hanger.

Christmas in the City Gardengate House 
designed by Dayleen Dutcher won by Karen Holley.

New England Village Knickerbocker Flag Co. 
designed by BJ Allen and won by Joan Thomas.

INTERNATIONAL REGION 

Christmas Village Club of the 
Netherlands

The Christmas Village Club of the Netherlands started 
back in 2009 with a membership fee, a magazine 6 
times a year and several meetings. After 5 years, the 
founder of the club wanted to disband, and it was 

decided that the club would continue without a 
membership fee and no magazines as it was a very 
time-consuming endeavor. In 2019 we celebrated our 
10th anniversary and during that time we changed 
the original name to Kerstdorp Club, because the 
founder has the copyrights of the original name and 
website.  We now have almost 4700 members from 
The Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, Italy and France.  

We have several meetings in a year like a Craft Day in 
March and an Inspiration Day in May. The start of our 
club season is always the last Sunday of September, 
so this will be on the 25th this year our 13th 
“Anniversary” Gathering. After that we visit 3 or 4 
garden centers. This is because that is the only place 
where you can buy the Christmas villages. We do not 
have stores like Walmart or Michaels. We also do not 
have special Christmas shops. We have to rely on the 
garden centers for buying our village needs.

For our start of the club season Gathering, we have 
several sponsors with their wares, demonstrations like 
3D printing, a team who makes samples by example 
of a waterfall or mountain, a clay workshop with Joop 
Essers and a large secondhand market. At the end we 
do have a give away from items donated by Lemax, 
Luville, Dickensville, Department 56, My Village and a 
few smaller shops like Garden Centre Osdorp, De Boet, 
Ashton and Dorpjes Shop. We have a prize for 
everyone.  Lemax also donates an item for the goody 
bag. We do expect 200-250 people in attendance.

During the last months of the year, we organize a 
display contest and on December 15 we make a live 
video of the awarding of the prize winners.  

Photo’s from our last 3 meetings can be reviewed at:

Visiting Lemax: https://myalbum.com/album/
mqFXRLmKpyiEds/

Craft Day: https://myalbum.com/album/
6gfGWSFx5pLKdF/

Inspiration Day: https://myalbum.com/album/
tXfQkh9wb7qsPB/

We also make a huge display in Dome Cathedral, one 
of the largest cathedrals in Europe, in Haarlem, The 
Netherlands. There is also a photo album online: 
https://myalbum.com/album/jobAhs9y6hQJzz/

To learn and see more about us on our webpage: 
https://kerstdorpclub.nl
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Philippine Christmas Village Collectors 
Club

The PCVCC joined the Toy Conference Philip-
pines (TOYCON PH) 2022

As the “Ber” month is approaching, the PCVCC 
decided to join for the first time the ToyCon PH 2022. 

L-R: Mr. Jay-Jay Duran, Mr. Andy Matula, Ms. KrisSy Andes, 
Ms. Alma Lourdes Matula, and Ms. Joyce Gracia. 

ToyCon PH 2022 is an annual nationwide activity of 
the Toy Collectors in the Philippines. The event, 
aside from the gathering of toy collectors, it also 
includes selling of collectible toys, displays, and fun 
games activity.

For the Club, we joined this year’s activity not only to 
promote the Club, as part of our recruitment of new 
members and to display the Filipino theme 
Christmas Village, but also to help our Collector-
Seller Members in selling their Christmas Village 
items.

The event held for three (3) straight days started 
from 8 July 2022 to 10 July 2022 at the MegaTrade 
Hall 3, at the 5th Floor, SM Megamall, Mandaluyong 
City, Metro Manila, Philippines.   

The club was so grateful for those who initiated and 
organized this activity namely: Sir Jay-Jay Duran, the 
project proponent, Ms. Mina Caubang, Ms. Joyce 
Garcia aka Jtree, Ms. KrisSy Andes and Ms. Jehana 
“Jing” Chua-Uy, the participating Christmas Village 
Merchants, and Ms. Alma Lourdes F. Matula, the very 
supportive Club Administrator’s better half. 

Also, the Club expressed its appreciation for those 
Clubmates who spared their time and resources to 
support this activity. 

L-R: Ms. Alma Lourdes Matula, Ms. Mina Caubang, Cosplayer 
Captain America as Guest, Mr. Jay-Jay Duran, and Ms. Joyce 

Gracia. 

PCVCC launched its first vignette contest 
2022

PCVCC launched the first vignette contest with a 
theme: “Happy Childhood Memories.”

Everyone will agree that our childhood is considered 
as the best part in our lives. PCVCC would like to 
know what your happy memory as a child is by using 
our Christmas Village items combining it with DIY 
materials. 

This aims to share the happy memory as a child of 
our clubmates that brings back those moments they 
truly cherished! 

Mechanics

1. You may use your available Christmas Village 
items (no brands required) and/or can make 
through DIY to create a vignette based on the 
given theme.

2. The vignette size must only be 16" to 20”.
3. Only one (1) video in five (5) minutes length and 

five (5) photos are required to be posted in the 
PCVCC page with its narrative of what the scene 
is all about. Moreover, place a “#2022pcvccvi-
gnettecontest” at the beginning of the narrative.

4. Out of the five (5) photos, one (1) picture sall be 
dedicated for a shot capturing the measurement 
of the vignette using any measurement tool in 
compliance with Item No. 2.

5. The said video and photos shall only be posted 
in the PCVCC page.

6. Deadline of posting is on 04 July 2022 at 
11:59PM.
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7. Voting period will be until 8 July 2022, at 
11:59PM.

8. The announcement of winners is on 09 July 2022 
(adjusted to 17 July 2022, due to conflict with 
ToyCon activity from 8-10 July 2022).

Criteria

1. 50% of the votes will be based on the number of 
reactions: Likes, hearts, or wows garnered at the 
end of the voting date.

2. 50% will be evaluated by the assigned judges 
based on the following:

• 30% Creativity (execution of the vignette 
display is a product of original ideas of the 
contestant including its artistic presentation 
and the material used).

• 20% Theme Relativity (the vignette should be 
in-line with the given theme).

Eligible to Join

All PCVCC members are eligible to join whether in 
the Philippines or abroad. However, for the purpose 
of impartiality, Club Officers who intend to join shall 
be disqualified to be assigned as a judge.

There were six (6) official entries, which yielded to 
the following results:

1ST PRIZE

Entry by Sir Albert Esguerra entitled Forever in My 
Heart: Baguio City.

Excerpt from his post:

“I will always remember the memories of our 
vacation days in Baguio City. During my childhood 
days we make it sure to have a great summer 
vacation by the mountain. The summer capital is the 
nearest one to where we live. 

Baguio City is a little Canada in my heart and I have 
always dreamt of going somewhere similar with lots 
of pine trees, cool breeze, cold weather and 
remarkable Thomas Kinkade inspired vacation 
houses. 

We love shopping and dining at the long stretch of 
Session road. Basically looking for bargain clothes 
(Ukay-ukay). But we always go back to a place along 
the street where they sell hamburgers with fresh 
lettuce and tomatoes on it. 

Baguio is a great place for sight seeing. Mines view 
park, Botanical Garden, Baguio Cathedral are just 
some of the few places within the video. Visiting 
Baguio is not the same without visiting the center 
area, Burnham Park, a fun place to go boating, kiting 
and biking. 

Baguio City will forever have a special place in my 
heart. Great memories of my childhood and even 
during college days. Baguio City is our go to place 
for retreat, a joyful vacation and a happy mountain 
area for family togetherness to create lasting 
memories.”

Mr. Esguerra will receive a cash prize of PhP5,000.00 
(US$94.59) and a plaque.

The club was so grateful the he donated his cash 
prize to our club’s charity project this year.

2nd PRIZE

Entry by Maam Janice Alonsagay entitled Batang 
Lumaki sa Probinsya ng Rizal.
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Excerpt from her post:

As a child who grew up in the province of Rizal, I 
have so many happy memories of my childhood and 
youth in the fields, rivers, and streets.

Life was so simple at the time when there were no 
gadgets. It was a time when all we knew was games, 
laugh and have fun. It was our childhood that 
formed happy memories like playing Jack En Poy, 
Chinese Garter using a joint and rubber band or 
sometimes e garter from my grandmother's sewing. 
There was also a time when we played in the street 
where I still remembered the exhibitions I was doing 
up to the neck and transferred to the hand and arm. 
The clean river we used to bathe in when we 
suddenly got lucky, don't let mom catch you, there 
must be a pinch in the groin.

There was also a time when we played with dolls and 
teddy bears while lying on the road. There is also the 
vast farmland where during the harvest season there 
are many bundles of hay that we climb and sit on or 
argue on the top, whet her our bodies are itchy or 
rashy, we don't care as long as we are happy.

There are also times when we were able to cook 
outside even though it is difficult for us to carry 
cooking utensils and food as long as we know how 
to happily picnic on banana leaves and go from 
house to house outside. My youth also remembers 
the cradle made of a heel tied with a rope to a tree 
branch, climbing the tree and sitting there or 
rocking and laughing while talking. Playing flip 
flops, jumping thorns or sometimes flying a kite in 
the fields are just some of the happy memories that 

are so good to remember. There was also the music 
tripping by 1st crush (the morning I flirted to have a 
crush as if I was a Filipina girl in grade 5) that I listen 
to while enjoying. These are just some of the golden 
memories of my childhood and youth that are 
imprinted on my heart and mind.

Ms. Alonsagay received a cash prize of PhP 3,000 
(US$56.75) and a plaque.

3rd PRIZE

Entry by Maam Flora Mae Maslog Espeleta entitled 
Summer By The Sea.

Excerpt from her post:

One of my fondest childhood memories is 
vacationing at my paternal Lolo and Lola’s by the 
beach with my big, big family.

Enjoy talaga kaming mga cousins (I really enjoyed it 
with my cousins) with all the activities like playing 
with all the family dogs, strolling along the sandbars, 
eating the freshest seafood, and boating to the 
parola (lighthouse).

It was there that I encountered for the first time a 
parola. According to my Lola, parola serves as the 
light and guide for those traveling especially at 
night.

I was always struck by how much symbolism it had 
and the importance of it at sea. Even today, 
whenever I would go home by boat, I try to look for 
that light at sea and feel relieved and safe when I 
found one. 
 NCC Club Connection 26 August/September 2022



Connecting with Our Clubs (continued)
I always come back to this memory, because it 
reminds me of the things, I hold dear the most— my 
family, and spending quality time making new 
memories with them, which is the light I constantly 
look for in my life. 

She won a cash prize of PhP2,000.00 (US$37.83) and 
a plaque

The other participants received each a consolation 
cash prize of Php1,000.00 and a Certificate of 
Appreciation.

Sir Ellejandre Barbac: A Day At The Park.

Maam El-u C Zapanta: Tayona sa Antipolo.

Sir Atat Rams: My Childhood Days Were Some of the Best I’ve 
Ever Lived.

We all enjoyed this first vignette contest and like 
Elbert Hubbard, an American writer, once said:

“Do your work with your whole heart, and you will 
succeed—there’s so little competition.”

The PCVCC’s Launched its Official Website

The PCVCC launched its official website https://
pcvcc.weebly.com/ powered by weebly. Please visit 
it to know about more of the PCVCC and its various 
activities.
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ALABAMA
Robert Moore & Co. Christmas Town
Larry Heard 
4213 Old Mill Rd. 
Mobile, AL 36693 
Phone: 251-661-3608 
Email: robertmooreandcompany@gmail.com 
www.robertmoorechristmastown.com 

In 1976 they started like most entrepreneurs with a 
dream to fulfill the people’s wishes, hopes, and 
fantasies in their shopping experiences. After several 
expansions, their 18 acre, 35,000+ square foot building 
and out buildings have a variety of the Christmas 
items, including Department 56. 

ARIZONA
Millie’s Hallmark
Tami Shockley 
5027 E. Elliot Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ 85044 
Phone: 480-893-3777 
Email: tami@millieshallmark.com 
www.millieshallmark.com 

Millie’s Hallmark is a family-owned business, known for 
its extensive selection of fine gifts, collectibles, 
greeting cards, gift wrap, and spectacular Christmas 
items--including Department 56 villages. They strive to 
provide customers with the highest standard of service 
available, as well as the finest product selection in the 
Phoenix, Arizona area. 

ARKANSAS
All Thru the House
Janice Turnage
11316 Huron Ln. 
Little Rock, AR 72211 
Phone: 501-907-8999 
Email: thruthehouse@yahoo.com 
Facebook Page: All Thru the House 

All Thru The House is a family owned business of over 
30 years located in Little Rock, Arkansas. They 
specialize in home décor, baby items, and collectibles. 
It’s also part of Market Place Pharmacy… a one-stop 
pharmacy and gift store all wrapped up into one, if you 
will! They have anything you need “all through your 
house” including a wide variety of home décor and all 
of the Department 56 villages!

Village Realty & Landscaping 
1840 Royal Drive
Conway, AR 72034
Phone: 501-329-4016

Pattie Murphy is the proprietor of Village Realty & 
Landscaping, a wonderful business specializing in 
providing those special miniatures that make displays 
come to life. She was a regular at many of the earlier 
Gatherings (most recently making a very welcomed 
reappearance at the 2018 Sweet Home Chicago 
Gathering) and is great at demonstrating how to bring 
life to village settings by adding miniatures that she 
personally hand-picks and manufactures, plus other 
items readily available to the village collector.
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CALIFORNIA 
City Lights
Brian Young 
1212 Knoxville St. 
San Diego, CA 92110 
Phone: 800-262-5335 
Email: info@citylightscollectibles.com 
www.citylightscollectibles.com 

City Lights Collectibles, Southern California’s largest 
holiday store with over 28,000 square feet of displays 
and product, would like to welcome you. The store is 
one big holiday wonderland, where children and 
adults alike get whisked away into the holiday spirit, 
viewing awe inspiring displays of villages, collectibles, 
wonderfully decorated trees, and trains that will blow 
the mind.

Hot Wire Foam Factory
David Natal, Owner 
John Ehrenreich, Sales Representative 
216 East Laurel Ave. 
Lompoc, CA 93436 
Phone: David: 805-735-9255
John: 410-647-1680
Email: jehrenreich@msn.com 
www.hotwirefoamfactory.com/home.php 

Hot Wire Foam Factory provides professional quality 
foam cutting tools that make cutting EPS foam 
(polystyrene foam and Styrofoam) fast, fun, and easy. 

Knott’s Berry Farm
Marketplace Emporium
8039 Beach Boulevard
Buena Park, CA 90620 
Phone: 714-220-5324
www.knotts.com

The Marketplace Emporium offers an unique collection 
of gifts centered around the rich history of Knott’s 
Berry Farm. Visitors can shop fine collectibles; that 
include Department 56 and Jim Shore’s Heartwood 
Creek, clothing, and everyday gifts for everyone. 
Knott’s Berry Farm’s village history includes two 
commissioned pieces: The first for Snow Village 
Halloween – “Knott’s Scary Farm’s Billboard.” The 
billboard celebrated Knott’s annual Halloween 
extravaganza. The second “Knott’s Berry Farm’s 
Boysenberry Pie Stand,” this piece showcases the 
Knott’s family’s World FAMOUS Boysenberry Pies.

COLORADO 
St. Nick’s Christmas and Collectibles
5221 So. Santa Fe Dr. 
Littleton, CO 80120 
Phone: 630-232-4200 
Email: admin@stnicks.com 
www.stnicks.com 

St. Nick’s is a family owned and operated Christmas 
store in Littleton, Colorado. In their 22 rooms they 
feature over 90 inspiring theme trees with thousands 
of ornaments and collectibles from around the world. 
They also specialize in artificial trees and lighting for all 
your decorating needs. Please come in and visit one of 
the most beautiful Christmas stores in America. 

FLORIDA
Robert’s Christmas Wonderland
Bob or Rita Frank 
2951 Gulf to Bay Blvd. 
Clearwater, FL 33759 
Phone: 727-797-1660 
Email: rfrank02@tampabay.rr.com 
www.robertscw.com 

Everyday is Christmas at Robert’s Christmas 
Wonderland. Enter the shop and be treated to 
wonderful displays of Department 56 products along 
with many other holiday and gift items. Perfect for 
giving and receiving.

INDIANA
Cynthia’s Hallmark
Kelley Holden
1584 N. State Street
Greenfield, IN 46140
317-462-4749
Email: 1584shop@gmail.com
cynthiashallmarkstores.com

Cynthia’s Hallmark prides itself on its large variety and 
plentiful stock of Hallmark favorites. However, at 
Cynthia’s, you will find interesting and unique gifts for 
anyone. Many of your favorite lines are in stock year 
round at Cynthia’s, including Yankee Candles, Willow 
Tree, Nora Fleming, Department 56, RibbonWick and 
WoodWick Candles, Fannie May Chocolates, Lolita 
Hand Painted Wine Glasses, Tervis Tumbler, and Jim 
Shore.
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NCC Associate Members (continued)
The Village Shoppes, Inc.
129 E. Michigan Street
New Carlisle, Indiana 46552
Phone: 574-654-8352 or 
800-697-4711
Fax: 574-654-3910
Email: info@thevillageshoppes.com
www.thevillageshoppes.com

The Village Shoppes, Inc. offers numerous lines of 
home furnishings, collectibles, fashion accessories, and 
entertaining cuisine…all thoughtfully selected with 
our customers in mind. 

IOWA 
Village D-Lights Magazine
Polly Clark, Publisher
Tandem Publishing Group
10 Lincoln Place Drive
Des Moines, IA 50312
Phone: 1-800-765-1690
Email: editor@tandempublishinggroup.com

Village D-Llights magazine is the premier publication 
for Department 56 enthusiasts. Published by Tandem 
Publishing Group, Village D-Lights is distributed 
quarterly via subscription to Department 56 collectors 
in the United States and Canada. The magazine 
focuses on the latest and most exciting news regarding 
the Department 56 village lines. 

MARYLAND 
The Forget-Me-Not Factory
Barry and Nancy Gibson
8044 Main Street
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
Phone: 410-465-7355
Toll Free: 1-866-445-4879
Email: fmnf2000@yahoo.com 
www.forgetmenotfactory.com

The Forget-Me-Not Factory is a store where bubbles 
and fairies meet to create shopping magic, both in-
store and on-line. We are in the largest and one of the 
oldest buildings located in the heart of Historic Ellicott 
City, Maryland. Browse 3 floors loaded with items 
ranging from Department 56 Villages, dragons, fairies, 
toys, jewelry, Snowbabies, costumes, and more! Even a 
player piano on the 3rd floor!

MICHIGAN
Bronner’s CHRISTmas Wonderland 
Maria Sutorik 
25 Christmas Lane 
Frankenmuth, MI 48734 
Phone: 989-652-9931 
Email: msutorik@bronner.com 
www.bronners.com 

Bronner’s CHRISTmas Wonderland...making Christmas 
memories since 1945. The Bronner family and staff 
hope you enjoy visiting our web site and invite you to 
visit our store located in Frankenmuth, Michigan’s 
“Little Bavaria.” Home to over 50,000 gifts and trims for 
all seasons and reasons, Bronner’s is the world’s largest 
Christmas store.

MINNESOTA
Bachman’s
6010 Lyndale Ave. S 
Minneapolis, MN 55419 
612-861-7600 
Phone: 866-222-4626 
Email: customerservice@bachmans.com 
www.bachmans.com 

Over 40 years ago, Bachman’s and Ed Bazinet gave 
birth to Department 56! The company has played a 
very important role in the collecting of Department 56 
products, collector gatherings, and so much more. 

Department 56
Melinda Seegers 
7400 Flying Cloud Dr., Suite 100 
Eden Prairie, MN 55344 
Phone: 800-548-8696 
Email: MsLitTown@Dept56.com 
www.department56.com 

Some forty years ago, Department 56 began as part of 
Bachman’s, a premiere retail florist in Minneapolis. 
Bachman’s used a numbering system to identify each 
of its departments. The number assigned to wholesale 
gift imports division was, you guessed it, 56.
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NCC Associate Members (continued)
NEW YORK
Fitzula’s Gift Shop
Bill Fitzula 
140 Windermere Ave. 
Greenwood Lake, NY 10925 
Phone: 845-595-1550
Email: bill@fitzulas.com 
www.Fitzulas.com 

Fitzula’s Gift Shop has strived to stay at the cutting 
edge of meeting the needs of their customers though 
their many business ventures. Fitzula’s began over 52 
years ago as a variety store through the efforts and 
vision of Bill and Rosanne Fitzula. The business 
subsequently evolved into a fine jewelry emporium in 
the 1970’s and now serves as a great source for every 
collectible you could imagine. This family owned and 
operated business is well known for its small town 
charm, variety of product, and superb customer 
service. The family’s customer service crede is to “Take 
your time looking around the shop and don’t rush! While 
we are glad to see you, we are in no hurry to see you 
leave!”

NORTH CAROLINA
Ann Critteden Hallmark
1312 Bridford Parkway
Greensboro, NC 27407 and 307 B Pisgah Church Rd

Greensboro, NC 27455
Phillip Vanderveer
Phone: 336-632-4440
Email: phil@ashby3.com 
www.anncrithmk.com
Ann Critteden Hallmark has been a family owned 
business for 28 years. Over the years they have had as 
many as 13 stores, in 2015 they have downsized to two 
stores. Their flagship store on Bridford Parkway in 
Greensboro, NC opened in 1997 and is approximately 
5500 square feet of retail space. They feature a display 
of Department 56 villages that are completely lit and 
accessorized appropriately and innovatively. Ann 
Critteden Hallmark has their Department 56 villages 
displayed year-round.

Department 56 Retirees
Harry and June McGowan 
Pam McGowan Ladetto
178 St. James Drive
Winston Salem, NC 27107
Phone: 248-705-0296 (June)
Phone: 248-882-1208 (Pam)
Email: hmcgo@citlink.net 

Department 56 Retirees is managed by Harry and June 
McGowan and Gary and Sheila Andrews. Harry and 
June have had the greatest time with Department 56 
Retirees collectors for over 25 years, after selling a 
small builders supply of 26 years in 1987.

Sigmon Lawn & Garden Center
4819 N Highway 16
Denver, NC 28073
Phone: 704-483-3350
Email: info@sigmonllc.com
www.sigmonllc.com

Sigmon has everything you need to start a garden, 
expand your current garden, or to add to your flower 
bed. When you need a little extra help with your lawn, 
they offer advice on what you should put in your yard if 
you’re re-landscaping, and how to stop those pesky 
pests from eating your plants and gardens. Sigmon 
started carrying Department 56 recently and they are 
extremely excited to be a retailer, they are enthusiastic 
about the villages and being part of the NCC. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Christmas Tree Hill
Jason Stauffer 
2801 S. George St 
York, PA 17403 
Phone: 717-741-2669 
Email: jcstauffer@christmastreehill.com 
www.christmastreehill.com 

For over 40 years, Christmas Tree Hill has delivered to 
their customers the newest, most exciting, and most 
unique showcase of fine gifts, candles, collectibles, and 
home accessories found anywhere!
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TENNESSEE 
Christmas Place
Tony West
2470 Parkway 
Pigeon Forge, TN 37868 
Phone: 865-453-0415 
Email: Twest@christmasplace.com
www.christmasplace.com 

Christmas Place is part of a family owned business that 
was founded by Hurshel and Marian Biggs in 1986. No 
visit to Pigeon Forge is complete without a visit there! 
Nestled in a Bavarian-style shopping village, what 
began as a small gift store in the Old Mill in Pigeon 
Forge, has grown to a complex of over 43,000 square 
feet of wall-to-wall Christmas!

TEXAS
S & H Trading Post
Hazel Willis
209 W. Polk
Burnet, TX 78611
Phone: 512-756-2820
Email: sh.tradingpostandmore@gmail.com

S & H Trading Post and More is a 16,000 square foot 
store with an intriguing amount of merchandise to 
please everyone including a Man-Cave and a 
Christmas Everyday Room! 

William Glen
116 Old Agnes Road 
Weatherford, TX 76088
916-737-5616 
Email: info@williamglen.com
www.williamglen.com

Where it's Christmas everyday! 

Founded in 1963, William Glen, Inc. is one of the 
premier specialty retailers of giftware, collectibles, 
housewares, and Christmas decor. Our products, 
selection and service are among the most notable and 
highly regarded in the industry.

The Christmas Store in Fredericksburg
Don Mooring
155 E Main St.
Fredericksburg, TX 78624
Phone: 830-997-5259
www.fredericksburgchristmasstore.com

The Christmas Store in Fredericksburg, Texas has been 
on Main Street for roughly 30 years. They occupy 
10,000 square feet in the heart of Fredericksburg’s 
historic district. They proudly carry many brands in the 
Enesco family including Department 56 villages, 
Possible Dreams Santa’s, Jim Shore figures, 
Snowbabies plus much of the general gift line. But it 
doesn’t stop there The Christmas Store is much more 
than a holiday wonderland; their inventory also 
includes clothing, jewelry, many home and garden 
items, candles, and much, much more.

ONLINE ONLY1 

Village Display Studio
Stephanie Stuart
512-608-8450
Email: stephaniestuartsells@gmail.com
etsy.com/shop/VillageDisplayStudio

I love sculpting village display platforms from 
reclaimed materials so you can easily create beautiful 
scenes for your village collection. Drop me a line for 
your suggestions and custom work requests! I'd love to 
hear from you!

Remember I use reclaimed materials so sometimes 
scuffs will be in places on the bottom completely out-
of-sight. You’re helping the environment and 
supporting my family. Thank you so much for that!

1. denotes Platinum Key Dealer designation by Department 56. These retailers provide the ultimate in selection including current and hard 
to find retired products. Consider visiting one of these retailers or shop one of their websites with honored reputations. Platinum Key 
retailers will have early or exclusive access or new Department 56 product.
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2022 NCC Officers
Brandon Taylor
President 
501-920-8324 
presidentncc@ncc56.com 

Anna McPherson
Vice President
vicepresidentncc@ncc56.com 

Martha Jack
Secretary 
secretaryncc@ncc56.com 

Bruce Lucas 
Treasurer 
treasurerncc@ncc56.com 

Melinda Seegers 
Department 56 Liaison 
800-LIT-TOWN (548-8696) 
mslittown@dept56.com 

Sue Chretien 
Immediate Past 
Co-President 
480-773-8575 
schretien@cox.net 

Richard Puckett 
Immediate Past 
Co-President 
RchPuc@aol.com 

Other Contributors 
Pete Baer 
Social Media Coordinator 
SocialMediaCoordinator
@ncc56.com 

Judy Severance
Club Connection Editor
editorncc@ncc56.com

Nancy Mattson
New Club Liaison
newclubsncc@ncc56.com
631-582-4193

Robin Hervey
Membership Chairperson
membershipncc@ncc56.com 

Tom Iacoviello 
Parliamentarian
Parliamentarian@ncc56.com 

Jeffery Kirchner
Associate Member 
Coordinator
associatesncc@ncc56.com

Chad Harmon
NCC Zoom Coordinator
ZoomCoordinator@ncc56.com

David Morton 
Big D 56ers 
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NCC Region Representatives
Region I 
US - ME, VT, RI, NH, MA, CT; 
CAN - PE, NL, NS, QC, NB 

Penny Miller
region1ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 6 
US - IA, MN, ND, SD, WI 
CAN - MB 

Debbie Oehme 
region6ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 2 
US - DC, DE, MD, NJ, NY, PA; 
CAN - ON 

Jeffery Kirchner 
region2ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 7 
US - CO, KS, MO, NE, WY 

Billy Edwards
region7ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 3
US - KY, NC, TN, VA, WV 

Michael Tolson
region3ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 8 
US - AR, LA, NM, OK, TX 

Dan Crossland
region8ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 4, Interim
US - AL, FL, GA, MS, SC 

Thelma McKenzie
region4ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 9 
US - AK, ID, MT, OR, WA 
CAN - AB, BC, SK 

Julie Jacky
region9ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 5 
US - IL, IN, MI, OH 

Ellen Somerwill
region5ncc@ncc56.com 

Region 10 
US - AZ, CA, HI, NV, UT 

Rosie Hurtado 
region10ncc@ncc56.com 

International Regional 
Representative 
Philippines

Maddie Pimenta 
internationalregionncc@
ncc56.com
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Upcoming Events

Facebook Live
Melinda Seegers, Ms Lit Town, hosts a Facebook Live 
session with the latest introductions and news from 
Department 56. The sessions happen the first 
Thursday at 4:00 p.m. Central Time (unless otherwise 
announced). Check the Department 56 Facebook 
page for the upcoming sessions. You can find these 
sessions as well as other events on their Facebook 
page. .

Next Club Connection
Articles and club activities for the October/
November Club Connection are due October 1, 
2022.

2023 Gathering
The Golden Glow of Christmas Past and the National 
Council of 56 Clubs (NCC) are partnering to host a 
convention/gathering in Arlington, VA next year in 
celebration of the 40th anniversary of A Christmas 
Story. The official event dates are August 15-19, 
2023, with additional tours and workshops starting 
August 12.


Articles contained within the Club Connection are solely for NCC Member Clubs. Any other use 
requires the express, written permission from the National Council of 56 Clubs executive board.




